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Dems gain control 
of key military, 
vet committees 


By Claudia Grisales 
AND Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The fate of an on¬ 
going military buildup, war oversight, 
veterans affairs and decisions on who 
can enlist in the service now rests with 
a split Congress following the results of 
Tuesday’s midterm elections. 

By early Wednesday, Democrats 
won control of the House, shifting lead¬ 
ership of key committees that direct 
military and veteran issues. However, 
Republicans retained control of the 
Senate. 

One supporter of the Democratic 
shift suggested lawmakers could fi¬ 
nally install new levels of oversight on 
President Donald Trump’s growing list 
of demands for the military. 

“You are going to see us put the reins 
on Donald Trump,” said Jon Soltz, 
chairman of progressive political or¬ 
ganization VoteVets, which supported 
a slate of Democratic military veterans 
SEE COMMITTEES ON PAGE 7 

The Capitol is seen on the 
morning after Election Day. 

J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Veterans fueled 
edge for Democrats’ 
takeover of House 

By Claudia Grisales 
AND Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Military veterans 
running as first-time Democratic candi¬ 
dates helped fuel the large swell of voter 
turnout in Tuesday’s midterm elections 
that led to their party’s takeover of the 
House of Representatives. 

At least six candidates pulled up- 
sets or won open seats, allowing 
Democrats to claim victory in the 
lower chamber of Congress. 

By W^nesday morning. The 
Associat^ Press said Democrats 
looked toTOntrol the House by 219 
to 193 seats, with nearly two dozen 
races yet to be decided. 

SEE VETERANS ON PAGE 8 
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Family hopes wrongful death 
case leads to change at VA 



Courtesy of the Merritt family 

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Aaron Merritt sits in an armored vehicle in Iraq. 
Merritt died in 2014 while being treated for colitis at a VA hospital. 
The VA recently agreed to a $2.5 million settlement with his parents 
over his death. 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

Carol Merritt felt both in¬ 
tense pride and worry during the 
eight years of her son’s military 
service. 

During Aaron Merritt’s three 
combat deployments, two as an 
explosive ordnance disposal tech¬ 
nician, she’d sometimes glance at 
her home phone wondering when 
it would ring with dreadful news. 

That call didn’t come, and she 
felt she could finally breathe a 
sigh of relief when he was released 
from active duty in January 2014. 
But nine months later, on the af¬ 
ternoon of Oct. 28, 2014, her hus¬ 
band visited her at work and with 
a broken voice told her that their 
son had died. 

Aaron Merritt had gone to the 
emergency room of the Nashville 
Veterans Affairs Hospital seri¬ 
ously ill and was dead less than 24 
hours later. He was 26. 

Last month, the VA agreed to 
pay $2.5 million to settle a wrong¬ 
ful death lawsuit filed by the Lake 
Havasu City, Ariz., couple. The 
award is not an admission of fault. 

Aaron Merritt was the victim of 
a lack of communication between 
doctors and a failure to adhere to 
basic medical procedures, accord¬ 
ing to the lawsuit, which was filed 
in 2016. 

“He did three tours, one in Iraq 
and two in Afghanistan, and made 
it home but he died instead under 
the care of the VA. It’s unimagina¬ 
ble,” Carol Merritt said last week. 
“He protected all these people. 
Who protected Aaron?” 


The immediate cause of death 
was the acid content of his blood, 
septic shock, and low levels of red 
and white blood cells and platelets, 
according to the death certificate. 
But his family says the death was 
the culmination of a string of med¬ 
ical mishaps that could have eas¬ 
ily been prevented, said Frank B. 
Thacher, the family’s lawyer. 

“Aaron shpped through the 
cracks in something that was very 
simple as giving a blood test,” 
Thacher said. Our hope is the suit 
does affect some change in the 
VA. There’s no amount of money 
that can compensate Aaron for 
what he had to endure during the 
last moments of his life or what his 
parents lost.” 

The VA did not respond to mul¬ 
tiple requests for comment from 
Stars and Stripes. 

‘Just really a great kid’ 

Following in the footsteps of his 
grandfather, a World War II veter¬ 
an, Aaron Merritt enlisted in the 
Army after high school. He volun¬ 
teered to become an EOD techni¬ 
cian after his Iraq tour and then 
deployed twice to Afghanistan. 

“He was just really a great kid,” 
his mother said. “In Afghanistan 
he was always getting everyone to 
laugh and tried to keep everyone 
happy while he was there. He told 
me joking that he ‘was having a 
blast.’ ” 

He was twice awarded the Army 
Commendation Medal with Valor, 
including once for saving the life of 
an Afghan soldier, and he planned 
to use his military bomb detection 


knowledge in the civilian world 
working for the Transportation 
Security Administration. He was 
in the process of applying when he 
died, his parents said. 

Diagnosis, treatment 

Mihtary doctors had diagnosed 
him with ulcerative colitis, a 
bowel disease that causes inflam¬ 
mation and sores in the digestive 
tract and had put him on the drug 
mesalamine in early 2014, just be¬ 
fore he left the Army. That May, 
VA doctors in Nashville treated 
him for the first time and added a 
prescription for azathioprine, an 
anti-inflammatory drug with side 
effects that suppress the immune 
system. 

For months, however, VA doc¬ 
tors largely ignored the drug 
manufacturer’s recommendation 
of regular blood work, according 
to court documents, until the vital 
blood components needed to fight 
infection were so low his blood had 
been poisoned. 

Before being admitted to the 
ER on Oct. 27,2014, Aaron Merritt 
sent an email to his doctor at the 
VA describing his symptoms, in¬ 
cluding flare-ups of the ulcerative 
colitis, high temperatures and ul¬ 
cers in his mouth that were mak¬ 
ing it painful to eat and drink. 

“I’m also finding it difficult to 
keep food and water down,” he 
wrote. “I was wondering if this 
was something I should be seen 
for or if I could get new medica¬ 
tions to treat this or improve my 
quality of hfe.” 

He came to the ER with sepsis. 


a life-threatening complication of 
infection that doctors treating him 
at the time said “was likely due to 
bone marrow suppression caused 
by azathioprine.” He was sent to 
the intensive care unit. 

By early morning the next day, 
he was critically ill and his red 
blood cells, white blood cells and 
platelets were all being destroyed 
by blood poisoning that was nearly 
impossible to treat because of his 
compromised immune system. 

“Aaron coded four times,” 
court records state, referring to 
the number of times his heart or 
breathing stopped that morning. 
“During the fourth code, his body 
could no longer fight the over¬ 
whelming infection.” 

Going to court 

The family took up the fight for 
more information after his death, 
but the hospital administration 
would not release anything mean¬ 
ingful about his case, Thacher 
said. It was only after the late Ari¬ 
zona Sen. John McCain opened an 
investigation that the family was 


able to view the medical records. 

Carol Merritt then spent nights 
and weekends going through his 
records for weeks, underlining 
doctor’s entries and making notes 
in the margins. To her, the evidence 
that her son hadn’t been treated 
properly was overwhelming. 

“I could just see they didn’t have 
any blood work,” she said. 

The couple sued for $6.1 million 
with the hope of learning more 
about how their son had died, to 
seek justice for his death and to 
raise awareness on how veterans 
are treated in the VA hospital 
system. 

“There just needs to be changes 
at the VA, the way vets receive 
medical treatment,” Steve Merritt 
said. 

The couple hopes that their ef¬ 
forts will help prompt change. 

“How do you get justice for your 
son dying?” Carol Merritt said. “I 
guess we want to know when the 
VA will start being held account¬ 
able for the care and treatment of 
our veterans.” 

morris.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @willatstripes 
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MILITARY _ 

More Reagan sailors sanctioned in drug probe 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— Additional details released this week 
about a drug ring run by USS Ronald Rea¬ 
gan sailors revealed that the number of 
servicemembers involved totals 15. 

Stars and Stripes reported Tuesday that 
two Ronald Reagan sailors face charges of 
possession and distribution of a controlled 
substance, including LSD and anabolic ste¬ 
roids, in connection with the operation. 

Another three sailors could face charg¬ 
es as they are “involved in the Article 32 
process,” said 7th Fleet spokesman Lt. Joe 
Keiley. Article 32 hearings are similar to 


preliminary hearings in civilian courts 
used to determine whether there is suffi¬ 
cient evidence to warrant a trial. 

Keiley said Wednesday that an addition¬ 
al 10 Reagan sailors received nonjudicial 
punishment in the case. He could not re¬ 
veal further details about those sailors as 
the Navy “does not discuss the outcomes of 
administrative actions.” 

Fourteen of the 15 sailors implicated in 
the drug operation were assigned to the 
aircraft carrier’s nuclear reactor depart¬ 
ment, which has a staff of more than 400, 
Keiley said. Those suspected of involve¬ 
ment were taken off their duties as the in¬ 
vestigation got underway. 

Keiley said there was no evidence to 


suggest the sailors’ alleged criminal in¬ 
volvement damaged their work and that 
“propulsion plant operations are super¬ 
vised by senior personnel.” 

“Out of an abundance of caution, Ronald 
Reagan leadership reviewed the work pre¬ 
viously performed by the accused saUors 
and no improper work was identified,” he 
said. “Due to the defense in depth of the de¬ 
sign and operation of the propulsion plants, 
the reactors aboard CVN 76 remain safe.” 

The sailors facing courts-martial are 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Andrew Miller, a 
machinist’s mate, who is accused of using, 
possessing and distributing LSD from Jan¬ 
uary to February, and Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Sean Gevero, an electrician’s mate. 


who is accused of distributing LSD and 
possessing anabolic steroids in February, 
according to their charge sheets. 

The three undergoing the Article 32 
process include a seaman apprentice and 
petty officer second class. Another un¬ 
named sailor attended an Article 32 hear¬ 
ing in September for wrongful use and 
possession of a controlled substance and is 
awaiting further legal proceedings. 

Japanese authorities were also involved 
in the investigation when suspicions sur¬ 
faced that the drugs were being sold to lo¬ 
cals off base. However, they dropped the 
case in June. 

doornbos.caitlin@strlpes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 



Andrew Harnik, Pool/AP 


U.S. Secretary of State Mike POmpeo, right, and Kim Yong Choi, a North Korean senior ruling party 
official and former intelligence chief, meet in Pyongyang, North Korea in July. 


US nuke 
talks with 
N. Korea 
postponed 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A 
planned meeting between Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo and a 
senior North Korean envoy was 
postponed at the last minute, cast¬ 
ing a new shadow over nuclear 
talks between the rival nations. 

Pompeo had been due to meet 
with North Korean official Kim 
Yong Choi on Thursday in New 
York in a bid to jump-start ef¬ 
forts to reach agreement on how 
to implement a promise to denu¬ 
clearize the Korean Peninsula. 

The State Department did not 
give an explanation but said in a 
brief statement that the meeting 
“will now take place at a later 
date.” 

“We will reconvene when our 
respective schedules permit,” 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert 
said. “Ongoing conversations 
continue to take place.” 

The meeting had been widely 
seen as a precursor to an expect¬ 
ed second summit between Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

The two leaders agreed to 
work toward the “complete de¬ 
nuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula” when they met for 
the first time on June 12 in Sin¬ 
gapore. But progress in ironing 
out the details has been slow, 
and both sides have shown signs 
of toughening their stances. 

“The United States remains 
focused on fulfilling the com- 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

An airman deployed to Guam’s 
Andersen Air Force Base was 
pronounced dead Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon after being found “unre¬ 
sponsive” near Turnon Bay, the 


mitments agreed to by President 
Trump and Chairman Kim at 
the Singapore summit in June,” 
Nauert said in Wednesday’s 
statement. 

The State Department previ¬ 
ously announced that the meet¬ 
ing agenda would be focused 
on making progress on the four 
points of the Singapore summit 
agreement, including “achieving 
the final, fully verified denucle¬ 
arization” of North Korea. 

The North raised concern over 
the weekend when it warned via 
state-run media that it may re¬ 
sume nuclear development if the 
U.S. doesn’t lift punishing eco¬ 
nomic sanctions against it. 

Pompeo insists the adminis¬ 
tration will maintain pressure 
on the North Korean regime 
until it sees concrete measures 


Air Force said Wednesday. 

The airman — whose identity 
was not released in accordance 
with policy to wait 24 hours after 
next-of-kin notification — was 
discovered about 1:30 p.m. An 
investigation is underway to de¬ 
termine the cause of death. 


to dismantle its nuclear weapons 
program. 

The North wants payback after 
it suspended its nuclear weapons 
testing program and purported¬ 
ly destroyed its main nuclear test 
site. It also has returned the re¬ 
mains of some U.S. troops killed 
in the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The communist state also 
promised to dismantle its main 
nuclear facility at Yongbyon if 
the U.S. “takes corresponding 
measures.” 

But experts say those moves 
are reversible, and many are 
skeptical that the North would 
give up its nuclear weapons after 
demonstrating mgjor advances 
before joining the diplomatic 
process earlier this year. 

Pompeo met with Kim Yong 
Choi, who is widely considered 


The news comes a little more 
than a month after a USS Ronald 
Reagan sailor was found dead 
in waters off Guam on Sept. 29. 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Zahir 
Hakeem had gone missing while 
swimming near Haputo Beach at 
Naval Computer and Telecom- 


the North Korean leader’s right- 
hand man, in New York in May 
ahead of the Singapore summit. 

But previous rounds of talks, 
and a planned visit by Pompeo 
to Pyongyang in August, have 
been canceled as negotiations hit 
an impasse over the past several 
months. 

South Korea’s presidential of¬ 
fice said it had received advance 
notice about the postponement 
of Thursday’s meeting and tried 
to play down the impact on the 
overall process. 

“I don’t think ... dialogue has 
lost steam,” presidential spokes¬ 
man Kim Eui-kyeom was quoted 
as saying by the Yonhap News 
Agency. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


munications Station Guam, the 
Navy said. 

Hakeem was in Guam for a port 
visit with the Yokosuka-based air¬ 
craft carrier. His cause of death 
was also under investigation. 

doornbos.caltirn@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Soldier 
dies after 
being found 
unconscious 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A 1st Ar¬ 
mored Division soldier died after 
being found unconscious at a base 
in South Korea, the Army said 
Wednesday. The cause was under 
investigation. 

Sgt. Marcos John Aguon, 28, 
was a cannon crewmember with 
the Fort Bliss, Texas-based 3rd Ar¬ 
mored Brigade 
Combat Team, 
which rotated 
to South Korea 
last month. 

He was found 
unconscious at 
Camp Hovey 
andpronounced 
dead Sunday 
at Joongang St. 

Mary’s Hospi¬ 
tal in the sur¬ 
rounding city 
of Dongducheon, which is near the 
border with North Korea. 

The details surrounding Aguon’s 
death are under investigation, the 
Army said in a press release. 

Aguon, who was assigned to the 
4th Battalion, 1st Field Artillery 
Regiment, joined the Army from 
Talofofo, Guam, in January 2015. 

He is survived by his wife and 
three children. 

“Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to Sgt. Marcos Aguon’s family for 
their loss,” battalion commander Lt. 
Col. Jason Carter said. “Sgt. Aguon 
was a Non-Commissioned Officer 
that everyone looked up to and an in¬ 
tegral member of the Defender bat¬ 
talion. His unfortunate passing will 
be felt by us all.” 

The brigade began a nine-month 
tour supporting the 2nd Infantry 
Division in South Korea on Oct. 22. 
Some 28,500 U.S. servicemembers 
are stationed in South Korea, which 
remains technically at war with the 
North since the 1950-53 conflict 
ended in an armistice instead of a 
peace treaty. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Airman pronounced dead after being found ‘unresponsive’ 
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US, Bangladesh navies work together in CARAT 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. and Bangladesh navies 
are training together in a series of 
bilateral exercises aimed at strength¬ 
ening professional skills and rela¬ 
tionships across South and Southeast 
Asia. 

The 24th annual Cooperation Afloat 
Readiness and Training, or CARAT, 
began in June in Thailand, with stops 
also scheduled for Indonesia, Malay¬ 


sia, Brunei and Bangladesh. 

This week, the U.S. and Bangladesh 
navies are taking part in a series of 
joint shore and sea drills showcasing 
their joint ability to provide “mari¬ 
time security, stability and prosper¬ 
ity,” a Navy statement said. 

Several Navy ships — including the 
dry cargo ship USNS Pfc. Dewayne 
T. Williams — are joining Bangla¬ 
desh navy vessels in the Bay of Ben¬ 
gal to practice tracking and pursuing 
targets and screening for potential 


threats. The navies will also rehearse 
division tactics designed to enhance 
communication as ships sail together 
in complex maneuvers. 

During the exercise’s shore phase, 
sailors will share knowledge about 
such subjects as aviation warfare and 
gas-turbine maintenance, the state¬ 
ment added. 

CARAT serves as a symbol reflect¬ 
ing the strong relationship between 
the U.S. and Bangladesh, Rear Adm. 
Joey Tynch, Task Force 73 com¬ 


mander, said in the statement. 

“The long-standing partnership 
between Bangladesh and the United 
States has contributed to peace, stabil¬ 
ity, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific 
region,” he said. “These engagements 
reflect our shared belief that regional 
challenges increasingly require co¬ 
operative solutions by capable naval 
forces.” 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 



Tynch 


Military pilots grounded during 
inquiry into phallic flight pattern 


Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — Two mili¬ 
tary aviators have been banned 
from flying during an investiga¬ 
tion into a phallic-shaped flight 
pattern they made last month in 
Southern California, the Marine 
Corps said Tuesday. 

Officials learned the T-34C air¬ 
craft flew over the Salton Sea in 
a pattern resembling the shape 
of a penis after a Twitter post 
from Aircraft Spots, which tracks 
flight patterns, outlined the flight 


path on Oct. 23. 

Although the pilots are ground¬ 
ed, they are still assisting with 
other duties in their squadron 
at Marine Corps Air Station Mi¬ 
ramar in San Diego, according 
to Josef Patterson, a Marines 
spokesman. 

Any potential disciplinary ac¬ 
tion will be determined following 
the investigation, he said. 

“The Marines and sailors of 
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing will 
perform at the highest levels ex¬ 


pected of professional warfight¬ 
ers, and uphold our core values of 
honor, courage and commitment,” 
Patterson said in a statement. 

This is the second time a mili¬ 
tary jet has been involved in ob¬ 
scene flight patterns in the past 
year. 

Last November, the U.S. Navy 
apologized after a military jet 
crew drew a similar phallic image 
over Washington state. That air 
crew also was grounded during 
an investigation. 



Twitter 


Two military pilots are grounded and awaiting an investigation after 
a Twitter user pointed out the potentially phallic nature of their flight 
path last month over the Salton Sea in California. 
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Thursday, November 8,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 5 


PACIFIC 


Pacific-based sub group 
responds to rivals' rise 




By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Beneath the cover of the 
ocean, a “handful” of nuclear- 
powered US. submarines secret¬ 
ly operate in areas unreachable 
by other vessels across the Indo- 
Pacific region. 

For decades, the surveillance, 
reconnaissance and lethality the 
subs provide has gone unparal¬ 
leled by rivals. However, a chang¬ 
ing landscape of military power 
in the Pacific among adversaries 
presents a challenge to the Navy’s 
long-dominant submarine force, 
leaders say. 

A Commander’s Intent issued 
in March outlines the force’s mis¬ 
sion, purpose and challenges, 
noting that “the demands (on 
submarine forces) continue to 
grow at an unprecedented rate.” 
The document acts as “clear and 
concise expression of [the] oper¬ 
ation’s purpose and the desired 
end state” to provide “focus” and 
“help subordinate and supporting 
commanders achieve the com¬ 
mander’s desired results without 
further orders,” according to the 
Department of Defense. 

“America’s military remains 
the strongest in the world, but 
our advantage is shrinking due 
to rapid advancements by rival 
states,” the Commander’s Intent 
said. “... Their ever-evolving 
challenges demand our continued 
vigilance, commitment to combat 
readiness, ability to quickly adapt 
and learn in the face of change 
and our strict adherence to the 
Navy core attributes of our pro¬ 
fessional identity.” 

Despite the changing land¬ 
scape, the leader of Submarine 
Group 7, which oversees opera¬ 
tions in an area that is home to 
some of the United States’ fierc¬ 
est challengers, said the Silent 
Service remains competitive and 
vigilant in the protection of the 
nation and its interests. 

Primary challengers 

The Commander’s Intent listed 
four nations — Russia, China, 
North Korea and Iran — as the 
US.’ primary challengers, all 
of which fall under Submarine 
Group 7’s domain, stretching 
from the International Dateline 
to the Suez Canal. 

“Russia is investing in new 
military capabilities, includ¬ 
ing nuclear systems that remain 
our most significant existential 
threat. China is aggressively pur¬ 
suing the most capable and well- 
funded military in the world, 
after our own,” the Commander’s 
Intent said. “North Korea publicly 
seeks the ability to attack us with 
nuclear weapons. Iran supports 
terrorist groups and openly calls 
for our destruction.” 

While there is evidence that 
challengers are bolstering their 
undersea capabilities. Subma¬ 
rine Group 7 commander Rear 


Adm. James Pitts said the force 
remains ready to “compete, deter 
and defend.” 

“Our competitors are rapidly 
accelerating their capabilities, 
their reach and their operations, 
so our job here at Submarine 
Group 7 is to ensure that we use 
the forces that are provided to us 
to stay ready, to stay ahead of our 
competitors and to stay aware of 
what it is that they’re doing,” he 
said. 

Those skills are what submari¬ 
ners “routinely execute through 
our missions, exercises and train¬ 
ing out here in the Indo-Pacific,” 
Pitts added. 

A changing security environ¬ 
ment will rely more heavily on 
sea-based operations. Accord¬ 
ing to the 2018 National Defense 
Strategy, “the central challenge 
to US. prosperity and security 
is the re-emergence of long-term 
strategic competition.” 

“It is increasingly clear that 
China and Russia want to shape 
a world consistent with their au¬ 
thoritarian model — gaining veto 
authority over other nations’ eco¬ 
nomic, diplomatic and security 
decisions,” the paper said. 

China “will continue to pursue a 
military modernization program 
that seeks Indo-Pacific regional 
hegemony in the near-term and 
displacement of the United States 
to achieve global preeminence in 
the future,” it added. 

China has the largest navy in 
the region by number of ships, 
with more than 300 in its People’s 
Liberation Army Navy, accord¬ 
ing to the 2018 Department of 
Defense report to Congress on 
Chinese military and security 
developments. 

China plans to build its subma¬ 
rine fleet from 56 to “between 69 
and 78” by 2020, it said. However, 
all but nine of their submarines 
run on diesel. 

All American submarines are 
nuclear-powered, meaning the 
vessels can stay underwater far 
longer without the need to surface 
to refuel. US. submarines typi¬ 
cally stay underwater for about 
three months before resurfacing 
to restock sailors’ food supplies. 

Russia is also boosting its sub¬ 
marine force. Adm. James Foggo, 
commander of US. Naval Forces 
Europe and Africa, told Stars and 
Stripes in June that the country 
is deploying more submarines to 
the Mediterranean, the Black Sea 
and North Atlantic than at any 
time since the Cold War. 

Foggo said Russia is also up¬ 
grading its submarine forc¬ 
es and improving its missile 
capabilities. 

The growth is happening in the 
face of an April Congressional 
Research Service report that said 
the Navy’s fleet of fast-attack sub¬ 
marines is scheduled to shrink 
from 52 to 42 by 2028. 


‘Tyranny of distance’ 

One of the greatest challenges 
to overcome is the commonly ref¬ 
erenced “tyranny of distance” — 
the role the US.’ proximity to the 
Western Pacific plays in conduct¬ 
ing operations in the area, Pitts 
said. Add on that “things that 
happen undersea seem to happen 
relatively slowly,” and Pitts said 
strategizing the Silent Service’s 
movements is onerous. 

“That’s one of the biggest chal¬ 
lenges that we collectively face on 
a day-to-day basis — how to pos¬ 
ture and position our forces to be 
in the right positions to execute 
their missions and with having 
that responsibility of basically 
from the Suez Canal to the Inter¬ 
national Dateline,” he said. 

The challenge is made more 
difficult by the declining number 
of submarines since the pause in 
submarine procurement after the 
Cold War. A 2016 study on the 
Navy’s force structure concluded 
it needed 66 nuclear-powered at¬ 
tack and guided missile subma¬ 
rines. As of April, the service had 
53 of the former and just four of 
the latter, according to a recent 
Naval Analysis graphic. 

“As a result of decisions made 
many years ago, the number of 
submarines has begun a long- 
sustained reduction that will in¬ 
crease these demands on each 
ship and crew,” the Commander’s 
Intent said. 

Pitts said that at any given time, 
the US. has a “handful” of sub¬ 
marines operating in the Western 
Pacific. That’s why he said being 
stationed in Yokosuka, Japan, and 


having access to four forward-de¬ 
ployed submarines in Guam is an 
advantage. 

The positioning also helps 
build relationships with allies and 
neighboring navies. Pitts said he 
routinely works with naval and 
submarine forces from South 
Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, India and 
Australia. He also has Royal Aus¬ 
tralian Navy and Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force liaisons on 
his staff who help work with their 
home countries. 

“It’s pooling the power and 
strength of those submarine 
forces and navies as part of us 
as a team to maintain free trade, 
international order and be ready 
should potential adversaries chal¬ 
lenge us,” Pitts said. “My job is to 
continue strengthening those re¬ 
lationships and showing them the 
commitment that we are there for 
them and we are ready to inte¬ 
grate and interoperate with them 
at a moment’s notice.” 

Pitts said so far during his five- 


Rear Adm. Jimmy 
Pitts, right, Submarine 
Group 7 commander, 
greets Cmdr. Takehiko 
Hirama, of the IS 
Seiryu, prior to going 
underway aboard the 
Japanese submarine at 
Yokosuka Naval Base, 
Japan, last month. 

Ryan LirzENBERGER/Courtesy 

of the U.S. Navy 

month tenure. Submarine Group 
7 “has always delivered and ex¬ 
ecuted their operations effec¬ 
tively.” Still, he said, to maintain 
sharpness, submariners consis¬ 
tently review their work for areas 
of improvement. 

“At Submarine Forces we are 
generally good at being very in¬ 
trospective and learning from 
every operation and taking those 
lessons to go back into that contin¬ 
uous improvement,” he said. “We 
should always be cautiously para¬ 
noid and circumspect that we can 
never rest on our laurels.” 

Looking forward, Pitts said he 
will continue to lead in a way that 
“ensure(s) that we are meeting 
the tasking from the national de¬ 
fense strategy. 

“That we are competitive, deter 
aggression and, God forbid our 
deterrence fails, we are ready to 
go into combat and ready to fight 
and win.” 

doornbos.caitlin(l)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aCaitlinDoornbos 
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MILITARY _ 

Air Force band builds bonds through music 



Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 


Tech. Sgt. Joseph Whitt greets students at The American School in 
Marrakech, Morocco, during a concert at the international school 
last month. Whitt is a bass guitarist with the U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe Band based at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

MARRAKECH, Morocco — 
Several minutes into the band’s 
first song, a few teenagers tap 
their feet, sway in their seats and 
sing along. 

Many more slouch or cross their 
arms, appearing uninterested or 
unconvinced that the uniformed 
military musicians on the stage 
at The American School of Mar¬ 
rakech are worth their time. Un¬ 
fazed, the band presses on with a 
playlist of American modern pop 
songs. 

The U.S. Air Forces in Europe 
rock ensemble. Touch ’n Go, 
works its magic. Before long, the 
kids are out of their seats, show¬ 
ing off their dance moves, gig¬ 
gling, clapping and jumping into 
a conga line. 

When the band concludes with 
a rocking rendition of “Uptown 
Funk,” the students plead, “One 
more song.” The band complies 
with Justin Timberlake’s “Can’t 
Stop the Feeling.” 

Afterward, Abla Doumou, 17, a 
senior at the international school, 
where a majority of the 400 stu¬ 
dents are Moroccan, gushed 
about the performance. 

“I thought it was amazing,” she 
said. “It was very fun. It just lifted 


the whole school spirit.” 

The musically inchned airmen 
who rocked Doumou’s school are 
members of the larger USAFE 
band. They were in Morocco late 
last month to support several De¬ 
fense Department engagements 
in the northern African country. 
The school was among a busy slate 
of appearances the group made. 


They also played for African air 
chiefs at a dinner social and per¬ 
formed for international audienc¬ 
es at the Marrakech Air Show. 

Equipped with a keyboard, 
electric guitars, drums and vocals 
that could go far on “American 
Idol,” the band while in Morocco 
had the dual mission of entertain¬ 
ing and strengthening relation¬ 


ships with allies. 

Where the U.S. Air Force ven¬ 
tures, so too does the band. 

These days, that means a lot of 
concerts in Eastern Europe and 
Africa, the two areas of strategic 
focus for the band’s command, 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air 
Forces Africa. 

“Overall, our mission is just 
the soft power,” said Senior Air¬ 
man Sierra Bailey, 28, a vocalist. 
“We perform music that every¬ 
body knows, no matter where 
you are from in the world. We’re 
able to use that to connect with 
everybody.” 

Last year, the band racked up 
364 performances in 29 countries. 
Highlights included troop morale 
missions in Niger and performing 
with the Ukrainian military band 
during the country’s internation¬ 
ally broadcast Independence Day 
celebration, according to a band 
statement. 

For its work, the USAFE band 
earlier this year announced it re¬ 
ceived a top-level Air Force pub¬ 
lic affairs award, the first time a 
band received such an honor. 

“Our mission in a nutshell is to 
honor, inspire and connect,” said 
Senior Airman Bryan Smith, 38, 
a percussionist. 

In recent years, the Pentagon 
has eyed cuts to military bands as 


its looks for ways to pay for weap¬ 
ons systems. In 2016, there were 
more than 130 military bands 
worldwide comprising about 
6,500 musicians, according to 
The New York Times. 

But the USAFE band, with 47 
members, isn’t expecting any 
drawdowns in personnel, said 
Staff Sgt. Justin Cockerham, a 
keyboardist, vocalist and the 
band’s musical director. 

Overseas bands, he said, tend to 
have priority for manning given 
their strategic missions. 

One of Cockerham’s most mem¬ 
orable experiences with the band 
occurred over a piano at a hotel in 
Kyrgyzstan with a Soviet expatri¬ 
ate who didn’t speak English. 

The two gave an impromptu 
concert for hotel guests and, with 
the help of a translator, talked for 
hours about jazz, something the 
musician could not study in the 
former Soviet Union because it 
represented American freedom, 
he told Cockerham. 

“Those kind of relationships, 
they get lost in the organizational 
hubbub when nations talk to each 
other,” Cockerham said. “But 
that’s really one of our targets, 
forming those... people-to-people 
relationships, absent of politics.” 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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ELECTION 2018 


Dem-led House may 
thwart Trump plaus 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, right, of California, steps away from the podium 
as House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer, D-Md., give a thumbs up after Pelosi spoke 
about Democratic gains in the House of Representatives on Tuesday in Washington. 


By Steve Peoples and Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats have re¬ 
gained control of the House from President 
Donald Trump’s Republican Party in the 
midterm elections, powered by a suburban 
revolt that has threatened what’s left of the 
president’s governing agenda. 

But the GOP added to its Senate edge 
and prevailed in some key races for gov¬ 
ernor Tuesday, beating back the potential 
of big Democratic gains across the board. 
The “blue wave” that some had feared 
from Election Day never 
ANAIYSIS fully materialized. 

The mixed verdict in 
the first nationwide elec¬ 
tion of Trump’s presidency showed the 
limits of his hard-line immigration rheto¬ 
ric in America’s evolving political land¬ 
scape, where college-educated voters in 
the suburbs rejected his warnings of a 
migrant “invasion.” But blue-collar voters 
and rural America embraced his aggres¬ 
sive talk and stances. 

The new Democratic House majority 
will end Republican dominance in Wash¬ 
ington for the final two years of Trump’s 
first term with m^or questions looming 
about health care, immigration and gov¬ 
ernment spending. 

House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi 
of California, who would be in line to be¬ 
come the next speaker, spoke of “a new 
day in America.” Trump, in a tweet, said 
that “in all fairness” Pelosi “deserves” to 
return to her former role as speaker, de¬ 
spite some rumblings in her party. “She 
has earned this great honor!” 

But the Democrats’ edge is narrow. With 
218 seats needed for a majority in the 435- 
member House, Democrats have won 220 
and the Republicans 193, with winners un¬ 
determined in 22 races. 

Trump addressed the results at a post¬ 
election news conference scheduled for 
midday Wednesday. 

The president’s party will maintain 
control of the executive branch of the gov¬ 
ernment, in addition to the Senate. But 
Democrats suddenly have a foothold that 
gives them subpoena power to probe deep 
into Trump’s personal and professional 
missteps — and his long-withheld tax 
returns. 

Early Wednesday, Trump warned Dem¬ 
ocrats against using their new m^ority to 
investigate his administration. 


“If the Democrats think they are going to 
waste Taxpayer Money investigating us at 
the House level,” Trump tweeted, “then we 
will likewise be forced to consider investi¬ 
gating them for all of the leaks of Classified 
Information, and much else, at the Senate 
level. Two can play that game!” It wasn’t 
clear what “leaks” he was referring to. 

It could have been a much bigger night 
for Democrats, who suffered stinging loss¬ 
es in Ohio and in Florida, where Trump- 
backed Republican Ron DeSantis ended 
Democrat Andrew Gillum’s bid to become 
the state’s first black governor. 

The elections also exposed an extraor¬ 
dinary political realignment in an elector¬ 
ate defined by race, gender, and education 
that could shape U.S. politics for years to 
come. 

The GOP’s successes were fueled by 
a coalition that’s decidedly older, whiter, 
more male and less likely to have college 
degrees. Democrats relied more upon 
women, people of color, young people and 
college graduates. 

Record diversity on the ballot may have 
helped drive turnout. 

Voters were on track to send at least 99 
women to the House, shattering the record 
of 84 now. The House was also getting its 
first two Muslim women, Massachusetts 
elected its first black congresswoman, and 
Tennessee got its first female senator. 

Three candidates had hoped to become 
their states’ first black governors, although 
just one — Georgia Democrat Stacey 
Abrams — was still in the running. 

Overall, women voted considerably more 
in favor of congressional Democratic can¬ 
didates — with fewer than 4 in 10 voting for 
Republicans, according to VoteCast, a na¬ 
tionwide survey of more than 115,000 vot¬ 
ers and about 20,000 nonvoters conducted 
for The Associated Press by NORC at the 
University of Chicago. 

In suburban areas where key House 
races were decided, female voters skewed 
significantly toward Democrats by a near¬ 
ly 10-point margin. 

Democrats celebrated a handful of victo¬ 
ries in their “blue wall” Midwestern states, 
electing or re-electing governors in Michi¬ 
gan, Pennsylvania, Minnesota and in Wis¬ 
consin, where Scott Walker was defeated 
by the state’s education chief, Tony Evers. 

The road to a House majority ran 
through two dozen suburban districts that 
Hillary Clinton won in 2016. Democrats 


flipped seats in suburban districts outside 
Washington, Philadelphia, Miami, Chicago 
and Denver. Democrats also reclaimed a 
handful of blue-collar districts carried by 
both former President Barack Obama and 
Trump. 

The results were more mixed deeper 
into Trump country. 

In Kansas, Democrat Sharice Davids 
beat a GOP incumbent to become the first 
gay Native American woman elected to 
the House. But in Kentucky, one of the top 
Democratic recruits, retired Marine fight¬ 
er pilot Amy McGrath, lost her bid to oust 
three-term Rep. Andy Barr. 

Trump sought to take credit for retain¬ 
ing the GOP’s Senate majority, even as the 
party lost control of the House. In a tweet 
Wednesday, he referred to the election re¬ 
sults as a “Big Victory.” 

History was working against the presi¬ 
dent in both the House and the Senate. A 
president’s party has traditionally suffered 
deep losses in his first midterm election, 
and 2002’s was the only midterm election 
in the past three decades when the party 
holding the White House gained Senate 
seats. 

Democrats’ dreams of the Senate m^or- 
ity, always unlikely, were shattered after 
losses in top Senate battlegrounds: Indi¬ 
ana, Missouri, Tennessee, North Dakota 
and Texas. 

Some hurt worse than others. 

In Texas, Sen Ted Cruz staved off a tough 
challenge from Democrat Beto O’Rourke, 
whose record-smashing fundraising and 
celebrity have set off buzz he could be a 
credible 2020 White House contender. 

Nearly 40 percent of voters cast their 
ballots to express opposition to the presi¬ 


dent, according to VoteCast, while one-in- 
four said they voted to express support for 
Trump. 

Overall, 6 in 10 voters said the country 
was headed in the wrong direction, but 
roughly that same number described the 
national economy as excellent or good. 
Twenty-five percent described health care 
and immigration as the most important is¬ 
sues in the election. 

Nearly two-thirds said Trump was a rea¬ 
son for their vote. 

The president bet big on a xenophobic 
closing message, warning of an immigrant 
“invasion” that promised to spread violent 
crime and drugs across the nation. Several 
television networks, including the presi¬ 
dent’s favorite. Fox News Channel, yanked 
a Trump campaign advertisement off the 
air on the eve of the election, determining 
that its portrayal of a murderous immi¬ 
grant went too far. 

One of Trump’s most vocal defenders on 
immigration, Kansas Secretary of State 
Kris Kobach, lost his bid for governor. 

Kobach had built a national profile as 
an advocate of tough immigration policies 
and strict voter photo ID laws. He served 
as vice chairman of Trump’s now-defunct 
commission on voter fraud. 

The president found partial success de¬ 
spite his current job approval, set at 40 per¬ 
cent by Gallup, the lowest at this point of 
any first-term president in the modern era. 
Both Barack Obama’s and Bill Clinton’s 
numbers were 5 percentage points higher, 
and both suffered mqjor midterm losses of 
63 and 54 House seats, respectively. 


Committees: Democrats take over leadership in areas affecting military 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

running for office. “You will see 
more priorities that Democrats 
will focus on,” such as address¬ 
ing an end game to the overseas 
wars, revamping the president’s 
war powers, boosting oversight 
of operations in Yemen and else¬ 
where and protecting veterans 
better. 

With hundreds of congres¬ 
sional seats contested in the 
midterm elections. Republican 
control of the House and Senate 
was in question. Polls suggested 
Democrats had a good chance at 
gaining control of the House, but 


less so in the Senate. 

By Wednesday afternoon. The 
Associated Press said Democrats 
looked to control the House by 
220 to 193 seats, with nearly two 
dozen races yet to be decided. 

“From tonight’s results, it is 
clear that Americans are hungry 
for a change in leadership and a 
new tone in politics,” said Emily 
Cherniack, founder and executive 
director of bipartisan political 
group New Politics. 

Rep. Adam Smith, of Washing¬ 
ton state, the ranking Democrat 
for the House Armed Services 
Committee who won re-election 
Tuesday, is poised to take the 


helm of the committee. Smith had 
said ahead of Tuesday’s elections 
that defense spending, increased 
oversight and thwarting limits 
on who can serve in the military 
would be top priorities. 

“I think the biggest difference 
will probably be more oversight,” 
Smith had said. “We’re not clear 
exactly where this administration 
is going with the military.” 

Control shifts for key commit¬ 
tees. With Democrats capturing 
control of the House, they take 
over leadership of the key House 
committees of Armed Services, 
Veterans Affairs and Appropria¬ 
tions. The Armed Services Com¬ 


mittee helps shape policy and 
spending at the Pentagon, while 
the Veterans Affairs committee 
handles issues facing former ser- 
vicemembers and the Appropria¬ 
tions Committee directs funding 
to the Pentagon. 

Jeremy Teigen, a political sci¬ 
ence professor at Ramapo Col¬ 
lege of New Jersey, suggested 
lawmakers — even in a split 
Congress — will still draw more 
bipartisanship efforts, especially 
for veterans affairs. 

“It’s important to remember 
that the people who tend to serve 
on the Veterans Affairs com¬ 
mittees and those that become 


chairs tend to be military veter¬ 
ans. It’s not like the parties have 
very different views on veterans 
policies,” such as education and 
other veteran benefits, said Tei¬ 
gen, author of the book “Why Vet¬ 
erans Run: Military Service in 
American Presidential Elections, 
1789-2016.” 

With control of the House 
switching to Democrats, Rep. 
Mark Takano, D-Calif, is look¬ 
ing to become the next chair¬ 
man of the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. Takano 
won re-election Tuesday against 
his Republican challenger, Aja 
Smith. 
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Veterans: Host 
of defense matters 
ahead for lawmakers 



Gallego Lamb Sherill Crenshaw Carper 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“I think it’s pretty clear now 
that veterans are the reason that 
Democrats are going to take back 
the House,” said Jon Soltz, chair¬ 
man of progressive political orga¬ 
nization VoteVets. “It’s definitely 
a great night for veterans who are 
Democrats.” 

A new cadre of military vet¬ 
eran lawmakers, which includes 
dozens of Democrats and Repub¬ 
licans who scored wins Tuesday, 
will begin their terms in January 
and could help steer m^or de¬ 
fense issues. 

The more than 200 veterans 
who ran for seats in the House 
and Senate was an uptick of for¬ 
mer servicemembers seeking 
office, according to With Honor, 
a new “cross-partisan” group fo¬ 
cused on electing candidates with 
military service to public office. 
That followed more than 400 who 
ran in primary races earlier this 
year. 

Many veterans ran in high- 
profile races, such as Republi¬ 
can Reps. Martha McSally and 
Duncan Hunter, who are part of 
a traditional Republican block 
of candidates running in district 
and statewide races. But others 
were part of a new generation of 
Democratic politicians with mili¬ 
tary experience. 

With Honor saw 17 of nearly 40 
Republican and Democratic can¬ 
didates who they endorsed claim 
victories by Wednesday morning. 
Several races were still too close 
to call hours after polls closed. 

“We need leaders on both sides 
who will put country first,” said 
Rye Barcott, Marine Corps vet¬ 
eran and co-founder of With 
Honor, a super PAC group. “The 
problems we are taking on — hy¬ 
perpartisanship, dysfunction in 
Congress, and the decline of vet¬ 
erans in public office — are de¬ 
bilitating to our country.” 

All 435 seats in the House 
and 35 of the Senate’s 100 seats 
were up for grabs in Tuesday’s 
elections. 

The winning veterans include 
incumbents such as Reps. Mike 
Gallagher, R-Wis.; Adam Kinz- 
inger, R-Ill.; Ted Lieu, D-Calif; 
and Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., who 
have made their mark in short 
tenures in Congress. Others, such 
as Democrats Elaine Luria, of 
Virginia, and Max Rose, of New 


York, ousted incumbents in up¬ 
sets Tuesday to win their first 
terms as House lawmakers. 

In an overnight reversal. The 
Associated Press and others can¬ 
celed their call that Republican 
Rep. Will Hurd would win Texas’ 
23rd District, reporting Demo¬ 
crat Gina Ortiz Jones, an Air 
Force veteran, was leading in the 
voting. 

In one of the more controversial 
races. Hunter, a Marine Corps 
veteran and incumbent from 
California, won his district while 
facing 60 criminal charges. De¬ 
spite Hunter being saddled with 
claims of misusing $250,000 in 
campaign funds, he defeated his 
Democratic opponent, Ammar 
Campa-Ngjjar, for a seat that he 
took in 2009 after his father re¬ 
tired from office. 

At least six other races featured 
two veterans facing off. 

In Florida, incumbent Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Bill Nelson, an Army 
veteran, and the state’s Republi¬ 
can Gov. Rick Scott, a Navy vet¬ 
eran, were headed for a potential 
recount. 

In Massachusetts, Democratic 
Rep. Seth Moulton, a Marine 
Corps veteran, won re-election 
to a third term against Republi¬ 
can Joseph Schneider, a former 
Green Beret. 

This year’s increase in veteran 
candidates follows dwindling 
representation of former service- 
members in Congress for several 
decades. 

Their percentage fell from 
peaks of 81 percent in the Senate 
in 1975 and 75.2 percent in the 
House in 1969 to recent lows of 20 
percent or less by 2015, according 
to the most recent figures from 
Pew Research Center. 

Bipartisanship hopes 

With some pundits pointing to 
the dwindling ranks of veterans 
as contributing to toxic partisan¬ 
ship on Capitol Hill, the hope is 
now that more former service- 
members in Congress could re¬ 
verse that trend. 

Of the 200 House candidates 
tracked by With Honor, 102 were 
Republicans, 61 were Demo¬ 
crats and the remainder were 
third-party and write-in candi¬ 
dates, said With Honor spokes¬ 
woman Ellen Zeng. The group 


endorsed 20 Republicans and 19 
Democrats. 

“We hope a critical mass of 
these With Honor candidates 
can help fix our broken politics,” 
Zeng said. 

Lawmakers will be taking on a 
long to-do list for defense matters 
when the new Congress convenes 
in January. 

The fate of an ongoing military 
buildup, war and deployment 
oversight and decisions on who 
can enlist in the service will be 
directed by lawmakers in Wash¬ 
ington for the coming two years. 

In addition. President Donald 
Trump’s growing demands for 
the military — from expansions 
in overseas war operations to sur¬ 
prise efforts to install budget cuts 
to plans to deploy about 15,000 
troops to the U.S.-Mexico border 
— could also come under addi¬ 
tional congressional scrutiny. 

This, as Pentagon officials 
are slated in January to roll out 
two proposed fiscal year 2020 
budgets: a $733 billion plan that 
would stay on track with a mili¬ 
tary expansion and a $700 bil¬ 
lion plan that would undo much 
of its initiatives from the last two 
years. Lawmakers will also con¬ 
tend with budget caps that would 
otherwise keep defense spending 
to $576 billion for the 2020 fiscal 
year. 

The new Congress also might 
have to contend with several cost¬ 
ly Trump plans to create a Space 
Force as a new military service 
and a military parade through the 
streets of Washington that was 
put on hold until 2019. There’s 
also ongoing debate over whether 
transgender personnel and cer¬ 
tain immigrants should be eligi¬ 
ble to serve in the military. 

Easy wins, upsets 

Several military veterans who 
won re-election bids were es¬ 
pecially vocal on the role of the 
military in their previous, short 
tenures on Capitol Hill. And in 
several cases, their wins could be 
considered upsets. 

Rep. Conor Lamb, D-Pa., won 
the seat for his state’s newly 
drawn 17th District on Tuesday 
with only months in Congress 
after a close, upset win in a March 
special election. Lamb won that 
previous race for the state’s 18th 
Congressional District, a tradi¬ 
tionally Republican stronghold, 
by ewer than 700 votes. 

With Tuesday’s win. Lamb 
ousted sitting Republican Rep. 
Keith Rothfus, who represented 
the state’s 12th District since 
2013. 

Gallagher, a Marine Corps vet¬ 
eran who won a second term in 
Wisconsin’s 8th District, made 
headlines during his first term 
for criticizing Trump, and par¬ 


ticularly the rollout of the presi¬ 
dent’s travel ban last year. 

Gallego, an Arizona Democrat 
and Iraq War veteran, was elected 
to his third term in the House on 
Tuesday, defeating Green Party 
candidate Gary Swing. Gallego, 
an outspoken Trump critic, faced 
no Republican challenger for Ari¬ 
zona’s District 7. 

Gallego has said publicly that 
he’s considering vying for a Sen¬ 
ate seat, possibly during the 2020 
special election for the remainder 
of John McCain’s term. 

McCain, an outspoken Repub¬ 
lican senator from Arizona, died 
in August. 

In Delaware, incumbent Dem¬ 
ocratic Sen. Tom Carper, a Navy 
veteran, fended off Republican 
Robert Arlett, a Naval Reserve 
veteran. 

In Illinois’ 12th Congressio¬ 
nal District, Republican Rep. 
Mike Bost declared victory over 
Democrat Brendan Kelly, a Navy 
veteran. In Pennsylvania’s 10th 
District, Republican Rep. Scott 
Perry, an active member of the 
state’s National Guard, won over 
Democrat George Scott, an Army 
veteran. 

Greg Pence, a Republican, 
Marine Corps veteran and older 
brother of Vice President Mike 
Pence, won a House seat in In¬ 
diana’s 6th District by a large 
margin. 

And in Colorado’s 6th District, 
Iraq War veteran and Democrat 
Jason Crow upset another vet¬ 
eran, Rep. Mike Coffman, a Re¬ 
publican who was seeking a sixth 
term in the House. 

Crow is a former Army Ranger 
and first-time political candidate. 
During the campaign, he criti¬ 
cized Coffman’s “A” rating from 
the National Rifle Association. 
The 6th District is home to Au¬ 
rora, where a 2012 mass shooting 
took place at a movie theater. 

In the Houston area. Repub¬ 
lican Dan Crenshaw, a former 
Navy SEAL, won a first term in 
the state’s 2nd Congressional Dis¬ 
trict. Crenshaw unwittingly drew 
national attention last weekend 
when he was the subject of a joke 
on “Saturday Night Live” for his 
war injury. Crenshaw, who saw 
five deployments, was hit by a 
bomb blast during a mission in 
Afghanistan that destroyed his 
right eye. Crenshaw now wears 
an eye patch that became an icon¬ 
ic symbol in his campaign. 

“I think we’re doing well; we’re 
excited,” Crenshaw told a Hous¬ 
ton crowd late Tuesday ahead of 
the official results. 

Of the “SNL” joke, he said, “I’m 
from the SEAL team; we don’t re¬ 
ally get offended.” 

Some lose, others wait 

In the race to replace outgoing 


Republican Sen. Jeff Flake in Ar¬ 
izona, McSally, an Air Force vet¬ 
eran, remained in a tight contest 
with her opponent. Democratic 
Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, by early 
Wednesday. 

In New Hampshire’s 1st Con¬ 
gressional District, Navy veteran 
Eddie Edwards, a Republican, 
lost his race. Edwards, a former 
police chief, lost to state lawmak¬ 
er Andy Sanborn. 

Democrats Amy McGrath, 
of Kentucky, and Randy “Iron- 
stache” Bryce, of Wisconsin, an 
Army veteran, drew national 
buzz in their congressional bids 
but fell short in their bids Tues¬ 
day to win first terms as House 
lawmakers. 

Though McGrath lost her fight, 
she impressed election watchers 
with how close the veteran Ma¬ 
rine fighter pilot came to pulling 
an upset. 

“This race was never supposed 
to be competitive and McGrath 
ran on a background of being an 
independent,” Zeng said. “She 
only lost by (about) 3 points.” 

Female vets draw buzz 

In New Jersey’s 11th Congres¬ 
sional District, veteran Navy 
helicopter pilot Mikie Sherill, a 
Democrat, beat Jay Webber, a Re¬ 
publican state assemblyman. The 
two were vying to fill the seat of 
retiring Republican Rep. Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, who held the seat 
for 12 terms. 

Chrissy Houlahan, an Air 
Force veteran, won a first term 
for Pennsylvania’s 6th District, 
while Luria pulled an upset in 
Virginia’s 2nd District. 

And Air Force veteran Mary 
Jennings “M.J.” Hegar, a Demo¬ 
crat, lost in a tight race with in¬ 
cumbent Republican Rep. John 
Carter in Texas’ 31st District, a 
deeply conservative swath Trump 
won in 2016. 

Luria, Sherill, Houlahan and 
other female military veterans 
running for office are part of a 
new, energizing movement, po¬ 
litical watchers said. 

“These amazing women lead¬ 
ers are part of the changing face 
of the military who have attracted 
attention because of their willing¬ 
ness to shatter every ceiling first 
in the military and then in poli¬ 
tics,” Dan Helmer, vice chair of 
progressive political organization 
VoteVets, said ahead of Tuesday’s 
election. 

“These strong women military 
leaders have captured the atten¬ 
tion of the whole country and it’s 
not a surprise.” 

grisales.craudia@stripes.com 

Twitter: @cgrisales 
wentiing.nii<ki@stri pes.com 
Twitter: ©nikkiwentiing 


Of the 200 House candidates tracked 
by the “cross-partisan” group With 
Honor, 102 were Republicans, 61 were 
Democrats and the remainder were 
third-party and write-in candidates. The 
group endorsed 20 Republicans and 19 
Democrats. 
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GOP holds temper Dem gubernatorial gains 



Robert F. Bukaty/AP 

Maine Gov.-elect Janet Mills, center, acknowledges applause from customers Wednesday as she arrives 
at Becky’s Diner in Portland, Maine. Mills, a Democrat, will be the state’s first female governor. 


By David A. Lieb 

Associated Press 

Democrats tried Tuesday to 
fight their way back to power in 
state capitals across the country 
by reclaiming governor’s seats in 
several key states, marking sig¬ 
nificant steps in their nationwide 
strategy to reverse years of Re¬ 
publican gains in state capitals. 

Still, their victories in Illinois, 
Michigan, Nevada and Wisconsin 
were balanced by Republicans 
holding on to one of the top priz¬ 
es, Florida, and the governor’s 
offices in Ohio and Arizona. All 
three states will figure promi¬ 
nently in the presidential map in 
two years. 

The nation’s other closely 
watched governor’s race, in Geor¬ 
gia, remained too close to call 
Wednesday. 

Democrats’ toppling of Repub¬ 
lican Scott Walker in Wisconsin 
completed a sweep for the party 
in the upper Midwest. Walker 
was a top target of Democrats 
and a polarizing figure in his 
state, sweeping into office dur¬ 
ing the tea party wave of 2010 
and gaining national attention by 
leading a rollback of union rights 
that led to protests inside the state 
Capitol. He survived a recall at¬ 
tempt before falling short in a bid 
for the Republican presidential 
nomination. 

The win by Democrat Tony 
Evers gives his party a chance 
to undo some of Walker’s accom¬ 
plishments, including a strict 
voter ID law. 


Likewise, Democrats hope their 
victories signal a resurgence for 
their party in America’s heart¬ 
land, where President Donald 
Trump romped in 2016. 

“I think the message is a simple 
one. A candidate with a moderate 
tone but progressive in thinking 
can win in the heartland,” former 
Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack, a Demo¬ 


crat, said. “Winning the gover¬ 
norships is huge in beginning the 
process of changing the direction 
of our politics.” 

In Michigan, Democrat Gretch- 
en Whitmer defeated Republican 
Bill Schuette, upending years of 
Republican control in the state. 
The former legislative leader will 
become the second female gover¬ 


nor in a state where Democrats 
heavily targeted other statewide 
and legislative offices. 

Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner 
in Illinois lost his bid for a second 
term to Democrat J.B. Pritzker. 
The billionaire appears to have 
capitalized not only on Rauner’s 
lack of popularity but broader dis¬ 
satisfaction with Trump. In Kan¬ 


sas, Democratic state lawmaker 
Laura Kelly defeated Republican 
Secretary of State Kris Kobach, a 
close ally of Trump. 

New Mexico also tipped into 
the Democratic column, as did 
Maine, where Democratic At¬ 
torney General Janet Mills won 
the race to succeed combative 
Republican Gov. Paul LePage, 
who was term-limited after eight 
years in office. 

Democrats Andrew Cuomo in 
New York and Tom Wolf in Penn¬ 
sylvania easily won re-election, 
as did two Republicans in Dem¬ 
ocratic-leaning states — Larry 
Hogan in Maryland and Charlie 
Baker in Massachusetts. 

In Iowa, Republican Gov. Kim 
Reynolds broke the Democrats’ 
run of Midwest success by being 
elected to a full term. 

In all, voters were choosing 36 
governors and 6,089 state legisla¬ 
tors in general and special elec¬ 
tions that have attracted record 
amounts of spending from na¬ 
tional Democratic and Republi¬ 
can groups. 

Republicans are in control 
more often than not in state capi¬ 
tals across the country, but Dem¬ 
ocrats were trying to pull a little 
closer in Tuesday’s elections. 

The political parties are trying 
not only to win now but also to put 
themselves in strong position for 
the elections two years from now 
that will determine which party 
will have the upper hand in re¬ 
drawing congressional and state 
legislative districts. 


Trans rights, legal pot among featured ballot measures 


By David Crary 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — In the first 
statewide referendum on trans¬ 
gender rights, Massachusetts vot¬ 
ers on Tuesday beat back a repeal 
attempt and reaffirmed a 2016 
law extending nondiscrimination 
protections to transgender peo¬ 
ple, including their use of public 
bathrooms and locker rooms. 

Voters in 37 states considered 
an array of intriguing ballot mea¬ 
sures Tuesday. 

Michigan voters made their 
state the first in the Midwest to 
legalize recreational marijuana 
by passing a ballot measure that 
will allow people 21 or older to 
buy and use the drug. A similar 
measure was defeated in North 
Dakota, meaning there are now 
10 states that allow recreational 
use of pot. Missouri became the 
31st state to approve the medical 
use of marijuana, while Utah was 
considering that step. 

“Western and northeastern 
states have led the way on legal¬ 
izing marijuana, but the victory 
in Michigan powerfully demon¬ 
strates the national reach of this 
movement,” said Maria McFar¬ 
land Sanchez-Moreno, executive 
director of the Drug Policy Alli¬ 
ance, who questioned how long 
the federal government could re¬ 
sist the legalization wave. 


Notable initiatives 

There were 155 statewide initia¬ 
tives on the ballot across the coun¬ 
try. Some highlights: 

Michigan legalizes recreational 
marijuana. 

Missouri OKs medical marijuana. 
Massachusetts reaffirms law pro¬ 
tecting transgender people. 

Florida approves voting rights for 
ex-felons. 

SOURCE: The Associated Press 


The outcome in Massachusetts 
was a huge relief to LGBT rights 
activists, who feared that a vote to 
repeal the 2016 law would prompt 
a wave of similar efforts to roll 
back protections in other states. 
Already, some protections at the 
federal level are under threat 
from President Donald Trump’s 
administration. 

“When transgender rights are 
being threatened nationally, we 
absolutely must preserve the 
rights we have secured at the 
state level,” said Carol Rose, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the Ameri¬ 
can Civil Liberties Union of 
Massachusetts. 

Civil rights activists also scored 
a mqjor victory in Florida, where 
voters approved a ballot measure 


that will enable more than 1 mil¬ 
lion ex-felons to regain their vot¬ 
ing rights. That could alter the 
future election landscape in the 
nation’s most populous swing 
state. 

Floridians also approved a 
measure aimed at phasing out 
greyhound racing in the state, the 
last stronghold of the sport in the 
US. 

In all, 155 statewide initiatives 
were on the ballot across the 
country. Most were drafted by 
state legislatures, but 64 resulted 
from citizen-initiated campaigns, 
including many of the most eye¬ 
catching proposals. 

A minimum wage increase 
was approved in two states. An 
Arkansas measure will raise the 
wage from $8.50 an hour to $11 
by 2021; Missouri will gradually 
raise the $7.85 minimum wage to 
$12 an hour. 

Proposals to change the redis¬ 
tricting process so it’s potentially 
less partisan were approved in 
Missouri, Colorado and Michi¬ 
gan. A similar proposal was on 
the ballot in Utah. 

Medicaid expansion was anoth¬ 
er multistate topic, on the ballot 
because Republican-led legisla¬ 
tures refused to take advantage of 
expanded coverage offered under 
President Barack Obama’s health 
care law. Nebraska and Idaho vot¬ 


ers approved measures to expand 
Medicaid health coverage to tens 
of thousands of low-income resi¬ 
dents; a similar measure was on 
the ballot in Utah, while a Mon¬ 
tana measure would raise to¬ 
bacco taxes to extend an existing 
expansion. 

A number of initiatives dealt 
with criminal justice or victims’ 
rights. 

In Ohio, voters defeated an 
ambitious proposal to make drug 
possession a misdemeanor in an 
effort to reduce the state prison 
population and divert any savings 
to drug treatment. 

With the vote in Florida, most 
felons will automatically have 
their voting rights restored when 
they complete their sentences or 
go on probation. The amendment 
exempts those convicted of sex 
offenses and murder. 

Supporters said the state’s cur¬ 
rent system was too onerous. It 
required felons to wait at least 
five years after completing their 
sentence before they could file 
a request with the governor and 
Cabinet. About 1.5 million people 
are affected. Nearly all states 
allow felons to vote after complet¬ 
ing their sentences. 

The greyhound measure will 
ban betting on greyhound races 
starting in 2021. The sport re¬ 
mains active in five other states. 


but may be too small-scale to 
survive. 

Proponents said racing is in¬ 
herently cruel, pointing to the av¬ 
erage of two deaths weekly from 
illness or injury among Florida’s 
8,000 racing dogs. 

While liberal-leaning groups 
succeeded in getting some of their 
favored policy proposals on the 
ballot in Republican-controlled 
states, the partisan pattern was 
reversed in a few states. 

In Democratic-leaning Or¬ 
egon, conservatives unsuccess¬ 
fully targeted two policies. Voters 
there upheld a law allowing use 
of state money to pay for low-in¬ 
come women to have abortions, 
and also reaffirmed a “sanctuary 
state” law forbidding law enforce¬ 
ment agencies from using state 
resources or personnel to arrest 
people whose only crime is being 
in the US. illegally. 

Climate change was an issue in 
Arizona, where voters defeated 
a measure that would have re¬ 
quired 50 percent of electricity to 
come from renewable sources by 
2030. Colorado voters rejected a 
measure that could have sharply 
reduced oil and gas drilling, in¬ 
cluding the method known as 
fracking, by requiring new oil 
and gas wells to be farther from 
occupied buildings than allowed 
under current law. 
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Midterms break barriers of race, gender 


By Errin Haines Whack 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — What is already the 
most diverse Congress ever will become 
even more so after Tuesday’s elections, 
which broke barriers of race and gender. 

For the first time, a pair of Native Amer¬ 
ican congresswomen are headed to the 
House, in addition to two Muslim congress- 
woman. Massachusetts and Connecticut 
will also send black women to Congress 
as firsts for their states, while Arizona and 
Tennessee are getting their first female 
senators. 

The high-profile midterm cycle that pro¬ 
duced a record number of female contend¬ 
ers and candidates of color means a number 
of winners will take office as trailblazers. 
The inclusive midterm victories bode well 
for future election cycles, said Kimberly 
Peeler-Alien, co-founder of Higher Heights 
for America, a national organization fo¬ 
cused on galvanizing black female voters 


and electing black women as candidates. 

“This is going to be a long process to get 
us to a point of proportionate representa¬ 
tion, but tonight is a giant step forward for 
what leadership can and will eventually 
look like in this country,” Peeler-Allen said. 
She added that even women of color who 
were unsuccessful will inspire a new crop 
of candidates, similar to the white women 
encouraged to run after Hillary Clinton’s 
2016 presidential election loss. 

Some of Tuesday’s black female pioneers, 
like Illinois nurse and Democrat Lauren 
Underwood and Connecticut teacher and 
Democrat Jahana Hayes, were first-time 
candidates. Others, like Massachusetts’ 
Ayanna Pressley, were political veterans. 
Most were considered longshots. 

Several will represent districts that are 
m^ority white and that have been histori¬ 
cally conservative, their victories a rejec¬ 
tion of conventional wisdom on electability 
and the effects of gerrymandering that have 
historically assigned elected officials of 


color to represent mi¬ 
nority communities. 

Pressley, a Demo¬ 
crat and Boston city 
councilwoman, will 
represent Massachu¬ 
setts’ 7th Congressio¬ 
nal District in the next 
Congress. Pressley 
stunned the political 
establishment in Sep¬ 
tember, defeating a 
10-term incumbent in the Democratic pri¬ 
mary, and ran unopposed in the general. 

“None of us ran to make history,” Press- 
ley told supporters in her acceptance 
speech Tuesday. “We ran to make change. 
However, the historical significance of this 
evening is not lost on me. The significance 
of history is not lost on me.” 

Half a century ago this week. New York’s 
Shirley Chisholm was elected the first black 
woman in Congress, and several of the black 
women elected Tuesday have said their 


campaigns were inspired by her example. 

Also in the House, Democrats Ilhan 
Omar, of Minnesota, and Rashida Tlaib, of 
Michigan, will be the first Muslim women 
to serve in Congress. New Mexico Demo¬ 
crat Deb Haaland and Kansas Democrat 
Sharice Davids were elected the first 
two Native American women to serve in 
Congress. 

Democrat Mike Espy, who will face 
Mississippi Republican Rep. Cindy Hyde- 
Smith in a December runoff, could be¬ 
come the state’s first black senator since 
Reconstruction. 

And regardless of who wins in Arizona’s 
competitive Senate race, the state will 
elect either Republican Martha McSally 
or Democrat Kyrsten Sinema as the state’s 
first woman to serve in the chamber. Also 
in the Senate, Republican Marsha Black¬ 
burn will become Tennessee’s first female 
senator. 

In Colorado, Jared Polls will be the coun¬ 
try’s first governor openly elected as gay. 



Vote is split decision 
for Trump, Democrats 


% 



Missouri Sen.-elect Josh Hawley, with his wife, Erin, waves to supporters after giving his victory speech 
at an election watch party Tuesday in Springfield, Mo. 


By Ken Thomas 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
didn’t catch a blue wave. But they 
managed the next best thing: di¬ 
vided government in the Trump 
era. 

House Democrats won back the 
m^ority for the first time since 
the 2010 elections. Helped by 
President Donald Trump, Repub- 
hcans captured Senate seats in In¬ 
diana, Missouri and North Dakota 
to maintain a narrow advantage. 

In the Great Lakes region. 
Democrats secured governors’ 
offices in Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Pennsylvania, complicating 
the president’s re-election cam¬ 
paign in an area that propelled 
him to victory in 2016. But Trump 
helped Republicans claim gover¬ 
nors’ seats in Ohio and in Florida, 
where his hand-picked choice, 
Ron DeSantis, edged Andrew 
Gillum in the state’s high-profile 
gubernatorial race. 

Tuesday’s midterm elections 
offered something for everyone. 
Democrats will control the House, 
but Trump will point to GOP suc¬ 
cess in the Senate as proof that 
he defied the odds and avoided 
the type of midterm wipeout that 
afflicted his predecessor, former 
President Barack Obama. 

Yet Trump’s administration will 
now face intense scrutiny from 
House Democrats and a slew of 
subpoenas and document requests 
of his Cabinet — not to mention a 
renewed push for the president’s 
tax returns. And as special 
counsel Robert Mueller presses 
forward with the Russia investi¬ 
gation, the most hberal members 
of the Democratic caucus are ex¬ 
pected to sound the alarm for the 
president’s impeachment. 

Here are some takeaways from 
Tuesday’s election: 

■ Political polarization. Dem¬ 
ocrats posted gains in House 
seats representing the nation’s 
suburbs, with many college- 


educated women turned off by 
Trump’s first two years. Repub¬ 
licans strengthened their grip on 
the country’s rural and exurban 
areas, helping them defeat red- 
state Senate Democrats. The re¬ 
sults could lead to more standoffs 
in Congress — there’s already 
the possibility of a partial federal 
government shutdown in Decem¬ 
ber over spending for Trump’s 
signature border wall. And the 
outcome will produce fewer mod¬ 
erate lawmakers who can straddle 
the divide. West Virginia Sen. Joe 
Manchin, a centrist Democrat, 
won re-election, but he will be the 
exception, not the norm. 

■ Star destroyer. Trump al¬ 
lies dealt m^or blows to three of 
the Democrats’ breakout stars 
of the 2018 cycle. Democrat Beto 
O’Rourke lost to Sen. Ted Cruz in 
Texas. Gillum lost his bid to be¬ 
come Florida’s first black governor 
to DeSantis, whose public support 
from Trump propelled the former 
congressman to the top of the pri¬ 
mary field. And Stacey Abrams’ 
campaign to become Georgia’s 
governor — and the nation’s first- 
ever black female governor — was 
traihng early Wednesday against 
Brian Kemp, who was also helped 
along by a critical Trump endorse¬ 
ment. Abrams declined to concede 
the race, pointing to votes that still 
needed to be counted and suggest¬ 
ing a likely runoff 

■ 2020 implications. Trump has 
taunted the potential 2020 Demo¬ 
cratic field as lacking any talent 
or the ability to give him a seri¬ 
ous challenge. He will soon find 
out. Three potential candidates 
— Elizabeth Warren, of Massa¬ 
chusetts; Bernie Sanders, of Ver¬ 
mont; and Kirsten Gillibrand, of 
New York — all won re-election 
to the Senate. Former Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden and Sens. Kamala 
Harris, of California, and Cory 
Booker, of New Jersey, were 
among the most sought-after sur¬ 
rogates during the fall campaign. 
O’Rourke’s star power and mas¬ 


sive fundraising haul generated 
chatter as a possible 2020 candi¬ 
date — win or lose — but he said 
in the final days he wouldn’t run 
in 2020. Despite Trump’s dismis¬ 
sive approach, he will enter his 
re-election as an incumbent who 
lost the popular vote in 2016 and 
staring down key states — Michi¬ 
gan, Pennsylvania and Wiscon¬ 
sin — now under Democratic 
control. 

■ Rebuilding the blue wall? 

After Trump won several Mid¬ 
west states that had long been 
in the Democratic column, the 
party had hoped to rebuild its 
Midwest “blue wall.” Democrats 
made some progress, but just 
like the nature of the election, it 
was a split decision. Democrats 
picked up the governors’ offices 
in Michigan and Wisconsin and 
kept control in Pennsylvania. But 
Republicans won the governors’ 
races in Iowa and Ohio, giving 
Trump allies in two key presi¬ 
dential swing states. Remember, 
no Republican candidate for the 


presidency has ever won the elec¬ 
tion without winning Ohio. 

■ Women rule. After Hillary 
Clinton’s defeat, more women 
than ever before won mqjor-party 
primaries for governor, the Sen¬ 
ate and the House this year. Tues¬ 
day’s election produced a record 
number of women in the House 
and opened the door for women 
to hold state offices around the 
country. Democratic women like 
Abigail Spanberger, of Virginia; 
Cindy Axne, of Iowa; and Haley 
Stevens, of Michigan helped the 
party flip Republican-held seats 
in the House. Republican Marsha 
Blackburn won an open Senate 
seat in Tennessee, and the Mid¬ 
west elected two female gover¬ 
nors: Kim Reynolds, of Iowa, a 
Republican who won a full term 
after succeeding Terry Branstad, 
Trump’s ambassador to China, 
and Laura Kelly, of Kansas, a 
Democrat who defeated Repub¬ 
lican Kris Kobach. Women voted 
considerably more in favor of 
their congressional Democratic 


candidate — with fewer than 4 in 
10 voting for the Republican, ac¬ 
cording to VoteCast, a nationwide 
survey conducted for The Associ¬ 
ated Press by NORC at the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago. 

■ Trump the closer. Trump has 
long prided himself on the ability 
of his massive rallies to generate 
voter turnout and enthusiasm — 
and it paid off for him in the final 
days. The president staged rallies 
in five states — Georgia, Tennes¬ 
see, Ohio, Indiana and Missouri 
—on the final two days of the cam¬ 
paign, helping his cause. In Geor¬ 
gia, Kemp was leading Abrams in 
the governor’s race but no winner 
had been declared. Tennessee 
Rep. Marsha Blackburn won an 
open Senate seat. Ohio Attorney 
General Mike DeWine, a former 
senator, won the race for governor. 
In Indiana, businessman Mike 
Braun ousted Democratic Sen. 
Joe Donnelly. Josh Hawley pre¬ 
vailed over Missouri Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, giving Republicans 
another Senate pickup. 
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Girl Scouts sue Boy Scouts 
for trademark infringement 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Patches cover the back of a Girl Scout’s vest. The Girl Scouts 
organization is suing the Boy Scouts for trademark infringement. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Girl Scouts 
of the United States of America 
filed a trademark infringement 
lawsuit on Monday against the 
Boy Scouts of America for drop¬ 
ping the word “boy” from its 
flagship program in an effort to 
attract girls. 

In the complaint filed in Man¬ 
hattan federal court, the Girls 
Scouts claim the program “does 
not have a right under either fed¬ 
eral or New York law to use terms 
like scouts or scouting by them¬ 
selves in connection with servic¬ 
es offered to girls, or to rebrand 
itself as ‘the Scouts.’” 

“Such misconduct will not only 
cause confusion among the pub¬ 


lic, damage the goodwill of GSU- 
SA’s Girl Scouts trademarks, and 
erode its core brand identity, but 
it will also marginalize the Girl 
Scouts Movement by causing the 
public to believe that GSUSA’s ex¬ 
traordinarily successful services 
are not true or official ‘Scouting’ 
programs, but niche services 
with limited utility and appeal,” 
the complaint said. 

The Girl Scouts is among a 
number of mgjor youth organiza¬ 
tions in the nation seeing declines 
in membership in recent years 
due to competition from sports 
leagues and busy family sched¬ 
ules. The organization argued 
that only it has “the right to use 
the Girl Scouts and Scouts trade¬ 
mark with leadership develop¬ 


ment services for girls.” 

In a statement, the Boy Scouts 
said it was reviewing the lawsuit 
“carefully.” 

“We applaud every organiza¬ 
tion that builds character and 
leadership in children, including 
the Girl Scouts of the USA, and 
believe that there is an oppor¬ 
tunity for both organizations to 
serve girls and boys in our com¬ 
munities,” the statement said. 

In May, the Boy Scouts — the 
program for 11- to 17-year-olds 
— announced it would change its 
name to Scouts BSA in February. 
The parent organization will re¬ 
main the Boy Scouts of America, 
and the Cub Scouts — its program 
serving children from kindergar¬ 
ten through fifth grade — will 


keep its title. 

The organization already has 
started admitting girls into the 
Cub Scouts, and Scouts BSA be¬ 
gins accepting girls next year. 

The Girls Scouts claim it has 
already been damaged by the 
name change announcement, 
saying that “throughout the coun¬ 


try, families, schools and commu¬ 
nities have been told that GSUSA 
and BSA have merged, or even 
that GSUSA no longer exists.” 

“Parents interested in signing 
up for Girl Scouts programs have 
instead mistakenly signed up for 
the new girls’ programs offered 
by BSA,” the complaint said. 


Police: Man bitten after breaking into crocodile enclosure 


Associated Press 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — A 23- 
year-old man was injured after 
breaking into an alligator farm in 
Florida and jumping into a pond 
full of crocodiles, police said. 

Police officers responding to re¬ 
ports of vandalism early Tuesday 
at the Alligator Farm Zoological 
Park found the underwear-clad 


man with an injured leg crawling 
across a nearby yard. 

Officers found two rubber Croc 
shoes and a pair of shorts inside 
the Nile crocodile enclosure, St. 
Augustine police spokeswoman 
Cecilia Aiple told The Florida 
Times-Union. They also saw a 
bloody trail leading to the top of 
a nearby structure. Outside, in a 
neighboring yard, officers found 


Brandon Keith Hatfield. He was 
arrested, charged with vandal¬ 
ism and taken to a hospital, where 
he tried to escape before getting 
caught in a retention pond lined 
with barbed wire, police said. 

Hatfield told investigators he 
had been bitten by an alligator. 
They pieced together the details 
based on the evidence and the 
call reporting the suspicious man 


crawling in the yard. 

“He ... took a jump into a pond 
infested with big crocodiles,” 
Aiple said. 

John Brueggen, director of the 
alligator farm, told the newspa¬ 
per that Hatfield apparently got 
inside the park Monday night and 
damaged the snack bar before 
going into the crocodile enclo¬ 
sure, called “Oasis on the Nile.” 


“He jumped off a 5- to 6-foot 
structure into about 2 feet of 
water, then climbed up on the 
20-foot structure later, which 
we know from the blood trail,” 
Brueggen said. 

Hatfield caused about $5,000 in 
damage, authorities said. 

He is being held without bond. 
Records don’t list an attorney for 
him. 


Concern over explosives threat 
brings arrest in Oklahoma City 


Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — A man 
who was spotted taking unusual 
photos of a memorial to Okla¬ 
homa City bombing victims and 
who warned his sister in Iran 
that hundreds more people would 
die has been arrested on a com¬ 
plaint of threatening to kill with 
explosives. 

Amiremad Nayebyazdi, 32, was 
being held Tuesday in an Okla¬ 
homa County jail without bail, ac¬ 
cording to records. 

A court affidavit said police re¬ 
ceived a tip last Thursday from 
a longtime friend of Nayebyazdi 
living in California that the sus¬ 
pect had left a phone message 
for his sister in Iran saying “hun¬ 
dreds are going to die in Oklaho¬ 
ma City.” 

In the message, Nayebyazdi 
said, “Don’t tell Mom and Dad 
until after it is seen on the news,” 
the affidavit said. 

Nayebyazdi, who has a de¬ 
gree in petroleum engineering 
and worked for an oil company 
in Oklahoma City, was spotted 
at the Oklahoma City National 
Memorial on several occasions 
taking photos of “unusual angles 
and places where people didn’t 
normally take photographs,” the 
affidavit said. 


The memorial is to remember 
the 168 people who were killed 
in the Oklahoma City bombing in 
April 1995. 

Police, FBI and the bomb squad 
searched Nayebyazdi’s apartment 
and his vehicle, but no explosives 
were found. 

Police said he admitted leaving 
the message for his sister and that 
it forewarned of an explosion, but 
he denied making any explosive 
devices. 

“Nayebyazdi said he did not 
want to hurt anyone but has 
had problems,” according to the 
affidavit. 

He was taken into protective 
custody and given a mental health 
evaluation after he told authori¬ 
ties that he hears things and had 
stopped taking his medication, 
police said. 

Nayebyazdi has been arrested 
in the past on drug and alcohol 
complaints, according to police 
records. 

He also was detained in 2014 
for a mental health evaluation, 
according to the affidavit. 

Memorial executive director 
Kari Watkins said the site is safe 
to visit and is being monitored 
around-the-clock by a security 
team. 



Military Discounts on all flights 
between January - March 


Military ID-Card holders & family 
members only 


Atlanta 

414 € 

Dallas 

409 € 

Las Vegas 399 € 

Tampa 

438 € 

Need help? Call us! 

0621 - 

72920 

www.abctravel.de 

Flights from January 13 
to Germany. Prices starti 
based on availability. Gf 

to March 31, 2019 RT from/ 
ng from, including all taxes, 
it Military discount fares all 

Mannheim 



Cooking Courses in Italy: 

Thanksgiving Nov. 20-23; Dec. 20-23; Dec. 23-26 

Enjoy the quality of Gourmet Italia products 
in your commissary. 

“I like to play in the low 70s. 

If it gets any hotter than that. I’ll 
stay at the bar” (Bob Hope) 

''www.gourmet-italia.com 

gi-one@gourmet-italia.com • Cooking-classes@gourmet-italia.com 




American dentists and team, 
trained and iicensed in the U.S.A. 

Compassionate and comprehensive care. 
Located in the heart of Schonaich, 7 minutes from 
Panzer military base. On-site parking. 

DENTISTRY 

www.midwest-dentistry.conn 
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Washington city ends gnn sales by police 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Sales clerk Tom Wallitner holds up a Mossberg 715T .22-caliber semi-automatic rifle 
during an auction in 2017 at Johnny’s Auction House, where the company handies 
gun sales for a half-dozen police departments and the Lewis County Sheriff’s Office in 
Rochester, Wash. 


By Martha Bellisle 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — The City Council in Spo¬ 
kane, Wash., has passed an ordinance 
prohibiting police from selling confiscat¬ 
ed firearms, citing an Associated Press 
investigation that found that some guns 
sold by law enforcement were used in new 
crimes. 

“Disposing of long guns and assault ri¬ 
fles is a sensible approach,” Councilwom- 
an Candace Mumm told the AP in an email 
after the 6-1 vote on Monday night. “In¬ 
stead of spending time recycling weapons, 
our police staff can get back to the primary 
mission of solving crimes and protecting 
the public.” 

The Spokane Police Department has 
sold 311 firearms since 2011, spokesman 
Officer John O’Brien said. The AP inves¬ 
tigation went back to 2010, which included 
25 sold that year and brought Spokane’s 
total to 336 since 2010. The department 
sold its confiscated long guns through an 
auction house in Post Falls, Idaho, he said. 
The agency had been destroying forfeited 
handguns under an ordinance passed in 
1993. 

The Spokane City Council is the sec¬ 
ond political entity to order a ban on law 
enforcement gun sales, citing the AP’s in¬ 
vestigation into 6,000 guns sold by law en¬ 
forcement between 2010 and 2017. 

The Metropolitan King County Council 
passed an ordinance on Oct. 2 that prohib¬ 
its the sheriff’s office from selling forfeited 
firearms. 

“While the practice of selhng these fire¬ 
arms back into private hands is legal, a year¬ 
long Associated Press analysis published 


in January 2018 found more than a dozen 
firearms sold by law enforcement agencies 
in Washington since 2010 later became evi¬ 
dence in new criminal investigations,” the 
council said in its report supporting the or¬ 
dinance. “The report noted that weapons 
auctioned by the Washington State Patrol, 
Kitsap, Pierce and Thurston counties and 
the Aberdeen, Bonney Lake and Longview 
police departments were used in the com¬ 


mission of crimes or to commit suicide.” 

The King County Sheriff’s Office has 
been destroying forfeited guns, but the or¬ 
dinance ensures that practice continues. 
Council Chair Joe McDermott said. 

The guns sold by Spokane police included 
Winchester .22-caliber rifles. Remington 
12-gauge shotguns, a Colt AR-15, a Bulgar¬ 
ian-made AK47-style rifle, a “Romar as¬ 
sault rifle” and several Norinco SKS, 7.62 


X 39 mm semi-automatic rifles. One of the 
Norincos sold for $180, according to police 
records. 

Between 2011 and 2018, the forfeited 
firearms sales generated $16,787, accord¬ 
ing to the ordinance. The sales ranged from 
$633 to about $7,488 in any given year, the 
ordinance said. 

“The books show just a few thousand 
dollars a year are netted out after paying 
for the auction fees and the 10 percent fee 
to the state,” Mumm said before the vote. 
“This amount does not take into account 
the expenses that are incurred by the po¬ 
lice department for staff time to secure, 
catalog, process, transport and document 
the weapons. Nor does it account for the 
trade and fund balances. 

“We may actually be costing the city cof¬ 
fers by reselling and recycling the guns.” 

Several members of the public spoke 
against the ordinance based on their sup¬ 
port for the Second Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution. But Phylhs Holmes, who was 
on the Spokane City Council when it passed 
the original measure requiring the destruc¬ 
tion of handguns, supported the plan. 

When the council passed that ordinance 
6-1 in 1993, it conveyed the panel’s “de¬ 
termination to reduce the level of violent 
crime associated with firearms,” Holmes 
said. “Circumstances were a little differ¬ 
ent then. We didn’t see on the streets the 
kinds of weapons that we now see. 

“It has troubled me the past few years 
that we didn’t include all guns,” Holmes 
said. “We perhaps weren’t thinking for¬ 
ward enough in terms of what might hap¬ 
pen. Passage of this measure tonight would 
bring consistency to our position on the 
management of confiscated weapons.” 


Kavanaugh vote seen as 
key in death penalty case 

By Jessica Gresko 

Associated Press 


Bangladeshi immigrant 
convicted in NYC bombing 


WASHINGTON — Hearing 
his first arguments in a death 
penalty case. Supreme Court 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh seemed 
open Tuesday to the arguments 
of a Missouri inmate who says 
his rare medical condition could 
result in severe pain if he is ex¬ 
ecuted by lethal injection. 

The court’s newest justice 
could hold the key vote in Russell 
Bucklew’s case. That’s because 
his eight colleagues split 4 to 4 
earlier this year over whether to 
allow Bucklew’s execution to pro¬ 
ceed. Justice Anthony Kennedy 
provided the fifth vote to spare 
Bucklew. Kavanaugh replaced 
Kennedy, who retired in July. 

Bucklew, on death row for a 1996 
murder, has said that a tumor in his 
throat is likely to burst during the 
lethal injection procedure, caus¬ 
ing him to choke on his own blood. 
Bucklew argues that subjecting 
him to lethal injection would vio¬ 
late the Constitution’s ban on cruel 
and unusual punishment. 

Among the questions Kavana¬ 
ugh wanted answered was wheth¬ 
er Bucklew would be lying flat 
during the execution, which Buck¬ 
lew’s attorneys have said would 
be problematic. Kavanaugh, who 
heard no death penalty cases in 
his 12 years as an appeals court 


judge, also asked whether there’s 
any legal hmit on pain associated 
with an execution. The justice also 
aimed all his questions at the law¬ 
yer representing Missouri, which 
can be a sign at the Supreme Court 
that a justice is inclined to vote for 
the other side. 

“Are you saying even if the 
methodcreatesgruesomeandbru- 
tal pain you can still do it because 
there’s no alternative?” Kavana¬ 
ugh at one point asked Missouri’s 
attorney, D. John Sauer. He later 
asked Sauer: “Your opposing 
counsel said, even if everything 
goes according to plan, there will 
still be significant suffering. Can 
you respond to that?” 

Bucklew is up against Supreme 
Court precedent in trying to get 
the justices to agree with him. 
The court has previously ruled 
that inmates challenging a meth¬ 
od of execution have to show that 
there’s an alternative that is likely 
to be less painful. Bucklew has 
proposed that Missouri execute 
him by having him breathe pure 
nitrogen gas through a mask in¬ 
stead of by injecting him with a 
lethal dose of pentobarbital. 

Bucklew says it is likely he 
would feel as though he’s suffo¬ 
cating for several minutes during 
a lethal injection execution. He 
says if the state uses nitrogen gas, 
he’d become unconscious within 
20 to 30 seconds. 



4 - > 



AP 


Russell Bucklew says his rare 
medical condition could result in 
severe pain if he is executed by 
lethal injection. 

Missouri says no state has ever 
carried out an execution as Buck- 
lew suggests, calling his proposal 
vague and untested. And the state 
says Bucklew would not suffer se¬ 
vere pain during a lethal injection 
execution because pentobarbital 
would make him unconscious 
within 20 to 30 seconds, likely 
sooner. 

Chief Justice John Roberts 
suggested Bucklew’s proposed al¬ 
ternative wasn’t reasonable, ask¬ 
ing, “How can it be a reasonable 
alternative if it’s never been used 
before?” Roberts was one of the 
four justices who would have let 
Bucklew’s execution proceed ear¬ 
lier this year. Justices Clarence 
Thomas, Samuel Alito and Neil 
Gorsuch also would have allowed 
it to go forward. 


By Larry Neumeister 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A Bangladeshi 
immigrant was convicted Tues¬ 
day of setting off a pipe bomb in 
New York City’s busiest subway 
station, disputing in court that he 
was supporting Islamic State and 
saying he was instead motivated 
by anger at President Donald 
Trump. 

The unusual outburst by 
Akayed Ullah, who was convicted 
in Manhattan federal court of 
supporting the terrorist group, 
capped a trial in which the de¬ 
fense maintained he intended 
to kill only himself last Dec. 11. 
Nobody died, and most of the in¬ 
juries were not serious. 

Prosecutors said Ullah sought 
to maim or kill commuters in 
response to calls for “lone wolf” 
terrorist attacks by the terrorist 
group. Just after jurors walked 
out, Ullah announced he had 
something to say and repeatedly 
insisted he did not act on ISIS’ 
behalf 

“I was angry with Donald 
Trump because he says he will 
bomb the Middle East and then 
he will protect his nation. So I 
said: ‘Donald Trump, you cannot 
do like this.’ Nobody likes bomb¬ 
ing, your honor.” 

Judge Richard J. Sullivan told 


him, “Right now is not the time 
for a statement.” 

“Your honor, you heard what 
the government is trying to do. 
They are trying to put me in the 
group, which I don’t support, your 
honor,” Ullah told Sullivan. 

“Mr. Ullah, now is not the time 
for this,” said the judge, who set 
sentencing for April 5. Ullah 
faces a mandatory 30-year pris¬ 
on sentence and could be sent to 
prison for life. 

Hearing about Ullah’s new 
claims, juror Linda Artis told re¬ 
porters Ullah could have swayed 
some jurors by taking the witness 
stand. 

“He did it. The big question 
was why,” she said. “And a lot of 
it couldn’t be answered because 
he didn’t testify. That was the big 
hang-up for me.” 

Artis, 38, of Manhattan, said 
she worried some vague laws 
might allow a lot of people to be 
“labeled a terrorist if they are 
just a random whack job.” 

In a statement, U.S. Attorney 
Geoffrey S. Berman said the 
Election Day verdict on Ullah’s 
attempt to make a political state¬ 
ment with deadly violence “fit¬ 
tingly underscores the core 
principles of American democra¬ 
cy and spirit. Americans engage 
in the political process through 
votes, not violence.” 
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Spain searches for 
missing migrants 


By Aritz Parra 

Associated Press 

MADRID — Spanish rescue 
workers combed the seas and 
shores of southern Spain on Tues¬ 
day, searching for 17 missing 
migrants a day after finding the 
bodies of 17 other migrants who 
died trying to cross the Mediter¬ 
ranean in boats departing from 
North Africa. 

The Spanish Civil Guard said it 
had found four bodies of migrants 
and 22 survivors Monday, all men 
from northern Africa, after their 
wooden dinghy hit a reef close to 
the coast, west of the Strait of Gi¬ 
braltar. The Civil Guard said 13 
of the survivors were thought to 
be unaccompanied minors. 

It also said 17 other people 
traveling were missing, but could 
have reached Spanish shores. The 
Civil Guard on Tuesday resumed 
the search for them both on sea 
and land. 

Earlier Monday, Spanish mari¬ 
time rescuers found 80 people, 
including five women, and recov¬ 
ered the bodies of 13 dead mi¬ 
grants in the Alboran Sea, part of 
the western Mediterranean mi¬ 
grant route into Europe. 


The migrants were traveling in 
two different boats, the Spanish 
Maritime Rescue Service said, 
adding that they were all trans¬ 
ferred to the Spanish enclave of 
Melilla, which borders Morocco. 

The U.N. says more than 2,160 
people have died trying to cross 
the Mediterranean to Europe this 
year, 564 of them trying to reach 
Spain. 

At the Strait of Gibraltar on 
the western edge of the Mediter¬ 
ranean, Africa and Europe are 
only 8.7 miles apart but the wa¬ 
ters there can be dangerous due 
to high winds and strong cur¬ 
rents. Still, the short distance has 
made that route the most popular 
choice for migrants heading to 
Europe after fleeing violence or 
poverty at home. 

Nearly 54,000 migrants have 
entered Europe this year through 
Spain, more than the combined 
migrant arrivals to Italy and 
Greece, which had been the most 
popular migrant destinations in 
previous years. One-fifth of them 
arrived in October, the month 
with most migrant arrivals so 
far this year, according to U.N. 
statistics. 



Salvatore Di Nolfi/AP 

Uighurs demonstrate Tuesday in Geneva, Switzerland, against China 
during the Universal Periodic Review of China by the U.N.’s Human 
Rights Council. 


China rejects criticism 
about mass detentions 


Associated Press 

GENEVA — China on Tuesday 
once again rejected criticism of 
its treatment of ethnic Muslims, 
telling the United Nations that ac¬ 
cusations of rights abuses from 
some countries were “politically 
driven.” 

At a U.N. review of the coun¬ 
try’s human rights record, China 
characterized the far west region 
of Xinjiang as a former hotbed of 
extremism that has been stabi¬ 
lized through “training centers” 
which help people gain employ¬ 
able skills. 

Former detainees of such cen¬ 
ters have described the facilities 


as indoctrination camps where 
ethnic Uighurs, Kazakhs and 
other Muslim minorities are 
forced to renounce their faith and 
swear loyalty to the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party. 

The U.N. has previously said 
there are credible reports that 
as many as 1 million people are 
being held in this form of extraju¬ 
dicial detention. 

At Tuesday’s review — part of 
the Human Rights Council’s pe¬ 
riodic review process for every 
member state—the US., Canada, 
Japan and several other countries 
called on Beijing to address grow¬ 
ing concerns over its treatment of 
Xinjiang Muslims. 



Rodrigo Abd/AP 


Central American migrants rest Tuesday at the Jesus Martinez stadium in Mexico City where thousands 
of the migrants winding their way toward the U.S. paused after an arduous trek that has taken them 
through three countries in three weeks. 


Migrants must choose 
between Mexico and US 


By Maria Verza 
AND Christopher Sherman 

Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — Central American migrants on 
Wednesday continued to straggle in for a rest stop at 
a Mexico City stadium, where about 4,500 continue 
to weigh offers to stay in Mexico against the desire 
of many to reach the U.S. border. 

Mexico City officials said they expected as many 
as 1,000 to arrive at the Jesus Martinez stadium as 
lagging members of the caravan trail in, their jour¬ 
neys slowed by difficulties in getting rides or by 
hopping aboard trucks that veered off their route. 

Angel Eduardo Cubas, of La Ceiba, Honduras, 
reached the shelter early Wednesday after being 
split off from the caravan. Like many migrants, he 
had to find his way back to the relative safety of the 
caravan in an unfamiliar country, with no money. 

“There were a lot of people who got dropped off 
somewhere else,” said Cubas, who at one point lost 
his two children, 2 and 6, before finding them again. 
“It was ugly, going around looking” for his kids, the 
28-year-old father said. 

Members of the caravans of migrants, which 
President Donald Trump made a central issue in 
U.S. midterm elections, declined to make an imme¬ 
diate decision Tuesday night on whether to stay in 
Mexico or continue north, opting to remain in the 
capital at least a couple more days. 

“Nobody is in more of a hurry than me to get going 
(to the US. border), but we have to go all together,” 
said Sara Rodriguez, of Colon, Honduras. 

Rodriguez, 34, fled her country with her daugh¬ 
ter, Emily, 16, after the girl began to draw unwanted 
attention from a drug trafficker who just got of pris¬ 
on and pledged to go after her. Rodriguez left her 
7-year-old son with her husband in Honduras. 

“Even though it hurts to leave my son ... I had to 
protect her,” Rodriguez said, weeping. 

Mexico has offered refuge, asylum or work visas 
to the migrants, and the government said 2,697 
temporary visas had been issued to individuals and 
families to cover them while they wait for the 45-day 
application process for a more permanent status. 

Rina Valenzuela, who is from El Salvador, lis¬ 
tened attentively to aid workers from the nonprofit 


Institute for Women in Migration as they explained 
the difficulties of applying for and securing asylum 
in the U.S. Valenzuela decided she would be better 
off applying for refuge in Mexico. 

“Why go fight there, with as much effort and as 
much suffering as we have gone through, just for 
them to turn me back? Well, no,” she said. 

Hundreds of city employees and even more volun¬ 
teers helped sort donations and direct migrants to¬ 
ward food, water, diapers and other basics. Migrants 
searched through piles of 
donated clothes, grabbed 
boxes of milk for children 
and lined up to make quick 
calls home at a stand set up 
by the Red Cross. 

Employees from the capi¬ 
tal’s human rights commis¬ 
sion registered new arrivals 
with biographical data — 
such as age and country of 
origin — and placed yellow 
bracelets on wrists to keep 
count of the growing crowd. 

Maria Yesenia Perez, 41, 
said there was no space in 
the stadium when she and 
her 8-year-old daughter ar¬ 
rived Tuesday night, so the 
two from Honduras slept on 
the grass outside. Migrants 
pitched tents in the parking 
lot and constructed makeshift 

shelters from plywood covered with blankets and 
tarps. Forty portable toilets were scattered across 
the grass. 

Several smaller groups were trailing hundreds of 
miles to the south; officials estimated about 7,000 in 
all were in the country in the caravans. 

Trump portrayed the caravan as a m^or threat, 
though such caravans have sprung up regularly 
over the years and largely passed unnoticed. 

Former Honduran lawmaker Bartolo Fuentes, 
who denies accusations he started the caravan, de¬ 
scribed it as a natural response “to a situation more 
terrible than war.” He said about 300 to 400 Hondu¬ 
rans leave their country on an average day. 


Why go 
fight there, 
with as 
much ef¬ 
fort and as 
much suf¬ 
fering as we 
have gone 
through, just 
for them 
to turn me 
back?' 

Rina Valenzuela 

Salvadoran migrant 
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Saudi-led troops 
pound Houthi 
rebels in Yemen 



Plane skids off runway in Canada 

Emergency responders work the area where a SkyLease Cargo plane skidded off a runway at Halifax 
Stanfield International Airport and stopped near a road early Wednesday in Halifax, Nova ^otia, Canada. 
Airport spokeswoman Theresa Rath Spicer said the SkyLease Cargo piane skidded off runway 32 just 
after 5 a.m., though it wasn’t clear what caused the accident. “This happened upon landing at 5:15 this 
morning,” she said. “At this time our airfield is closed.” 

UAE military base in Somaliland 
expected to begin operating by June 


By Nizar Manek 

Bloomberg 

A United Arab Emirates mili¬ 
tary base in the self-declared re¬ 
public of Somaliland will begin 
operating by June and include a 
coastal surveillance system, ac¬ 
cording to a diplomat involved in 
talks for the facility. 

The UAE is growing its military 
presence in the Horn of Africa to 
help protect trade flows through 
the Bab el-Mandeb strait, a key 
shipping lane used by oil tankers 
and other cargo vessels en route 
to the Suez Canal. Emirati foot¬ 
holds in Somaliland and Eritrea 
provide strategic locations as the 
UAE supports the Saudi Arabia- 
led war against Houthi rebels in 
Yemen. 


The surveillance system will 
be used to protect the base in 
the Somaliland port town of Ber- 
bera and monitor the territory’s 
500-mile coastline, former am¬ 
bassador to the UAE Bashe Awil 
Omar said. Pirates have hijacked 
vessels off Somaliland’s coast, in¬ 
cluding the seizure of a vessel in 
March 2017. 

“The UAE military base will 
help the whole region — piracy, 
illegal fishing, toxic dumping. 
We don’t have resources to watch 
our coast,” Bashe said in an inter¬ 
view in Somaliland’s main city of 
Hargeisa. “The UAE has become 
the hub of the whole region in 
terms of trade. For the UAE to 
secure that strategic position, it 
cannot do that if it does not se¬ 
cure the lifeline of trade.” 


Andrew Vaughan, The Canadian Press/AP 


The 16 square-mile facility will 
consist of a naval base and two 
parallel runways, he said. Situ¬ 
ated adjacent to a port operated 
by state-owned DP World Ltd., its 
first runway of 4.9 kilometers is 
almost 60 percent complete, ac¬ 
cording to Bashe, who moved to 
the post of ambassador to Kenya 
in August. 

The UAE Foreign Ministry 
in Abu Dhabi didn’t respond to 
emailed requests for comment. 
Abdulla Darwish, managing di¬ 
rector of Sharjah-based Divers 
Marine Contracting, who said 
in an interview last year that 
his company was awarded a $90 
million construction contract for 
the base, didn’t respond to two 
requests for comment sent to his 
mobile phone. 


By Ahmed al-Haj 
AND Brian Rohan 
Associated Press 

SANAA, Yemen — Troops 
from a U.S.-backed, Saudi-led co¬ 
alition pounded Houthi rebel po¬ 
sitions in Yemen’s Hodeida with 
airstrikes and a ground assault 
on Wednesday and now control a 
mqjor road leading into the city, 
military officials and witnesses 
on both sides of the front line 
said. 

An Emirati-trained force 
known as the Giants, backed by 
Apache attack helicopters, se¬ 
cured an urban area along 50th 
Street, which leads to the city’s 
key Red Sea port facilities some 
3 miles away, they added. 

Speaking on condition of ano¬ 
nymity for fear of reprisals or 
lack of authorization to brief jour¬ 
nalists, they said that the Iran- 
backed Shiite rebels had been 
firing mainly from elevated and 
rooftop sniper positions and have 
now resorted to burning tires to 
obscure the gunships’ view. Most 
civilians have fled the area, they 
said. 

Dozens of fighters have been 
killed and hundreds wounded 
from both sides since a renewed 
coalition offensive on the city 
began five days ago, following 
calls by the Trump adminis¬ 
tration for a cease-fire by late 
November. 

The fighting has left dead bod¬ 
ies lying on the ground and inside 
burnt-out vehicles at the city’s 
edge, according to witnesses. 
They said several civilians have 
been killed by shelling in resi¬ 
dential areas. 

The Saudi-led coalition, which 
seeks to restore to power the in¬ 
ternationally recognized Yemeni 
government, has been at war 
with the Houthis since March 
2015. The stalemated conflict 
has generated the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. 

Hodeida, the main portal for 
humanitarian aid to the suffering 
population, has become the epi¬ 


center of the conflict. 

A Save the Children-supported 
health facility in Hodeida came 
under attack Tuesday morning, 
damaging one of the pharmacies 
that supply life-saving medicines, 
the charity said in a statement. 

The group said shelling has also 
hit residential areas in Hodeida, 
where the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of people, roughly half 
of them children, are in danger. 

The charity did not elaborate 
on which group attacked the 
facility. 

The head of the U.N.’s food 
and agriculture agency and 
other groups say the conflict has 
pushed Yemen to the brink of 
famine, underlining how the in¬ 
ternational community is failing 
to end hunger. 

“We are watching before our 
eyes an unprecedented human 
tragedy,” Food and Agriculture 
Organization chief Jose Graziano 
da Silva told a high-level briefing 
on food insecurity at the U.N. in 
New York. 

“Yemen is living proof of an 
apocalyptical equation: con¬ 
flicts and food security go hand 
in hand, and when there is an 
overlap of climate change and 
conflict, famine is already on the 
horizon,” he said. 

Also on Wednesday, the inter¬ 
national medical humanitarian 
organization Doctors Without 
Borders said it was closing its hu¬ 
manitarian project in the south¬ 
ern Dhale province due to 
security concerns amid the fight¬ 
ing there. 

Besides Dhale, other active 
fronts in Yemen include the prov¬ 
inces of Bayda, to the south, and 
the Houthis’ northern strong¬ 
holds of Hajjah and Saada. 

The United States has sold bil¬ 
lions of dollars’ worth of arms 
to Saudi Arabia and provides lo¬ 
gistical and other support to the 
coalition. 


Hand grenade-shaped belt buckle halts trains in Madrid, Barcelona 


Associated Press 

MADRID — A hand grenade¬ 
shaped belt buckle in the suitcase 
of a train passenger triggered 
mqjor disruptions Wednesday on 
rail services in Spain’s two main 
cities, prompting station evacua¬ 
tions before police declared the 
incident a false alarm. 

An official with Spain’s Nation¬ 
al Police said the alert was ended 


after agents in Madrid confirmed 
that the suspicious object in the 
suitcase of a female passenger 
who had traveled on a high-speed 
train from Barcelona didn’t pose 
any danger. 

The official was not authorized 
to be named in media reports. 

“Everything returns to nor¬ 
mal,” said the National Police in 
a brief tweet explaining that dis¬ 
ruptions in the long-distance and 


commuter train stations in the 
Spanish capital had been due to 
the false alarm. 

The search in the capital fol¬ 
lowed police searching high¬ 
speed trains and railway tracks 
in the country’s second-largest 
city, Barcelona, after the central 
Sants station’s security scanner 
identified an object shaped like a 
possible explosive device inside a 
suitcase. 


Police in the Catalonia region 
tweeted an image of the scanned 
suitcase, saying the object turned 
out to be a belt buckle. 

Asked why the suspicious case 
was allowed on the train, the 
company that manages Spain’s 
railway infrastructure and over¬ 
sees train station security said 
that it had opened an internal 
investigation. 

The company, ADIF, also said 


in an email statement it was re¬ 
vising its security protocols. 

An Associated Press reporter 
at the scene in Barcelona saw 
long queues of passengers wait¬ 
ing for rail traffic to resume. 

A homegrown extremist cell 
killed 16 people in August last 
year in Barcelona and a nearby 
coastal resort in consecutive ve¬ 
hicle and knife attacks that were 
later claimed by Islamic State. 
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Driver who blamed God 
for crash gets 32 years 

PI KEY WEST — A Flori- 
r L da driver who said God 
had distracted her when she ran 
over and killed a woman in 2015 
has been sentenced to 32 years in 
prison. 

The Miami Herald reported 
that April Dawn Thomason, 46, 
of Key West, was sentenced Mon¬ 
day. A jury convicted her last 
month of vehicular manslaugh¬ 
ter in the death of Stephanie 
Collins, 49. Collins and a friend 
were walking on a sidewalk when 
Thomason struck Collins with 
her Mercedes-Benz. 

Thomason pleaded not guilty 
by reason of insanity, blaming the 
crash on a Xanax withdrawal and 
God talking to her while she was 
driving. She told police she was 
praying and got distracted. 

Toilet paper noose 
found in middle school 

H/l PASADENA — A 

ItI noose was found in a 

bathroom stall at a middle school 
in a Maryland district where sev¬ 
eral racist incidents have been re¬ 
ported this calendar year. 

News outlets cite a letter from 
Chesapeake Middle School Prin¬ 
cipal Michael Dunn saying the 
noose made of toilet paper was 
found tied to a metal beam inside 
a boys’ bathroom stall on Nov. 1. 

Dunn said authorities believe 
the individual responsible has 
been identified, but a police in¬ 
vestigation is ongoing. 

Man who fell onto train 
tracks sues over booze 

1^^ WASHINGTON — A 
man in the nation’s 
capital who fell onto Metro train 
tracks is suing the restaurant he 
says served him too much alcohol. 

News outlets reported Patrick 
Augusma is suing Maggiano’s 
Little Italy for negligence, saying 
the eatery is to blame for facial 
fractures and head trauma suf¬ 
fered in the 2017 fall. 

The $2 million lawsuit filed last 
week says Maggiano’s served Au¬ 
gusma drinks even though he “vis¬ 
ibly appeared to be intoxicated.” 

Lifeguards help rescue 
huge hooked sea turtle 

^ A SAN CLEMENTE — 
Lifeguards helped res¬ 
cue a giant sea turtle after it was 
accidentally hooked by an angler 
off a Southern California pier. 

San Clemente 
Marine Safety Of¬ 
ficer Ian Burton 
said it took three 
people to hoist the 
3-foot turtle from 
the water and hold 
it down to remove 
the hook. He estimated it weighed 
about 150 pounds. 

Burton said the turtle swam 
away as soon as it was returned 
to the waves. 

Police: Boy, 11, led 
officers on 2nd chase 

O U BROOKLYN — Police 
said a boy, 11, led of¬ 
ficers on his second high-speed 



THE CENSUS 

jm The number of holiday cards collected by a nonprofit for servicemembers this season. Laura 

WaK Landerman-Garber said she received the cards for her nonprofit Holiday Cards 4 Our Military, 
pm New Hampshire Challenge. WMUR-TV reported that her goal was to collect 25,000 cards to send 
* " around the world to members of all five branches of the U.S. military. Landerman-Garber said she 

has written holiday cards to servicemembers for the past 15 years. She started the nonprofit last 
year while a family friend was deployed with the Navy. Landerman-Garber said she feels it is always good to reach outside 
yourself and send a message of appreciation. 




Andree Kehn, The (Lewiston, Maine) Sun Journal/AP 


No cause for alarm 

Firefighters with the Lewiston Fire Department walk past a fire department-themed playground at Longley Elementary School in Lewiston, 
Maine, after investigating a call Monday. The department said an alarm in an outside classroom was pulled. 


police chase in 13 months, this 
time after his mother took away a 
video game console. 

Brooklyn police in suburban 
Cleveland said the boy took off in 
his mother’s SUV about 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Police reports say offi¬ 
cers began chasing the boy as he 
sped down a road the wrong way, 
running stop lights and reaching 
speeds of 70 to 90 mph. 

The chase ended about 30 min¬ 
utes later when the boy crashed 
into a parked truck. He was treat¬ 
ed for minor injuries and taken to 
a juvenile detention center. 

Authorities said he led police 
and the state highway patrol on a 
100 mph chase last fall. 

Officers babysit, feed 
snacks to escaped pig 

ly I WANAQUE — Police of- 
Iw 3 ficers in New Jersey said 
they found an escaped pig and fed 
it snacks until its owner came to 
pick it up. 

Wanaque police Capt. Kenneth 
Fackina said the pig was spotted 


wandering around about 2:30 
p.m. Saturday. Fackina said offi¬ 
cers found the pig and fed it a few 
snacks until the owner came by to 
walk the pig home. 

Fackina said the pig escaped 
from its owner’s backyard and 
“decided to take a little walk.” 

Man gets 7 years for 
trying to steal house 

€^€\ GREELEY — A Colo- 
rado man was sen¬ 
tenced to seven years in prison 
for tricking his girlfriend’s 87- 
year-old grandfather into signing 
over the deed to his house. 

Weld County prosecutors say 
Jonny Stewart, 34, of Evans, was 
sentenced Friday in Greeley. 

Prosecutors said that in May 
2017, Stewart told the victim he 
wanted to buy the house, which 
was worth about $190,000. Stew¬ 
art asked the victim to sign pa¬ 
perwork he needed for a loan. 

However, the victim signed a 
Quitclaim deed saying he sold the 
house to Stewart for $100. The 


Greeley Tribune earlier reported 
Stewart pressured his brother, a 
notary public, into notarizing the 
form. 

Stewart was charged in Au¬ 
gust 2017 with theft, committing 
a crime against an at-risk person 
and attempting to disarm a police 
officer at the time of his arrest. 

Police: Man shoots 
brother over dispute 

A ^ AVONDALE — Police 
in the Phoenix suburb 
of Avondale said a man was ar¬ 
rested for allegedly shooting his 
older brother in a dispute over a 
food storage container. 

Police said John Murillo, 44, ar¬ 
gued with his brother because his 
sibling used his food container. 

Police said John Murillo fired 
several shots through a bedroom 
door, striking Anthony Murillo, 
46, several times in the arms and 
torso. Anthony Murillo remains 
hospitalized in stable condition. 

Police said John Murillo has 
been charged with aggravated as¬ 


sault with a deadly weapon, disor¬ 
derly conduct involving a weapon 
and discharging a firearm within 
city limits. 

Town police apologize 
for noisy training 

I l^r OGDEN — Ogden po- 
I lice are apologizing 
that loud training activities early 
Saturday morning startled and 
confused some residents of the 
northern Utah city. 

The Standard-Examiner re¬ 
ported that a joint military and 
law enforcement training exercise 
involved hehcopters hovering over 
homes and other loud activities. 

The Police Department ac¬ 
knowledged in a 5 a.m. Facebook 
post that the training activity was 
both loud and late. 

The department said affected 
residents were supposed to be 
alerted beforehand by an auto¬ 
mated reverse calling system but 
that some residences said they 
didn’t get the notification. 

From wire reports 
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Baffling Billboard 100 


Minaj reaches 100 hits, but trails cast of ‘Glee’ 


Bethonie Butler and 
Travis M. Andrews 

The Washington Post 

N icki Mingj made history this week 
as the first woman to land 100 ap¬ 
pearances on the Billboard 100 
chart. 

The rapper reached the milestone with her 
featured appearance on Tyga’s “Dip,” which 
debuted at No. 83 on the chart. It’s an exclu¬ 
sive accolade achieved by a mere five acts 
— the only other artists who have surpassed 
the 100 mark are Drake, Elvis Presley and 
Lil Wayne, Mine’s mentor and frequent 
collaborator. 

Their chart dominance might seem sur¬ 
prising, but more shocking is who’s perched 
at the top of the list. Here’s a hint: It’s not a 
singular artist. 

No, it’s ... the cast of “Glee,” the television 
show about singing teenagers. 

There are a few different factors at work 
here that explain what might seem like a baf¬ 
fling list (see box). After all, the Eagles have 
the best-selling album of all time, with Mi¬ 
chael Jackson close behind, and both have a 
lot of individual hits, as well — but where are 
they? Garth Brooks, Led Zeppelin, Billy Joel, 
Elton John, Pink Floyd and AC/DC are all in 
the top 10 of pop music’s best-selling artists 
—but none of them appears on the list. Kenny 
G has sold more records than Eminem, one of 
hip-hop’s most bankable stars, but his smooth 
jazz is nowhere to be found here. 

So what’s going on? 

It really began with the rise of iTunes and 
the new way users consumed songs. Instead 
of going to Best Buy or a local record store, 
now users were buying individual songs. So 
the charts had to figure out how to count 
those downloads. 

Then came streaming, the music industry’s 
true disrupter. As reported in The Washing¬ 
ton Post in July: 

“Billboard added streaming songs as one 
of the metrics for its charts in 2012, leading 
the Recording Industry Association of Amer¬ 
ica and Nielsen to follow suit.... 

“As the charts struggled to come up with a 
streaming equivalent to an album purchase 
or a song download, the media has been 
awash with headlines touting the latest re¬ 
cord-breaking chart numbers. Artists such as 
Adele, Beyonce, Taylor Swift, Drake, Kanye, 
Lil Wayne and Post Malone are constantly 
breaking each others’ records, leaving bands 


such as Prince, the Rolling Stones and ABBA 
in digital obscurity.” 

The result is that it’s much easier for a 
song to pop onto the Billboard 100. Consider 
this: In the old days, a fan would purchase 
an artist’s new record. It didn’t matter if she 
listened to that record once or 100 times on 
repeat. Now, though, every listen counts. The 
key is that the song only needs to hit the list, 
not remain on it. In the past, radio stations 
would have to give songs massive radio play 
for them to chart. 

Now consider the artists in question. Rap 
tends to be heavy on featured guests, mean¬ 
ing that one rapper (say, Nicki Min^) will 
often appear on the song of another rapper 
(say, Lil Wayne). 

That’s where Min^ shined. She amassed 
100 appearances on the chart in less than a 
decade by teaming up with other artists. 

So that explains many of the hip-hop art¬ 
ists, but what about the cast of “Glee”? 

It comes down to a type of chart manipula¬ 
tion. A couple new songs — a mix of covers 
and musical mash-ups — were dumped onto 
streaming services to coincide with each 
new episode. Fans would obsessively listen to 
these few songs each week. The next week, 
there would be two more. 

It’s likely that if these songs were dropped 
in a bundle, fans would not have had the pa¬ 
tience to listen to them all so many times. 


Top Billboard 100 appearances 

The cast of “Glee” (207) 

Drake (191) 

Lil Wayne (160) 

Elvis Presley 
(108) 

Nicki Minqj 

( 100 ) 

Jay-Z (98) 

Kanye West (93) 

James Brown 
(91) 

Chris Brown (90) 

Taylor Swift (77) 

Ray Charles (75) 

Future(75) 

Eminem (73) 

Aretha Franklin (73) 

The Beatles (71) 


Reboots of ‘Shrek,’ ‘Puss in Boots’ in the works 


From wire services 

Here’s something that might leave “Shrek” 
fans feeling ogre-joyed. 

A reboot of the popular animated fran¬ 
chise about a green ogre is now in the works 
through the studio behind the “Despicable 
Me” movies. Variety reported. Chris Me- 
ledandri — the head of Illumination Enter¬ 
tainment — told the outlet he was tapped 
by Universal Pictures to come up with new 
ideas for both “Shrek” and its spinoff flick, 
“Puss in Boots.” 

Meledandri expressed an eagerness to 
reunite cast members such as Mike Myers 
(who voices Shrek), Eddie Murphy (Donkey) 
and Antonio Banderas (Puss in Boots) for fu¬ 
ture installments. 

“While you certainly could make a case 
for a complete reinvention, I find myself 
responding to my own nostalgic feelings of 
wanting to go back to those characteriza¬ 
tions,” Meledandri told Variety. “The chal¬ 


lenge for us has been to find something that 
really does feel like it’s not simply yet anoth¬ 
er film in a series of sequels.” 

Universal purchased the rights to Dream¬ 
Works — the studio that created “Shrek” 

— in 2016 for a reported $3.8 billion. 

The first “Shrek” movie premiered in 
2001, and three sequels have followed. 

Missy Elliott, Chrlssle Hynde 
up for Songwriters Hall 

Missy Elliott — one of rap’s greatest voices 

— has been nominated for the Songwriters 
Hall of Fame. 

The Songwriters Hall gave The Associated 
Press the list of nominees Wednesday, a day 
ahead of its official announcement. 

Other performing nominees are Mariah 
Carey, Chrissie Hynde, Vince Gill, Mike 
Love, Jimmy Cliff, Jeff Lynne, Cat Stevens, 
John Prine, Lloyd Price, Tommy James and 
the Eurythmics. 


Non-performing nominees are Jack Temp- 
chin, Dean Dillon, Jerry Fuller, Tom T. Hall, 
Roger Nichols and Dallas Austin. 

Nominated non-performing songwriting 
duos include PE. Sloan and Steve Barri, Rus¬ 
sell Brown and Irwin Levine, Lynn Ahrens 
and Stephen Flaherty, Dean Pitchford and 
Michael Gore, Dan Penn and Spooner Old¬ 
ham, Bobby Hart and Tommy Boyce. 

Other news 

■ TBS said it has ordered a reality series 
pilot called “Unqualified” in which basket¬ 
ball great Shaquille O’Neal and actor Ken 
Jeong will take on odd jobs, including mall 
rent-a-cop, substitute schoolteacher and 
train conductor. 

■ Prosecutors have dropped a simple as¬ 
sault charge against rapper T.I. but are mov¬ 
ing ahead with charges of public drunkenness 
and disorderly conduct stemming from his 
May arrest outside his Atlanta home. 


Proposed series 
seems to mock 
‘Kevin Can Wait’ 

By Frank Lovece 
Newsday 

AMC is developing scripts for 
a possible series about the sitcom 
trope of the beautiful wife mar¬ 
ried to a goofy, less attractive 
husband, under the working title 
“Kevin Can (Expletive) Himself” 
— a direct reference to the Kevin 
James comedy “Kevin Can Wait,” 
which was filmed and set on Long 
Island, N.Y. 

Announc¬ 
ing the for¬ 
mation of 
writers’ 
rooms for 
this and an 
additional, 
unrelated 
series, the 
cable net¬ 
work said the 
show would 
examine 
“the secret 
life of a woman we all grew up 
watching,” the sitcom wife mar¬ 
ried to a man “who gets to be a 
jerk because she’s a nag and he’s 
‘funny.’” 

The potential series was creat¬ 
ed by “SEAL Team” staff writer 
Valerie Armstrong and would be 
produced under actors Rashida 
Jones’ and Will McCormack’s 
company Le Train Train (TNT’s 
“Claws”). 

Erinn Hayes — who played a 
beleaguered spouse who fits that 
description on “Kevin Can Wait” 
before her character was writ¬ 
ten out of the series after season 
one — responded to the news on 
Twitter, writing, “omg,” followed 
by three laughing-until-I’m-cry- 
ing emoji. 

“This is such a weird little pilot,” 
tweeted Armstrong. “Thank you 
@iamrashidqjones. Will, and @ 
AMC - TV for thinking it might 
ever be a weird little show.” 

Representatives for Hayes and 
James did not respond to News- 
day requests for comment. 

James has not commented on 
social media. 

CBS’ “Kevin Can Wait” starred 
James as retired police officer 
Kevin Gable, married to Hayes’ 
character, Donna. 

After Leah Remini, James’ 
former co-star on “The King of 
Queens,” guest-starred on the 
season-one finale, the produc¬ 
ers hired her as a series regular 
and dropped Hayes, explaining 
Donna had died. 

The change did not improve 
ratings and the series was can¬ 
celed this year after two seasons. 

When news of her departure 
broke in June 2017, Hayes had 
tweeted, “True, I’ve been let go 
from the show. Very sad, I had a 
great experience season 1. Thank 
you for all the support from our 
wonderful fans.” 

The following month she be¬ 
came the female lead of the 
Amazon comedy series “The 
Dangerous Book for Boys,” and 
later was cast in the indepen¬ 
dent feature “Holly Slept Over,” 
among other work. 



Erinn Hayes 
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Amazon eyes possible HQ split for NY, Va. 



Patrick Semansky/AP 

Amazon may be looking at building additional headquarters in both 
New York's Long Island City and in Crystal City, Va. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — After a year¬ 
long search for a second home, 
Amazon is now reportedly look¬ 
ing to build offices in two cities 
instead of one, a surprise move 
that could still have a m^jor im¬ 
pact on the communities it ulti¬ 
mately selects. 

New York’s Long Island City and 
Crystal City in northern Virginia 
have emerged as the front run¬ 
ners, according to sources famil¬ 
iar with the talks with Amazon. 

Selecting those areas would 
bring more jobs to places that al¬ 
ready have plenty. 

Jed Kolko, the chief economist 
at job site Indeed, said that choos¬ 
ing New York and the D.C. area 
would “be a much less radical 
move than many imagined” and 
another example of “rich places 
getting richer.” 

The company had originally 


promised to bring 50,000 new 
high-paying jobs to one location, 
which founder and CEO Jeff 
Bezos said would be “a full equal” 
to its Seattle home base. 

Amazon may now split those 
jobs equally between two loca¬ 
tions, The Wall Street Journal re¬ 
ported, with each getting 25,000. 

That would beg the question of 
whether the new locations would 
be headquarters at all. Kolko said 
a headquarters is “where the de¬ 
cision makers are,” but it’s un¬ 
clear where Amazon’s executives 
— such as Bezos — would spend 
much of their time. 

If Amazon decides to split the 
50,000 workers in two places, 
each of those offices would be 
smaller than Seattle’s, which has 
more than 40,000 employees. 

Virginia officials and some 
state lawmakers were recently 
briefed by the head of the state’s 


Wells Fargo concedes 545 improper foreclosures 


By Renae Merle 

The Washington Post 

Wells Fargo acknowledged 
Tuesday that, due to a calcula¬ 
tion error, it had improperly 
foreclosed on 545 distressed ho¬ 
meowners after they asked for 
help with their mortgages. 

Overall, 870 homeowners were 
denied help they qualified for — 
with more than half losing their 
homes afterward. Wells Fargo 
said. 

The acknowledgment is sure 
to increase pressure on the San 
Francisco-based bank, which 
has been struggling to repair its 
image after a series of missteps. 

It has already paid more than 


$1 billion in fines to various 
regulators for opening up sham 
accounts people didn’t want and 
improperly repossessing thou¬ 
sands of cars. 

Wells Fargo has repeatedly 
apologized for its missteps but has 
yet to win over many lawmakers, 
including Democrats who have 
called for its chief executive, Tim 
Sloan, to testify again about the 
bank’s actions. 

The bank is also under orders 
from the Federal Reserve not to 
grow any bigger than its $2 tril¬ 
lion in assets until it addresses its 
various problems. 

Wells Fargo said an internal 
review found that the bank had 
denied help to hundreds of ho¬ 


meowners after fees charged by 
foreclosure attorneys were im¬ 
properly used when the bank de¬ 
termined whom to offer mortgage 
help. The problem began in 2010 
and wasn’t corrected until April, 
the bank said. 

The revelation echoes the com¬ 
plaints of thousands of borrowers 
in the years after the financial 
crisis that banks were stingy 
about offering help with loans. 

“It is really astounding that it 
has taken so long to find these 
problems, and it is not at all 
clear that this is the end of it. A 
homeowner in distress deserves 
better,” said Alys Cohen, staff at¬ 
torney for the National Consumer 
Law Center. “Why don’t we know 


more about how this happened? 
And where are the regulators en¬ 
suring that homeowners get fully 
compensated?” 


MARKET WATCH 


Nov. 6, 2018 

Dow Jones 173.31 

industrials 25,635.01 

Nasdaq 47.11 

composite 7 , 375.96 

Standard & 17.14 

Poor’s 500 2,755.45 

Russell 3 59 


economic development office that 
Amazon was considering split¬ 
ting up its second headquarters, 
according to a person familiar 
with the matter. 

Officials in Virginia said they 
believe there’s a strong likelihood 
Amazon will pick Crystal City as 
one of its sites, but the company 
has not said anything definitive, 
according to the person, who was 
not authorized to speak on the 
record. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 7). 

Dollar buys (Nov. 7). 

British pound (Nov. 7). 

Japanese yen (Nov. 7). 

South Korean won (Nov. 7). 


....$1.1783 

...€0.8487 

.$1.35 

.110.00 

.. 1,094.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


.0.3769 

.$1.3146 

.1.3037 

6 9199 

.6.4992 

.17.9106 

... $1.1479/0.8712 

7 8299 
280 27 

.3.6762 

.113.22 

0 3037 

.8.3114 

52 72 

.3.74 

3 7511 
1 3697 

.1,117.94 
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32 81 
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Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 
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By Ronald A. Klain 
Special to The Washington Post 

D emocrats have done it: After 
eight years in the minority, and 
after two years of looking on in 
frustration as President Donald 
Trump has tried to rip away health care 
coverage, rip apart consumer and envi¬ 
ronmental safeguards and rip down civil 
rights protections. Democrats will control 
the House starting in January. 

What now? 

Let’s start with where the new majority 
should not start: investigations, accusatory 
hearings or impeachment proceedings. 
However tempting it might be for freshly 
empowered congressional Columbos, not a 
single subpoena should fly in the first 100 
days. 

Not, of course, because there is a short¬ 
age of things to investigate—just the oppo¬ 
site. The Trump administration has been 
the most corrupt since Ulysses S. Grant 
was in the White House. The administra¬ 
tion has flouted the constitutional limit 
on taking money from foreigners and fla¬ 
grantly disregarded the rule of law. The 
transgressions merit serious inquiry and 
long overdue accountability. Voters chose 
a Democratic House, in part, to impose 
missing checks on Trump’s excesses and 
to get to the bottom of the many questions 
raised in the past two years. 

Nonetheless, a Democratic majority 
charging out of the gate with investigative 
hearings would be making a mistake, for a 
number of reasons. 

Good investigations take time to orga¬ 
nize; quick, disorganized hearings would 
look political and would undermine the 
credibility of later, well-structured ones. 
High-profile hearings before the investiga¬ 
tors are prepared would lead to repetitive 
hearings, which in turn would make the 


By Jonathan Bernstein 

Bloomberg Opinion 

T he polls and projections were basi¬ 
cally correct: The Democrats had 
a very good election night. They 
gained a House majority for the 
first time since 2010, and for only the third 
Congress since 1994, and by a solid mar¬ 
gin. They lost some in the Senate, but that’s 
not because they did badly Tuesday; it’s 
because Republicans had a large lead, 42 
to 23, among the seats that weren’t up this 
year. That was too much for Democrats to 
overcome even on a fairly good night. And 
Democrats picked up a few governors, 
a slew of state legislative seats and some 
state legislative chambers, and some other 
down-ballot positions. 

Yes, Republicans have some bragging 
rights. They won quite a few gubernatorial 
races that were considered tossups, includ¬ 
ing in Florida, Ohio and (probably) Geor¬ 
gia. And as of early Wednesday they were 
leading in most of the up-for-grabs Senate 
contests. The latter is a big deal, because 
not only will they continue to hold the 
chamber, but they made their job in 2020 
a lot easier. They were worried they would 
do a lot worse, but they clearly didn’t do as 
well as they expected two years ago. 

So why did the Republicans have a bad 
night? The basic story is pretty simple: This 
is what happens to a party when it controls 
the White House and the president is un¬ 
popular. In fact, most of what was resolved 
on Tuesday was probably a consequence 
not of the fall campaign, but of Trump’s 
record-shattering bad year in 2017, at least 
in terms of approval ratings. A large group 
of Republicans decided to retire last year; 
that’s when Democrats recruited many of 


investigated seem persecuted. Democrats 
should burn the playbook that Rep. Trey 
Gowdy, R-S.C., used for his shambolic 
Benghazi investigation, not copy it. 

The most important “investigative” 
thing that Democrats can do in the short 
run is to stay out of special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller’s way as he finishes his care¬ 
ful review of Russian meddling in the 2016 
election and possible coordination with the 
Trump campaign. For two years. Demo¬ 
crats have been rightly outraged that Rep. 
Devin Nunes, R-Calif., and his cohorts 
have interfered with the Mueller probe 
by pretending to investigate administra¬ 
tion wrongdoing; Democrats would make a 
mistake, albeit inadvertently, by launching 
a similar oversight effort. 

Putting investigations front and center 
would also send a loud — and damaging 
— message to the millions of Americans 
who went to the polls to elect Democrats 
to deliver on kitchen-table issues: health 
care and jobs, incomes and opportunity, 
fair treatment for all. The Democrats’ clos¬ 
ing argument in 2018 should be where they 
start in 2019. 

Specifically, the new Democratic House 
majority should devote its first 100 days to 
passing five pieces of legislation, then dare 
the Senate and the Trump White House to 
follow suit or be called out for their refusal 
to act. 

First, a bill to raise the federal minimum 
wage to $15 and restore Trump-repealed 
rules protecting overtime pay. Democrats 
should show their support for hard-work¬ 
ing people who are doing everything right 
and still not earning enough to live on. 
During the 2016 campaign. Trump prom¬ 
ised to support a minimum-wage increase; 
on the eve of the 2018 election, his chief 
economic adviser proposed abolishing the 
law altogether. Democrats should find out 
where the president and the Trump-domi¬ 


their top potential candidates to run; and 
that’s when Republicans failed to find good 
candidates in several states where they 
might have been competitive. 

Trump’s standing recovered a bit in 2018, 
but as of Tuesday he was the least popular 
president through 656 days in the polling 
era. The slight uptick in his approval rat¬ 
ings wasn’t going to be enough to help the 
party recover from 2017, and it’s possible 
he cost Republicans a little more. 

And unlike George W. Bush in 2006 or 
Barack Obama in 2010, when poor policy 
outcomes (Iraq in Bush’s case, a slow re¬ 
covery for the economy for Obama) turned 
people against them, Trump’s failure to 
date has mainly been strikingly personal. 
Granted, the two big Republican policy ini¬ 
tiatives in Congress, the attempted repeal 
of Obamacare and the tax cut, didn’t help. 
But Trump failed to contribute any popu¬ 
lar policy ideas — and certainly wasn’t ef¬ 
fective at pushing for any ideas that might 
have been popular, such as an infrastruc¬ 
ture bill. 

The bottom line is that despite a solid 
economy and without any high-casu¬ 
alty war. Trump spent 2017 at around 38 
percent approval, and 2018 at around 42 
percent. And he has spent his entire presi¬ 
dency, after a brief honeymoon, solidly 
over 50 percent disapproval, with a large 
portion of that strongly disapproving. This 
shouldn’t come as a surprise. Trump rare¬ 
ly even pretended to be the president of all 
the people, which was especially foolish for 
someone who narrowly won in the Elec¬ 
toral College and lost solidly in the popular 
vote. 

This disdain for those who didn’t vote 
for him has turned out to be a disastrous 
strategy. Beyond that, mismanagement of 


nated Senate really stand. 

Second, legislation to strengthen the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act, expand its coverage and 
patch up the gaps that the Trump admin¬ 
istration has punched in it. Put aside the 
big debate over comprehensively chang¬ 
ing the system for later; deliver on the core 
promise of most Democratic campaigns in 
2018. 

Third, a bill to restore the Voting Rights 
Act and reverse Republican voter sup¬ 
pression efforts. The cause of democracy 
should not be carried by Democrats alone, 
but that is what it has come to. The greatest 
democracy in the world should not be the 
one where it is hardest to participate in the 
democratic process. 

Fourth, a simple, non-porked-up infra¬ 
structure bill, with funding for bridges 
and roads, airports and mass transit, clean 
energy projects and new schools. Avoid the 
complexity and exotica that — while good 
policy — ultimately made the 2009 Ameri¬ 
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act bad 
politics. If it doesn’t employ workers in 
hard hats, it isn’t “infrastructure” for this 
purpose. 

And finally, a clean bill, free of extrane¬ 
ous issues, that grants legal status to the 
immigrant children known as “dreamers.” 
Trump has promised to sign such a bill; it’s 
time to end the uncertainty of these young 
people, who have so much to contribute. 

Yes, this leaves much still undone. Child 
care. Job training. College assistance. 
Criminal justice reform. Campaign fi¬ 
nance reform. And so much more. These 
are important, too. But Democrats need 
a focused agenda of quickly actionable 
items for the first 100 days. After that, they 
will have at least another 630 days in con¬ 
trol of the House — and plenty of time for 
investigations. 


the White House and a parade of scandals, 
with indictments and guilty pleas and res¬ 
ignations and criminal referrals, meant 
that there was a steady stream of bad news 
coming from the administration. Enough, 
it appears, to overwhelm the good news 
about the economy. 

There’s still time to turn it around. Plenty 
of presidents who seemed to be in trouble 
at the two-year mark — including Obama, 
Bill Clinton and Ronald Reagan — were 
re-elected. If the economy remains strong, 
and if Trump finds a way to moderate him¬ 
self at least somewhat, perhaps he’ll find 
he can eat into the m^ority that’s been 
against him from the start. On the other 
hand, we don’t know how many scandals 
could still emerge. And now, with Demo¬ 
crats holding the gavels in the House of 
Representatives oversight panels, there’s 
a pretty good chance of more to come. In 
addition, there’s no sign that Trump would 
know how to handle his job better, even if 
he realized that he should. 

Meanwhile, the policy implications of the 
midterms are important. With a larger Re¬ 
publican majority in the Senate, it’s going 
to be even easier for Trump’s nominations 
to sail through. Expect more Republican 
judges. But the possibility of another big 
tax cut for the wealthy is dead, at least for 
the next two years. Any expectation of re¬ 
pealing Obamacare is dead. Deep cuts in 
programs Democrats favor? Also dead. 

The big question is whether Trump and 
House Democrats will try to cut deals. And 
that’s what we’ll all be watching over the 
next few months, and the next two years. 

Jonathan Bernstein is a Bloomberg Opinion 
coiumnist covering politics and poiicy. He taught 
politicai science at the University of Texas at San 
Antonio and DePauw University. 
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OPINION_ 

Both parties should rue lost opportunities 



By Megan McArdle 

The Washington Post 

F rom one standpoint, the election 
results Tuesday night weren’t 
much of a surprise. Democrats will 
control the House. Republicans 
will control the Senate. Which means that 
partisans of both parties can look forward 
to the next two years with equal measures 
of pleasure and pain. Republicans will 
move forward on stocking the courts with 
conservative judges; Democrats will ag¬ 
gressively investigate the president and his 
administration. But in another way, it was 
rather amazing. We don’t usually see the 
House and the Senate move so strongly in 
different directions. 

The big winners on Tuesday were #Nev- 
erTrump conservatives, who will rejoice 
in both the judges and the sight of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump writhing under public 
scrutiny. The big losers were political jour¬ 
nalists, who can expect an already frenetic 
newscycle to accelerate toward light speed. 
If you are not in one of those aforemen¬ 
tioned groups — if you are just an ordinary 
voter with normal partisan goals — then 
no matter which party you belong to, you 
have to look back at this election cycle with 
regret for the missed opportunities. 

Republicans should be asking them¬ 
selves how, with unemployment low and 
the economy booming, they managed to 
lose control of the House of Representa¬ 
tives. Yes, the president’s party usually 
loses some seats during midterm elections. 
Yes, Republicans were suffering from a lot 
of retirements, which left races open that 
would have been locked up with an incum¬ 
bent in the seat. 

But the losses they suffered were out of 
proportion to the underlying fundamentals. 
And the wave of retiring incumbents was 
not a random disaster visited upon them by 


the capricious political gods; it was a direct 
result of the president making life miser¬ 
able for his fellow Republicans. 

Many of the folks who chose not to retire 
still lost Tuesday night. Trump’s erratic 
behavior and vulgar style generated a blue 
wave of revulsion in the suburbs, costing 
a number of Republican incumbents their 
jobs. If you actually wanted Trump to get 
something done, rather than simply shout 
at liberals and the media on Twitter, well, 
there is now no chance that you will get 
your wish. The next two years will feature 
a lot of investigations and virtually nothing 
in the way of legislation. If only Trump had 
just kept his mouth shut and kept himself 
out of the news cycle. Every time he stops 
saying outrageous things for a few days, 
his poll numbers improve to territory that 
could have held the House for the GOR But 
he never passes up an opportunity to make 
a spectacle and, as a result, he has lost any 
further chance to make policy. 

Democrats, meanwhile, should be cast¬ 
ing a wistful eye at the Senate, where Re¬ 
publicans now look likely to increase their 
m^ority by at least three seats. Yes, they 
faced a terrible election map, defending a 
high proportion of seats in states that went 
for Trump by a comfortable margin. Yes, 
it’s hard to generate a wave when the econ¬ 
omy is going well and we’re not embroiled 
in a military quagmire. 

Except the evidence from the House is 
that there should have been a wave; Dem¬ 
ocrats should have taken at least a few 
toss-up seats such as those in Florida and 
Indiana. Instead, as of this writing, they’ve 
lost every race where the polls were close. 
And it’s hard not to think of what might have 
been had it not been for Brett Kavanaugh. 

For the fir St time since Trump began win¬ 
ning the 2016 GOP primaries. Republicans 
were united on something: their revulsion 
at the llth-hour leak of sexual assault al¬ 


legations from Kavanaugh’s youth and the 
alacrity with which Democrats (in office 
and out) rushed to declare him guilty. This 
energized dispirited Republicans, shrink¬ 
ing the enthusiasm gap and evaporating 
whatever leads the Democrats held. Those 
vulnerable Democrats who voted against 
his confirmation are now ex-senators. 

If the left had been a little less visibly 
eager to condemn Kavanaugh before the 
trial — and if images of enraged protesters 
beating on the doors of the Supreme Court 
had not dominated our televisions — Dem¬ 
ocrats might have managed to knock the 
Republican Senate majority down, or per¬ 
haps even to shift it to a narrow blue wedge 
blocking Trump’s nominees. Instead, the 
Republican majority has grown. It will be 
functionally impossible to remove Trump 


from office and even more difficult than it 
already was to stop a steady flow of conser¬ 
vatives into the vacancies on the courts. 

I saw few people, however, entertaining 
such unpleasant thoughts on election night. 
Partisans seemed focused on the bright 
side: Democrats happily anticipating their 
House investigations. Republicans savor¬ 
ing their future judicial appointments. But 
eventually, these joys are likely to pall in 
the sight of the opposition’s ongoing victo¬ 
ries, and partisans’ attentions will turn to 
what might have been if they’d been a little 
more focused on practical politics and a 
little less focused on instant, evanescent 
victories in the culture war. 


Washington Post opinions coiumnist Megan 
McArdie is author of “The Up Side of Down: 
Why Faiiing Weii is the Key to Success.” 


Inside the mystery of Trump’s stubbornly loyal base 


By Andrew Malcolm 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

O ne of the most puzzling, enduring 
and intriguing questions about 
the Trump presidential phenom¬ 
enon is how he maintains such 
a stubbornly loyal political base despite 
what a majority of Americans regard as 
overwhelming evidence of his inconsisten¬ 
cies and incompetence. 

This is the base that in just the right 
numbers in just the right states looked past 
his outrageous comments and indiscre¬ 
tions two years ago and produced a histor¬ 
ic upset that stunned even Hillary Clinton 
into election-night silence. 

This is the base that, with some dips, has 
kept his job approval right around the mid- 
40s, while a steady majority disapproves. 

And this is the base that President Don¬ 
ald Trump has pursued with such energy 
and determination this campaign, not try¬ 
ing to convince anyone of anything new 
but instead fueling their self-interest, fears 
and allegiance to motivate maximum elec¬ 
tion turnout for candidates of his adopted 
GOP. 

The self-described nonpolitician wasted 
no motion or words reaching out to the un¬ 
convinced. Elections are about divisions, 
not unity. Regardless of the midterm re¬ 
sults, Trump’s strategy provides a reveal¬ 
ing template for his approach these next 
104 weeks until the vote on his re-election. 

If Democrats or rebel Republicans really 
hope to defeat this man, they’d best spend 
less time denouncing and more studying 
his uncanny connections with supporters 
that are so far impervious to challenge 


while he continues delivering “promises 
kept.” 

A tiny and revealing example of this 
linkage: Trump emailed supporters about 
the importance of Arizona’s Senate race. 
“A vote for Martha McSally for Senate,” he 
said, “will be the 2nd greatest vote you’ve 
ever cast... the first greatest was for me!” 

Now on one level, that’s conceited Trump 
so full of himself, as usual. But on another, 
for supporters, he’s equating a McSally 
vote with the best vote they believe they 
ever cast, making it a must-do. Both views 
can be correct. 

It’s unusual for a sitting president whose 
name is on no ballot to invest so much time, 
effort and prestige fighting the tides of 
midterm political history that foretell in¬ 
evitable congressional losses for his party. 

It’s also very Trumpian. Remember how 
ridiculous and hopeless his presidential 
quest seemed when Trump launched it 
from the lobby’s down escalator in Trump 
Tower? I do. I wrote how ridiculous and 
hopeless it was. 

Watching him closely these past three- 
plus years. I’ve come to some conclusions. 
He’s the most outrageously confident pub¬ 
lic person since Muhammad Ali accurately 
predicted the exact round he’d knock out 
his next opponents back in the ’60s. 

Many see this as obnoxiously cocky, 
even when it comes true. Especially when 
it comes true and denies a Democrat her 
rightful Oval Office inheritance. 

Trump’s base knows all about being de¬ 
nied. For years — decades, really — its 
members invested their pleas, hopes, 
dreams, donations and votes in the estab¬ 


lishments of both D.C. parties. To no avail. 

Now, along comes a most unlikely and 
imperfect herald, a wealthy New York 
loudmouth who actually listens to those 
folks in flyover country, who voices their 
frustrations and fears about many things, 
especially jobs and illegal immigration. 

Washington know-it-alls talk now of 
Trump fomenting divisions. News Flash: 
Barack Obama derisively described these 
people back in 2008. Unaware he was 
being recorded, the candidate told wealthy 
San Francisco donors how change threat¬ 
ens these unsophisticated heartland folks, 
so they cling bitterly to guns and religion. 

Had Obama’s party of coastal elites paid 
attention instead of patronizing their ear¬ 
nest, frightened countrymen, there would 
be no President Donald Trump today. 

No one can know what resides in anyone’s 
heart. But Trump addresses such fears as 
evaporating manufacturing jobs, stagnant 
wages, unfair trade deals, border security 
and illegal immigrants jumping the line. 

He’s not talking at his base. He’s voicing, 
simply and starkly, what each of them be¬ 
lieves. Watch crowd members nod. Impor¬ 
tantly, he’s offering hope — through him. 

Trump may not attend church each Sun¬ 
day, but he defends their religious liberties 
threatened by political correctness. He 
may have had his own pro football team, 
but Trump goes after NFL owners and 
players for kneeling and disrespecting the 
flag. 

At a slew of his rallies this fall. Trump, 
unlike standard pols, got up with no 
prompter and riffed for 60 to 70 minutes to 
a crowd that started lining up a day earlier. 


Some days, the 72-year-old president did 
three such mass events in different cities. 
Ostensibly, they are for state candidates. 
But they’re clearly the undercard. 

Trump mocks opponents, warns that 
Democrats will raise taxes and speaks im¬ 
modestly about his administration’s suc¬ 
cess in creating millions of jobs, boosting a 
booming economy, cutting regulations. 

He also, of course, goes after “fake 
news,” claiming it’s the only way he can 
combat a monolithic media chronically un¬ 
fair to him. Coincidentally, after Friday’s 
West Virginia rally, a pool reporter esti¬ 
mated Trump’s crowd at a mere 1,000, a 
number later corrected by Secret Service 
metal detectors to more than 4,000. 

A Washington newspaper has taken to 
collecting Trump’s alleged exaggerations, 
inaccuracies and lies, now in the thousands 
by its count. That’s a kind of daily fact¬ 
checking zeal that never occurred to them 
during Obama’s reign of adoration when, 
among many things, the Democrat blamed 
YouTube for the Benghazi deaths and 
promised Americans 37 times they could 
keep their doctor and health insurance. 

Trump was asked about lying last week 
by TV reporters unlikely to ever admit ex¬ 
aggerating a story. The president answered 
bluntly, “When I can, I tell the truth.” 

That’s the kind of candid statement that 
proves to critics he’s unworthy of the office. 
And that’s the kind of candid statement 
that proves to his loyal base that Trump is 
a human talking to them straight. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran 
national and foreign correspondent covering 
politics since the 1960s. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

52 Shed 

23 Monastery 

1 Lima’s land 

53 Icelandic epic 

24 Earth Day subj. 

5 Leg, in slang 

54 “The Matrix” 

25 Overdue 

8 Skewer 

character 

26 Prying 

12 Goblet feature 

55 Otherwise 

27 Against 

13 Eggs 


28 Silicon Valley 

14 Celestial bear 

DOWN 

school 

15 Wild guess 

1 “Hey!” 

32 Birders’ society 

16 Tavern 

2 Diminutive suffix 

33E.L. Doctorow 

17 Surround 

3 Caboose 

novel 

18 Nobel-winning 

4 Author Eco 

35“CSI” evidence 

Mother 

5 Spoil 

36-cone 

20 Mosque leader 

6 Ms. Gardner 

38 Bakery lure 

22 Fishing gear 

7 Spots for yachts 

39 Sneeze sound 

26 Spiteful 

8 Tea sweetener 

42 Implement 

29 Some coll. 

9 Chophouse order 

43 They give a hoot 

degrees 

10 Medit. nation 

44 eager Archibald 

30 Sony rival 

11 Wee bit 

45 That girl 

31 Aware of 

19 Tofu source 

46 Owned 

32 Sit-up targets 

21 Rx writers 

48 Chemical suffix 


33 Laugh-a-minute 

34 Depot (Abbr.) 

35 Payable 

36 Shade of black 

37 Chinese 
principles 

40 Lady of the haus 

41 T-shirt fabric 
45 “Scram!” 

47 “Humbug!” 

49 Corn Belt state 

50 Injure 

51 Lennon’s love 

11-8 CRYPTOQUIP 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT COULD YOU CALL 
MASSIVE MARINE MAMMALS WHEN THEY ARE 
DRIVING HUGE CARS? STEERING WHALES. 
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No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 



SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 


buy sight unseen and have 


through an agent using 


■ People saying Free Dog 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 



STARSIm^STRIPES, 

online at 


WWW. strip 





Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Forcei 


IFr. 


in the European Theater of Operations 

1 Fr.Sunday, March 25,1945 



For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 


Support the Mission 

Subscribe at Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com to donate a subscription. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


American Conference 


New England 
Miami 
N.Y. Jets 
Buffalo 

Houston 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Indianapolis 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 
Oakland 


Pet PF PA 

778 270 202 
556 187 225 
333 198 213 
222 96 241 

667 216 184 
500 134 141 
375 134 170 
375 231 213 

688 227 188 
625 221 237 
444 213 160 
278 190 247 

889 327 226 
750 220 180 
333 205 213 
125 141 252 


National Conference 

East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Washington 5 3 0 .625 160 172 

Philadeiphia 4 4 0 .500 178 156 

Dai las 3 5 0 .375 154 151 

N.Y. Giants 1 7 0 .125 150 205 

South 

NewOrieans 7 1 0 .875 279 218 

Caroiina 6 2 0 .750 220 180 

Atianta 4 4 0 .500 228 226 

Tampa Bay 3 5 0 .375 229 275 


Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 


5 3 0 
5 3 1 
3 4 1 
3 5 0 


.625 235 153 
.611 221 204 
.438 192 204 
.375 180 210 


.889 299 200 
.500 188 156 
.250 110 199 
.222 207 239 


West 

L.A. Rams 8 10 

Seattie 4 4 0 

Arizona 2 6 0 

San Francisco 2 7 0 _ 

Thursday, Nov. 8 
Carolina at Pittsburgh 

Sunday, Nov. 11 
Arizona at Kansas City 
Buffaio at N.Y. Jets 
Detroit at Chicago 
Jacksonviiie at Indianapolis 
Washington at Tampa Bay 
New Orieans at Cincinnati 
New England at Tennessee 
Atlanta at Cleveland 
L.A. Chargers at Oakland 
Miami at Green Bay 
Seattle at L.A. Rams 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Open: Minnesota, Denver, Baltimore, 
Houston 

Monday, Nov. 12 

N.Y. Giants at San Francisco 


Pro soccer 


MLS playoffs 

Conference Semifinals 
Home-and-home 

Eastern Conference 

Columbus 1, New York 0 
Atlanta 1, New York City FC 0 
Western Conference 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Real Salt Lake 1 
Second leg 
Times TBA 
Eastern Conference 
Sunday: New York City FC at Atlanta 
Sunday: Columbus at New York 
Western Conference 
Thursday: Portland at Seattle 
Sunday: Real Salt Lake at Sporting 
Kansas City 

Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 

Sunday, Nov. 25: Teams TBD 
Second leg 

Thursday, Nov. 29: Teams TBD 
Western Conference 

Sunday, Nov. 25: Teams TBD 
Second leg 

Thursday, Nov. 29: Teams TBD 
MLS Cup 
Saturday, Dec. 8 

Teams TBD 


Fight schedule 

Nov. 8 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Neeco Macias vs. Jesus Soto 
Karass, 10, junior middleweights; Manny 
Robles III vs. Jose Gonzalez, 10, feather¬ 
weights. 


College basketball 


AP Top 25 fared 

Tuesday 

1. Kansas (1-0) beat No. 10 Michigan 
State 92-87. Next: vs. Vermont, Monday. 

2. Kentucky (0-1) lost to No. 4 Duke 
118-84. Next: vs. Southern Illinois, Friday. 

3. Gonzaga (1-0) beat Idaho State 120- 
79. Next: vs. Texas Southern, Saturday. 

4. Duke (1-0) beat No. 2 Kentucky 118- 
84. Next: vs. Army, Sunday. 

5. Virginia ( 1-0) beat Towson 73-42. 
Next: vs. George Washington, Sunday. 

6. Tennessee (1-0) beat Lenoir-Rhyne 
86-41. Next: vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, Fri¬ 
day. 

7. Nevada (1-0) beat BYU 86-70. Next: 
vs. Pacific, Friday. 

8. North Carolina (1-0) beat Wofford 
78-67. Next: at Elon, Friday. 

9. Villanova (1-0) beat Morgan State 

100- 77. Next: vs. Quinnipiac, Saturday. 

10. Michigan State (0-1) lost to No. 
1 Kansas 92-87. Next: vs. Florida Gulf 
Coast, Sunday. 

11. Auburn (1-0) beat South Alabama 

101- 58. Next: vs. No. 25 Washington, Fri¬ 
day. 

12. Kansas State (0-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Kennesaw State, Friday. 

13. West Virginia (0-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Buffalo, Friday. 

14. Oregon (1-0) beat Portland State 
84-57. Next: vs. Eastern Washington, Fri¬ 
day. 

15. Virginia Tech (0-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Gardner-Webb, Friday. 

16. Syracuse (1-0) beat Eastern Wash¬ 
ington 66-34. Next: vs. Morehead State, 
Saturday. 

17. Florida State (1-0) beat Florida 81- 
60. Next: vs. Tulane, Sunday. 

18. Mississippi State (0-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Austin Peay, Friday. 

19. Michigan (1-0) beat Norfolk State 
63-44. Next: vs. Holy Cross, Saturday. 

20. TCU (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. Cal 
State Bakersfield, Wednesday. 

21. UCLA (1-0) beat IPFW 96-71. Next: 
vs. Long Beach State, Friday. 

22. Clemson (1-0) beat The Citadel 
100-80. Next: vs. N.C. Central, Friday. 

23. LSU (1-0) beat Southeastern Loui¬ 
siana 94-63. Next: vs. UNC Greensboro, 
Friday. 

24. Purdue (1-0) beat Fairfield 90-57. 
Next: vs. Ball State, Saturday. 

25. Washington (1-0) beat Western 
Kentucky 73-55. Next: at No. 11 Auburn, 
Friday. 

Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Army 73, Marist 69 
Boston College 73, Milwaukee 53 
Boston U. 77, Northeastern 74 
Buffalo 82, St. Francis (Pa.) 67 
CeSU 75, Hartford 68 
Cornell 86, Binghamton 75 
Dartmouth 114, Newbury 39 
Elon 62, Manhattan 56 
Fordham 106, City College of New York 
58 

Georgetown 68, Md.-Eastern Shore 53 
Harvard 78, MIT 66 
Holy Cross 93, Sacred Heart 81 
LIU Brooklyn 109, New Rochelle 76 
Lehigh 85, Monmouth (NJ) 61 
NJIT 81, Colgate 78, OT 
New Hampshire 108, Rivier 54 
Pittsburgh 69, Youngstown St. 53 
Providence 77, Siena 67 
Rhode Island 97, Bryant 63 
Seton Hall 89, Wagner 49 
St. John’s 76, Loyola (Md.) 55 
Stony Brook 77, George Washington 
74, OT 

Syracuse 66, E. Washington 34 
Temple 75, La Salle 67 
UMass 83, Mass.-Lowell 75 
Villanova 100, Morgan St. 77 

SOUTH 

Alabama 82, Southern U. 62 
Appalachian St. 125, Mars Hill 62 
Auburn 101, South Alabama 58 
Austin Peay 114, Oakland City 53 
Campbell 97, UNC-Wilmington 93, OT 
Charleston Southern 100, Columbia 
International 68 

Chattanooga 80, Charlotte 69 
Clemson 100, The Citadel 80 
Coastal Carolina 91, Ferrum 47 
Coll, of Charleston 85, Presbyterian 73 
Davidson 83, Cleveland St. 63 
Duke 118, Kentucky 84 
East Carolina 81, Delaware St. 56 
Florida A&M 65, Jacksonville 50 
Florida St. 81, Florida 60 
Furman 102, Bob Jones 48 
Georgia St. 74, ETSU 68 
Hampton 110, Mid-Atlantic Christian 
58 

James Madison 86, Eastern Mennonite 
58 

LSU 94, SE Louisiana 63 
Lipscomb 97, Sewanee 53 
Longwood 84, Randolph 56 
Louisiana-Lafayette 121, University of 
the Virgin Islands 80 

Louisiana-Monroe 75, Jackson St. 66 
Maryland 73, Delaware 67 
Memphis 76, Tennessee Tech 61 
Middle Tennessee 91, Lees-McRae 69 
Morehead St. 102, Kentucky Christian 


N. Kentucky 102, Wilmington College 

'8 

NC State 105, Mount St. Mary’s 55 
New Orleans 95, Spring Hill 66 
NIcholls 86, Mississippi College 58 
North Carolina 78, Wofford 67 
Northwestern St. 102, Centenary Col¬ 
lege of Louisiana 62 

Old Dominion 67, Navy 44 
Penn 72, George Mason 71 
Radford 91, Davis & Elkins 57 
SC State 99, Brevard College 51 


Samford 91, North Alabama 74 
South Carolina 65, SC-Upstate 52 
South Florida 80, Alabama A&M 63 
Southern Miss. Ill, Southeastern 
Baptist College 66 

Tennessee 86, Lenoir-Rhyne 41 
Troy 95, Fort Valley State 60 
UAB 75, Mercer 67 
UCF 84, Rider 70 
UNC-Greensboro 74, NC A&T 66 
UT Martin 91, Cumberland 58 
veu 69, Gardner-Webb 57 
VMI 89, Washington College (MD) 56 
Vanderbilt 92, Winthrop 79 
Virginia 73, Towson 42 
MIDWEST 
Akron 70, Cedarville 50 
Ball St. 86, Indiana St. 69 
Bowling Green 91, Tiffin 52 
Cent. Michigan 98, Concordia (Ml) 67 
Creighton 78, W. Illinois 67 
E. Michigan 77, Rochester College 67 
Green Bay 110, Wisconsin Lutheran 54 
Illinois St. 74, Florida Gulf Coast 66 
Indiana 104, Chicago St. 55 
Iowa St. 79, Alabama St. 53 
Kansas 92, Michigan St. 87 
Louisiana Tech 71, Wichita St. 58 
Loyola of Chicago 76, UMKC 45 
Marquette 67, UMBC 42 
Michigan 63, Norfolk St. 44 
Minnesota 104, Nebraska-Omaha 76 
Missouri 68, Cent. Arkansas 55 
Missouri St. 84, Oral Roberts 50 
N. Illinois 93, Rockford 54 
N. Iowa 97, Bemidji State 51 
Nebraska 106, MVSU 37 
North Dakota 104, Northland College 
48 

Notre Dame 84, Ill.-Chlcago 67 
Pacific 74, SlU-EdwardsvIlle 65 
Purdue 90, Fairfield 57 
Rio Grande 91, Texas A&M-Commerce 
84 

S. Dakota St. 79, Grand Canyon 74 
Saint Louis 75, SE Missouri 65 
Valparaiso 121, Concordia-Chicago 65 
W. Michigan 89, Detroit 76 
Wisconsin 85, Coppin St. 63 
Xavier 82, lUPUl 69 

SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 107, Arlington Bap¬ 
tist 54 

Lamar 79, Huston-Tillotson 59 
North Texas 89, Angelo State 55 
Rice 80, Saint Leo 64 
Sam Houston St. 85, East Texas Baptist 
64 

Stephen F. Austin 83, Texas Wesleyan 
71 

Texas 71, E. Illinois 59 
Texas Southern 72, Baylor 69 
Texas Tech 87, Incarnate Word 37 
Texas-Arllngton 90, Texas-Tyler 66 
Tulsa 73, Alcorn St. 56 
UTEP 90, Texas of the Permian Basin 
63 

FAR WEST 

Air Force 90, Johnson & Wales (CO) 65 
Arizona St. 102, Cal St.-Fullerton 94, 
20T 

Denver 62, Maine 50 
Fresno St. 91, Alaska-Anchorage 63 
Gonzaga 120, Idaho St. 79 
Loyola Marymount 75, Westcllff Uni¬ 
versity 43 

Nevada 86, BYU 70 

New Mexico 87, CS Northridge 84 

New Mexico St. 73, N. Dakota St. 56 

Oregon 84, Portland St. 57 

Oregon St. 72, UC Riverside 59 

Portland 111, Multnomah 103 

S. Utah 109, West Coast Baptist 63 

San Diego 83, Weber St. 66 

San Diego St. 76, Ark.-Pine Bluff 60 

San Francisco 76, UC Davis 42 

Southern Cal 83, Robert Morris 62 

Stanford 96, Seattle 74 

UC Irvine 86, Idaho 68 

UC Santa Barbara 76, Wyoming 66 

UCLA 96, Fort Wayne 71 

Utah St. 101, Montana St. 71 

Utah Valley 96, Westminster (UT) 71 

Washington 73, W. Kentucky 55 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Binghamton 69, Charleston (WV) 62 
Brown 68, CCSU 63 
Bryant 58, Mass.-Lowell 57 
Bucknell 70, Monmouth (NJ) 32 
Fairleigh Dickinson 97, Rutgers-New- 
ark 51 

Hofstra 74, Iona 49 
Howard 57, La Salle 54 
Lehigh 73, Kutztown 39 
Manhattan 61, LIU Brooklyn 46 
Mount St. Mary’s 74, Washington Col¬ 
lege (MD) 50 

Princeton 89, Rider 65 
Rutgers 96, St. Francis (Pa.) 52 
Seton Hall 95, Wagner 40 
St. Bonaventure 76, Niagara 48 
St. Francis Brooklyn 102, Mercy 51 
St. Peter’s 70, NJIT 57 
Syracuse 85, North Dakota 49 
Temple 75, Delaware St. 61 
UMBC 65, Gettysburg College 51 
UMass 78, Sacred Heart 61 
West Virginia 78, Coppin St. 37 
Yale 80, Colgate 61 

SOUTH 

Auburn 97, Grambling St. 48 
Charleston Southern 101, Converse 50 
Chattanooga 61, Lee University 55 
Coastal Carolina 77, W. Carolina 59 
East Carolina 84, Md.-Eastern Shore 

Florida St. 103, Troy 67 
Gardner-Webb 60, Florida 58 
George Mason 70, Loyola (Md.) 38 
Georgetown 73, Richmond 53 
Jacksonville St. 62, Florida A&M 31 
LSU 66, Sam Houston St. 52 
Lamar 79, Louisiana-Lafayette 77 
Lane 70, Alcorn St. 58 
Lincoln (PA) 51, Morgan St. 46 
Lipscomb 69, Cincinnati Christian 51 


Louisiana Tech 112, LSU-Alexandria 70 
Louisville 102, W. Kentucky 80 
Miami 94, FIU43 
Mississippi 60, Norfolk St. 42 
Mississippi St. 88, SE Missouri 53 
New Orleans 104, Centenary College 
of Louisiana 42 

North Alabama 74, Vanderbilt 71 
North Carolina 100, Elon 69 
Old Dominion 83, Campbell 59 
Savannah St. 155, Wesleyan College 

26 

Southern Miss. 74, William Carey 48 
Southern U. 71, Millsaps 36 
Tennessee Tech 88, Cumberland Uni¬ 
versity 55 

UNC-Wilmington 74, Belmont Abbey 
58 

UT Martin 89, Samford 68 
VeU 72, William & Mary 55 
Virginia Tech 96, SC-Upstate 45 
Wake Forest 60, Towson 53 
Wofford 81, Georgia Southern 65 
MIDWEST 

Cincinnati 69, Austin Peay 48 
Cleveland St. 113, Salem International 

81 

Detroit 68, UM Dearborn 60 
E. Illinois 102, Oakland City 43 
Fort Wayne 87, Indiana-Kokomo 50 
lUPUl 101, Purdue University North¬ 
west 40 

Iowa 102, Dakota Wesleyan 54 
Marquette 91, S. Dakota St. 52 
Michigan St. 99, Bowling Green 69 
Missouri 89, W. Illinois 64 
N. Dakota St. 49, Mayville State 43 
Northwestern 57, Green Bay 55 
Oakland 94, Grace Bible College 48 
South Florida 71, Ohio St. 47 
Youngstown St. 69, Robert Morris 59 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 100, Nicholls 39 
Cent. Arkansas 55, Central Baptist 
College 34 

Oral Roberts 74, Harris-Stowe State 46 
TCU 61, Duquesne 48 
Texas A&M-CC 78, St. Thomas (TX) 40 
Tulsa 55, Stetson 54 
UTSA 78, Concordia (TX) 51 
FAR WEST 

Air Force 72, Western State Colorado 
54 

Arizona St. 81, Incarnate Word 43 
CS Bakersfield 76, Wright St. 74 
Cal Poly 87, Academy of Art 65 
Cal St.-Fullerton 57, Seattle 54 
California 80, Houston 79 
Colorado 77, N. Colorado 69 
Colorado St. 72, Eastern New Mexico 
46 

Idaho 88, CS Northridge 73 
Loyola Marymount 69, UCLA 63 
Montana St. 64, Carroll 48 
N. Arizona 86, Fresno St. 73 
New Mexico St. 70, Texas of the Perm¬ 
ian Basin 38 

Oregon 115, Alaska-Fairbanks 36 
San Francisco State 73, San Jose St. 

66 

Santa Clara 98, Sonoma State 38 
Southern Cal 73, UC Riverside 55 
Utah St. 72, Washington St. 61 
Utah Valley 63, UC Santa Barbara 54 

AP Women’s Top 25 fared 

Tuesday 

1. Notre Dame (0-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Harvard, Friday. 

2. UConn (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Ohio State, Sunday. 

3. Oregon (1-0) beat Alaska 115-36. 
Next: vs. No. 18 Syracuse, Saturday. 

4. Baylor (1-0) beat Nicholls State 100- 
39. Next: vs. Saint Francis (Pa.), Thurs¬ 
day. 

5. Louisville (1-0) beat Western Ken¬ 
tucky 102-80. Next: at Chattanooga, Fri¬ 
day. 

6. Mississippi State (1-0) beat South¬ 
east Missouri 88-53. Next: at Virginia, 
Friday. 

7. Stanford (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
UC Davis, Wednesday. 

8. Oregon State (0-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Cal Poly, Friday. 

9. Maryland (0-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Coppin State, Friday. 

10. South Carolina (0-0) did not play. 
Next: at Alabama State, Sunday. 

11. Tennessee (0-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Presbyterian, Sunday. 

11. Texas (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Duquesne, Thursday. 

13. Iowa (1-0) beat Dakota Wesleyan 

102-54. Next: vs. Oral Roberts, Friday. 

14. Georgia (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
St. Bonaventure, Friday. 

15. DePaul (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Green Bay, Friday. 

16. Missouri (1-0) beat Western Illinois 
89-64. Next: vs. Missouri State, Tuesday. 

17. N.C. State (0-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Belmont, Wednesday. 

18. Syracuse (1-0) beat North Dakota 
85-49. Next: at No. 3 Oregon, Saturday. 

19. Marquette (1-0) beat South Dakota 
State 91-52. Next: vs. Montana State, Fri¬ 
day. 

20. Texas A&M (0-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Rice, Wednesday. Next: vs. Jackson¬ 
ville, Sunday. 

21. Duke (0-0) did not play. Next: at 
Northwestern, Sunday. 

22. South Florida (1-0) beat Ohio State 
71-47. Next: vs. Albany, Friday. 

23. Arizona State (1-0) beat Incarnate 
Word 81-43. Next: vs. No. 4 Baylor, Sun¬ 
day. 

24. California (1-0) beat Houston 80- 
79. Next: at Penn State, Sunday. 

25. Miami (1-0) beat FlU 94-43. Next: 
vs. Stephen F. Austin, Friday. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Named Paul Da¬ 
vis pitching coach. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Named Turner 
Ward hitting coach. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Named 
Paco Figueroa outfield/baserunning 

American Association 

SIOUX FALLS CANARIES - Signed INF 
Nathaniel Maggio. 

Can-Am League 

CAN-AM LEAGUE - Named Kevin Winn 
executive director. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Boston G Kyrie Irving 
$25,000 for throwing the ball into the 
spectator stands. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Signed C Ty¬ 
son Chandler. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Released CB Phillip 
Gaines. Signed CB Levi Wallace from the 
practice squad. 

DETROIT LIONS - Released RB Ameer 
Abdullah. Signed RB Zach Zenner and 
WR Bruce Ellington. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Placed WR 
Geronimo Allison on injured reserve. Re¬ 
leased S Jermaine Whitehead. Signed CB 
Will Redmond from the practice squad 
and LB Brady Sheldon to the practice 
squad. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed OT 
Storm Norton to the practice squad. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
OL Cole Croston and DL Geneo Grissom. 
Placed OL Brian Schwenke on injured re¬ 
serve. Released RB Kenneth Farrow from 
the practice squad. Signed LB Albert Mc¬ 
Clellan and DB Obi Melifonwu. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Activated 
DL Stacy McGee from the Active/Physi¬ 
cally Unable to Perform list. Waived DB 
Kenny Ladler. Signed T Jarron Jones to 
the practice squad. Released T Justinb 
Evans from the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled C Chase 
De Leo from San Diego (AHL). 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled D Da¬ 
kota Mermis from Tucson (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Fired 
coach Joel Quenneville and assistant 
coaches Kevin Dineen and Ulf Samuels- 
son. Named Jeremy Colliton coach and 
Barry Smith assistant coach. 

DALLAS STARS - Assigned G Colton 
Point and F Tony Calderone from Texas 
(AHL) to Idaho (ECHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Recalled 
C Christoffer Ehn from Grand Rapids 
(AHL). 

EDMONTON OILERS - Assigned G Stu¬ 
art Skinner from Bakersfield (AHL) to 
Wichita (ECHL). 

WINNIPEG JETS - Assigned G Mikhail 
Berdin from Manitoba (AHL) to Jackson¬ 
ville (ECHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LA GALAXY — Fired vice president of 
soccer operations Pete Vagenas. 


Next Gen ATP Finals 

At Fiera Mitano 
Milan, Italy 

Purse: $1,335 million (Tour Final) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Round Robin 
Group A 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (1), Greece, def. 
Jaume Munar (7), Spain, 4-3 (5), 4-3 (3), 

3- 4 (4), 4-2. 

Frances Tiafoe (3), United States, def. 
Hubert Hurkaez (6), Poland, 4-1, 4-2, 2-4, 

4- 3 (10). 

Standings: Tiafoe 1-0 (sets 3-1, games 
14-10), Tsitsipas 1-0 (3-1,15-12), Munar 0- 
1 (1-3, 12-15), Hurkaez 0-1 (1-3, 10-14) 

Group B 

Audrey Rublev (5), Russia, def. Taylor 
Fritz (4), United States, 4-2, 1-4, 3-4 (4), 
4-3 (2), 4-2. 

Alex de Minaur (2), Australia, def. 
Liam Caruana (8), Italy, 4-1, 4-1,4-2. 

Standings: de Minaur 1-0 (3-0, 12-4), 
Rublev 1-0 (3-2, 16-15), Fritz 0-1 (2-3, 15- 
16), Caruana 0-1 (0-3, 4-12). 


College football 


Tuesday’s scores 


Thursday, Nov. 8 
SOUTH 

NC Central (4-4) at Bethune-Cookman 
(5-5) 

Wake Forest (4-5) at NC State (6-2) 

Friday, Nov. 9 
EAST 

Louisville (2-7) at Syracuse (7-2) 

FAR WEST 

Fresno St. (8-1) at Boise St. (7-2) 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/NBA 


Michigan ciimbs 
to No. 4 for CFP 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

Michigan moved into the fourth 
spot of the College Football Play¬ 
off rankings Tuesday night, 
behind Alabama, Clemson and 
Notre Dame. 

Georgia was next at five, fol¬ 
lowed by Oklahoma. 

The playoff picture cleared up 
after a weekend where several 
contenders asserted themselves. 
The top-four teams in the final 
rankings Dec. 2 will play in the 
national semifinals. 

The Crimson Tide easily dis¬ 
patched LSU from the top four, 
beating the Tigers 29-0. LSU, 
though, only dropped to No. 7 after 
its second loss, ahead of Washing¬ 
ton State, West Virginia and Ohio 
State — all with only one loss. 

Selection committee chair¬ 
man Rob Mullens noted LSU’s 
three victories against teams the 
committee has ranked this week 
(Mississippi State, Auburn and 
Georgia). 

“Their defense is extremely 
strong,” said Mullens, the Oregon 
athletic director. “Their two loss¬ 
es come against No. 1 Alabama, 
on the road to Florida.” 

Unbeaten Notre Dame moved 
up one spot to No. 3, and Michigan 
jumped a spot after a 42-7 victory 
against Penn State. 

With four weeks left in the 
season, nine of the top 10 teams 
are serious contenders. LSU is 
basically out, because the Tigers 
have no chance to win a confer¬ 
ence title. 

Assuming the top three un¬ 
beaten teams would get in by win¬ 
ning out, here are the paths to the 
playoff 

No. 1 Alabama (9-0): The 

Tide is already locked into the 
SEC championship game and has 
built up enough equity that even 
a regular-season loss to Missis¬ 
sippi State or Auburn won’t keep 
Tua Tagovailoa and Co. out of the 
playoff Now if they lost twice ... 
yeah, that’s probably not hap¬ 
pening. The only intrigue involv¬ 
ing Alabama is whether the Tide 
could lose the SEC champion¬ 
ship game, finish 12-1 and still 
get in? The chances are probably 
decent. 

No. 2 Clemson (9-0): Like Ala¬ 
bama, the Tigers have some room 
for a regular-season misstep, but 
their position is not as strong as 
the Tide’s. With a loss to ACC 
Atlantic rival Boston College on 
Saturday, Clemson would be at 
risk of being shut out of the con¬ 
ference title game. Ohio State and 
Alabama both made the playoff 
at 11-1, without even playing for a 
league title the last two seasons. 
The Tigers could, too, but it is no 
slam dunk. 

No. 3 Notre Dame (9-0): The 

Irish finish with three winnable 
games, but no locks. Notre Dame 
fans believe their team holds a 
trump card against Michigan, 
with that season-opening victory 


in South Bend. That could buffer 
the Irish against one loss in their 
final three games, but with no 
conference title and some strug¬ 
gling marquee teams on their 
schedule such as Virginia Tech 
and Stanford, Notre Dame is not 
a lock if it gets into a resume con¬ 
test with other one-loss teams. 
Even one it beat. 

No. 4 Michigan (8-1): The 
Wolverines have to feel good 
about controlling their path to the 
playoff Winning out, including at 
Ohio State, puts Jim Harbaugh’s 
team at 12-1 with a Big Ten title. 
That’s a resume with victories 
against Michigan State, Wiscon¬ 
sin and Penn State, and a seven- 
point road loss to Notre Dame. 
One loss and Michigan is out, 
right? Not so fast. Take a quick 
glance at the rankings and notice 
how many highly ranked teams 
still have to play each other. It 
won’t take more than one or two 
mild upsets to have the selec¬ 
tion committee sifting through a 
bunch of two-loss teams to fill the 
final playoff spot. Figure the ones 
with conference championships 
will have the edge. 

No. 5 Georgia (8-1): Simple: Win 
out, get in. Oh, and beat Alabama. 
The good news for the Bulldogs is 
beating Alabama to win the SEC 
championship would almost cer¬ 
tainly make up for a second regu¬ 
lar-season loss. Georgia has got a 
little leeway when it faces Auburn 
and Georgia Tech. 

No. 6 Oklahoma (8-1): UCLA 
did the Sooners no favor by being 
terrible and depriving Oklahoma 
of a quality nonconference vic¬ 
tory. Still, the Sooners are prob¬ 
ably the Big 12’s best bet to win 
an argument against a one-loss 
Big Ten champion or Notre Dame 
with one loss. Maybe. 

No. 8 Washington State (8- 
1): The Cougars could finish as 
12-1 champions of the weakest 
Power Five conference and no 
notable nonconference victories. 
The most realistic scenario to put 
Mike Leach’s Washington State 
team in the playoff involves Big 
Ten and Big 12 implosions. 

No. 9 West Virginia (7-1): The 
weather did the Mountaineers no 
favor by forcing the cancellation 
of West Virginia’s game at North 
Carolina State in September. The 
Mountaineers do have a victory 
against Tennessee on a neutral 
field. Not terrible. To get to 11-1 
and a Big 12 title could mean two 
victories over Oklahoma in con¬ 
secutive weekends. 

No. 10 Ohio State (8-1): The 
Buckeyes found out last season 
that getting hammered by a team 
that finished the regular season 
7-5 is a deal-breaker with the 
committee when it comes time to 
make a tough choice. Ohio State 
could win out — beating Michi¬ 
gan State and Michigan along the 
way—and get in. But that’s a long 
way from certain considering the 
Buckeyes are the lowest ranked 
one-loss team. 



Steve Dipaola/AP 


Trail Blazers guard CJ McCollum, right, drives against Bucks forward 
Khris Middleton during the second half Tuesday in Portland, Ore. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 10 1 .909 - 

Boston 6 4 .600 S'/z 

Philadelphia 6 5 .545 4 

Brooklyn 5 6 .455 5 

New York 3 8 .273 7 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 6 5 .545 - 

Miami 4 5 .444 1 

Orlando 4 6 .400 I'/z 

Atlanta 3 7 .300 IVi 

Washington 2 8 .200 3'/2 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 8 2 .800 - 

Indiana 7 4 .636 I'/z 

Detroit 4 5 .444 VA 

Chicago 3 8 .273 5'/2 

Cleveland 1 9 .100 7 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

San Antonio 6 3 .667 - 

Memphis 5 4 .556 1 

Houston 4 5 .444 2 

New Orleans 4 6 .400 2'A 

Dallas 3 7 .300 3V2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 9 1 .900 - 

Portland 8 3 .727 I'/z 

Oklahoma City 5 4 .556 3'/2 

Utah 4 6 .400 5 

Minnesota 4 7 .364 5'/2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 10 1 .909 - 

L.A. Clippers 6 4 .600 VA 

Sacramento 6 4 .600 3'/2 

L.A. Lakers 4 6 .400 5'A 

Phoenix 2 8 .200 7'/2 

Tuesday’s games 
Charlotte 113, Atlanta 102 
Dallas 119, Washington 100 
Brooklyn 104, Phoenix 82 
Portland 118, Milwaukee 103 
Wednesday’s games 
Detroit at Orlando 
Oklahoma City at Cleveland 
New York at Atlanta 
San Antonio at Miami 
Chicago at New Orleans 
Denver at Memphis 
Philadelphia at Indiana 
Dallas at Utah 
Toronto at Sacramento 
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
Boston at Phoenix 
L.A. Clippers at Portland 
Milwaukee at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Charlotte at Philadelphia 
Washington at Orlando 
Detroit at Atlanta 
Indiana at Miami 
Brooklyn at Denver 
Boston at Utah 
Minnesota at Sacramento 

Tuesday 

Nets 104, Suns 82 

BROOKLYN - Harris 5-11 0-0 11, Dud¬ 
ley 2-7 0-0 5, Allen 4-7 2-2 10, Russell 6-15 
2-2 15, LeVert 10-16 3-4 26, Hollis-Jeffer- 
son 1-6 3-4 5, Davis 4-7 1-5 9, Napier 1-4 
2-2 4, Dinwiddle 5-7 0-0 12, Crabbe 3-12 
0-0 7. Totals 41-92 13-19 104. 

PHOENiX - Ariza 3-4 0-1 8, Anderson 
0-1 0-0 0, Ayton 6-17 3-3 15, Canaan 3-8 
5-6 13, Booker 6-21 6-6 20, Warren 0-5 0-0 
0, Jackson 1-3 2-2 4, Bridges 2-7 0-0 6, Hol¬ 
mes 6-7 1-2 13, Okobo 1-5 0-0 3, Crawford 
0-3 0-0 0. Totals 28-81 17-20 82. 

Brooklyn 24 28 24 28-104 

Phoenix 22 20 24 16- 82 

Three-point goals—Brooklyn 9-36 (Le¬ 
Vert 3-6, Dinwiddle 2-4, Dudley 1-5, Crabbe 

1- 5, Harris 1-6, Russell 1-6, Allen 0-1, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 0-1, Napier 0-2), Phoenix 9-25 
(Ariza 2-2, Canaan 2-4, Bridges 2-5, Booker 

2- 8, Okobo 1-3, Crawford 0-1, Anderson 
0-1, Jackson 0-1). Rebounds—Brooklyn 
52 (Davis 12), Phoenix 49 (Ayton 13). As- 
"’sts—Brooklyn 22 (Allen, Napier 5), Phoe- 
...X 16 (Canaan 4). Total Fouls—Brooklyn 
22, Phoenix 20. A-14,205 (18,422). 


Mavericks 119, Wizards 100 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 7-12 0-0 19, 
Morris 2-8 0-0 4, Howard 3-5 2-4 8, Wall 

8- 20 6-8 24, Beal 7-17 4-4 19, Oubre Jr. 3-10 
0-0 6, Green 3-4 1-2 8, Brown Jr. 0-1 2-2 2, 
Smith 1-1 0-0 2, Bryant 0-0 0-0 0, Rivers 3- 
7 0-0 8, Satoransky 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 37-86 
15-20 100. 

DALLAS - Barnes 6-13 5-5 19, Doncic 

9- 16 3-3 23, Jordan 3-5 2-2 8, Smith Jr. 6- 
14 5-5 19, Matthews 7-14 3-3 22, Finney- 
Smith 3-5 2-2 11, Powell 2-4 3-4 7, Kleber 
0-4 2-2 2, Mejri 0-0 0-0 0, Barea 3-7 1-1 8, 
Brunson 0-0 0-0 0, Broekhoff 0-0 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 39-82 26-27 119. 

Washington 24 25 29 22-100 

Dallas 35 35 17 32-119 

Three-point goals—Washington 11- 
35 (Porter Jr. 5-6, Rivers 2-4, Wall 2-6, 
Green 1-1, Beal 1-9, Morris 0-4, Oubre Jr. 
0-5), Dallas 15-34 (Matthews 5-8, Finney- 
Smith 3-4, Smith Jr. 2-3, Barnes 2-5, Don¬ 
cic 2-7, Barea 1-3, Powell 0-1, Kleber 0-3). 
Rebounds—Washington 33 (Howard 11), 
Dallas 49 (Barnes 13). Assists—Washing¬ 
ton 27 (Wall 10), Dallas 25 (Barea 8). Total 
Fouls—Washington 24, Dallas 22. Techni¬ 
cals—Washington coach Wizards (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A—19,234 (19,200). 

Hornets 113, Hawks 102 

ATLANTA - Huerter 2-5 3-3 7, Spell¬ 
man 1-6 0-0 2, Len 6-11 0-0 12, Young 8-19 

2- 2 18, Bazemore 6-12 2-3 16, Bembry 2-6 
0-0 5, Poythress 3-5 1-2 8, Dedmon 4-7 0-2 
8, Lin 7-9 4-4 19, Carter 2-4 2-2 7, Dorsey 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 41-85 14-18 102. 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 4-7 0-0 10, Wil¬ 
liams 8-14 1-2 20, Zeller 2-5 0-0 4, Walker 
12-22 1-2 29, Lamb 5-11 1-2 13, Kidd-Gil- 
christ 0-5 0-0 0, Bridges 4-9 1-19, Hernan- 
gomez 2-2 4-4 9, Monk 5-11 2-4 13, Parker 

3- 6 0-3 6. Totals 45-92 10-18 113. 

Atlanta 25 29 23 25-102 

Charlotte 23 28 30 32-113 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 6-30 (Ba¬ 
zemore 2-7, Lin 1-1, Poythress 1-1, Carter 
1-2, Bembry 1-3, Dedmon 0-1, Huerter 
0-2, Len 0-3, Spellman 0-3, Young 0-7), 
Charlotte 13-31 (Walker 4-10, Williams 
3-6, Batum 2-4, Lamb 2-4, Hernangomez 
1-1, Monk 1-3, Kidd-Gilchrist 0-1, Bridges 
0-2). . Rebounds—Atlanta 37 (Dedmon, 
Bembry 6), Charlotte 43 (Hernangomez 
9). Assists—Atlanta 22 (Young 10), Char¬ 
lotte 27 (Walker 7). Total Fouls-Atlanta 
18, Charlotte 16. Technicals—Charlotte 
coach Hornets (Defensive three second). 
A-13,955 (19,077). 

Trail Blazers 118, Bucks 103 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-19 2-2 22, 
Antetokounmpo 11-18 1-2 23, Lopez 8-14 
0-0 22, Bledsoe 2-12 0-0 5, Brogdon 2-8 0- 
0 4, Ilyasova 2-6 0-0 5, Henson 3-5 0-0 6, 
DiVincenzo 2-6 0-0 6, Connaughton 0-0 2- 
2 2, Snell 2-4 2-2 8. Totals 40-92 7-8 103. 

PORTLAND - Layman 4-9 0-0 10, 
Aminu 3-5 0-0 8, Nurkic 5-9 2-4 12, Lillard 
5-15 0-0 13, McCollum 17-26 1-2 40, Leon¬ 
ard 2-4 0-0 6, Collins 3-5 2-2 9, Curry 1-2 
0-0 2, Stauskas 1-4 0-0 2, Turner 7-12 0-0 
16. Totals 48-91 5-8 118. 

Milwaukee 31 20 26 26-103 

Portland 33 24 34 27-118 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 16-42 
(Lopez 6-10, Middleton 4-10, Snell 2-2, 
DiVincenzo 2-5, Ilyasova 1-3, Bledsoe 
1-7, Brogdon 0-1, Antetokounmpo 0-2, 
Henson 0-2), Portland 17-43 (McCollum 
5-10, Lillard 3-7, Leonard 2-4, Aminu 2-4, 
Turner 2-5, Layman 2-6, Collins 1-3, Nur¬ 
kic 0-1, Curry 0-1, Stauskas 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Milwaukee 42 
(Antetokounmpo, Ilyasova 9), Portland 
51 (Turner 11). Assists—Milwaukee 26 
(Bledsoe 7), Portland 23 (Nurkic, McCol¬ 
lum 6). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 16, Port¬ 
land 17. A-19,512 (19,393). 

Calendar 

Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be 

Jan. 10 — All contracts guaranteed for 
rest of season. 

Feb. 7 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 


NBA roundup 

McCollum 
scores 40 
vs. Bucks 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — In search 
of his jump shot, CJ McCollum 
watched every single three-point¬ 
er he took last season looking for 
what he lost. 

Fortunately for the Portland 
Trail Blazers, he found it. 

McCollum scored 40 points 
and Portland beat Milwaukee 
118-103 on Tuesday night to hand 
the Bucks their second loss in 10 
games this season. 

“Whether I play well or not, 

I know how much time I spend 
preparing,” McCollum said. “The 
only thing I saw was I had a lot 
of in-and-outs and I was shooting 
with a dead wrist. That was the 
only thing I noticed. I wasn’t lock¬ 
ing my wrist out, so I just tried to 
lock my wrist out.” 

The result was a dazzling per¬ 
formance against one of the NBA’s 
best teams early this season. 

“A lot of credit to CJ. He had 
a heck of a night,” Bucks coach 
Mike Budenholzer said. “Any time 
we made a bit of a run or felt like 
the momentum might be chang¬ 
ing, McCollum hit a big shot.” 

McCollum, who entered shoot¬ 
ing well below his career averag¬ 
es, went 17-for-26 from the field 
and added six assists. 

“It was tough,” Milwaukee 
big man Brook Lopez said. “He 
made some huge plays and some 
tough shots that definitely were 
contested.” 

Evan Turner had 16 points and 

II rebounds off the bench for the 
Blazers (8-3). 

Giannis Antetokounmpo led the 
Bucks with 23 points and nine re¬ 
bounds. Lopez shot 6-for-lO from 
three-point range and finished 
with 22 points. 

In the third quarter, McCollum 
put on a show. He scored 19 points 
and made Bucks rookie guard 
Donte DiVincenzo fall down on a 
crossover move before hitting a 
basket. 

Hornets 113, Hawks 102: 

Kemba Walker had 29 points 
and seven assists, extending his 
strong start to the season as host 
Charlotte beat Atlanta. 

Marvin Williams added 20 
points for the Hornets (6-5), who 
won for the third time on a four- 
game homestand. Walker has 
scored 25 or more seven times in 
11 games. 

Mavericks 119, Wizards 100: 

Luka Doncic scored 23 points and 
Dennis Smith Jr. made three key 
plays down the stretch as host 
Dallas ended a six-game losing 
streak. 

It was the Mavericks’ 16th win 
in their last 17 meetings with the 
Wizards. John Wall led the Wiz¬ 
ards with 24 points. 

Nets 104, Suns 82: Caris Le¬ 
Vert scored 26 points, D’Angelo 
Russell added 15 and Brooklyn 
beat struggling host Phoenix. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 

Florida 


Columbus 

Pittsburgh 

Washington 

Philadelphia 

N.Y. Rangers 

Carolina 

New Jersey 


GF GA 

55 40 
51 40 
39 31 
48 45 


45 34 
50 52 

46 45 
50 49 
48 56 
43 47 
40 45 
42 43 


Western Conference 


Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

14 11 3 0 22 47 30 

14 8 4 2 18 43 40 

14 8 5 1 17 41 38 

14 7 4 3 17 52 40 

15 8 6 1 17 42 40 

15 6 6 3 15 46 56 

. 13 46 48 


19 52 50 
19 50 46 
19 49 53 
17 44 46 
15 38 46 
14 37 29 
13 34 42 
11 32 46 
point 


Nashviiie ..... . 

Minnesota 14 8 4 2 

Winnipeg 14 8 5 1 

Colorado 14 7 4 3 

Dallas 15 8 6 1 

Chicago 15 6 6 3 

St. Louis 13 5 5 3 

Pacific Division 
Calgary 15 9 5 1 

San Jose 15 8 4 3 

Vancouver 16 9 6 1 

Edmonton 15 8 6 1 

Anaheim 16 6 7 3 

Arizona 13 7 6 0 

Vegas 15 6 8 1 

LosAngeies 14 5 8 1 

Note: Two points for a wi ,__ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
New Jersey 5, Pittsburgh 1 
Boston 2, Dallas 1, OT 
Montreal 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, SO 
Washington 4, Edmonton 2 
Philadelphia 5, Arizona 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Columbus 4, Dallas 1 
Toronto 3, Vegas 1 
N.Y. Rangers 5, Montreal 3 
Ottawa 7, New Jersey 3 
Detroit 3, Vancouver 2, SO 
Tampa Bay 5, Edmonton 2 
St. Louis 4, Carolina 1 
San Jose 4, Minnesota 3 
Los Angeles 4, Anaheim 1 

Wednesday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Washington 
Nashville at Colorado 
Calgary at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Vancouver at Boston 
Edmonton at Florida 
Arizona at Philadelphia 
Buffalo at Montreal 
Vegas at Ottawa 
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at Chicago 
San Jose at Dallas 
Minnesota at Los Angeles 
Friday’s games 
New Jersey at Toronto 
Columbus at Washington 
N.Y. Rangers at Detroit 
San Jose at St. Louis 
Colorado at Winnipeg 
Minnesota at Anaheim 


Tuesday 

Sharks 4, Wild 3 

Minnesota 0 1 2-3 

San Jose 1 2 1-4 

First Period—1, San Jose, Sorensen 2 
(Ryan, Burns), 4:47. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Thornton 
2 (Goodrow, Sorensen), 5:36. 3, Minne¬ 
sota, Parise 5 (Niederreiter, Koivu), 12:56 
(pp). 4, San Jose, Suomela 2 (Dillon, So¬ 
rensen), 17:08. 

Third Period—5, Minnesota, Spurgeon 
3, 1:22. 6, Minnesota, Dumba 5 (Suter, 
Koivu), 3:27. 7, San Jose, Goodrow 2 
(Burns), 7:25. 

Shots on Goai—Minnesota 8-11-7—26. 
San Jose 2-12-8-22. 

Power-play opportunities—M i n nesota 
1 of 3; San Jose 0 of 0. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Dubnyk 6-3-2 (22 
shots-18 saves). San Jose, Jones 7-3-1 
(26-23). 

A-15,853 (17,562). T-2:23. 


Senators 7 , Devils 3 

New Jersey 2 0 1-3 

Ottawa 2 3 2-7 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Hall 3 
(Greene, Hischier), 3:14. 2, New Jersey, 
Palmieri 10 (Lovejoy, Hischier), 11:20. 3, 
Ottawa, Chabot 4 (Tierney, Ryan), 12:05. 
4, Ottawa, Stone 5 (Dzingel, Duchene), 


Second Period—5, Ottawa, White 4 
(Stone, Paul), 2:27. 6, Ottawa, Stone 6 
(Duchene, Chabot), 7:35.7, Ottawa, White 
5 (Chabot, Stone), 17:44 (pp). 

Third Period—8 , Ottawa, Dzingel 6 
(Stone), 10:11. 9, New Jersey, Zajac 5 
(Coleman, Vatanen), 14:13. 10, Ottawa, 
Paaj'arvi 1 (Tierney, Duchene), 18:01. 

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 14-9-16— 
39. Ottawa 16-10-16-42. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 2; Ottawa 1 of 4. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Schneider 0-2-0 
(22 shots-18 saves), Kinkaid 6-4-1 (19-17). 
Ottawa, C.Anderson 6-4-3 (33-30), McK¬ 
enna 0-0-0 (6-6). 

A-12,491 (18,572). T-2:46. 



Jason Behnken/AP 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy makes a save during the first 
period against the Oilers on Tuesday. Vasilevskiy made 33 saves. 


Maple Leafs 3, 

Golden Knights 1 

Vegas 0 1 0-1 

Toronto 1 1 1-3 

First Period—1, Toronto, Brown 2, 
5:30. 

Second Period—2, Toronto, Marner 5 
(Hyman, Tavares), 0:09. 3, Vegas, Eakin 4 
(Theodore, Merrill), 11:22. 

Third Period—4, Toronto, Kadri 4 
(Brown, Marleau), 19:25. 

Shots on Goal—Vegas 13-16-8—37. To¬ 
ronto 8-8-5—21. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
3; Toronto 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Vegas, Fleury 6-6-1 (20 

shots-18 saves). Toronto, Andersen 8-5-0 
(37-36). 

A-19,045 (18,819). T-2:33. 

Blues 4, Hurricanes 1 

Carolina 1 0 0-1 

St. Louis 3 0 1-4 

First Period-1, St. Louis, O’Reilly 5 
(Tarasenko, Pietrangelo), 11:57. 2, St. 
Louis, Fabbri 1 (Thomas, Perron), 14:01. 
3, Carolina, Slavin 1 (Williams, Wall- 
mark), 19:34 (pp). 4, St. Louis, O’Reilly 6 
(Tarasenko, Bozak), 19:55 (pp). 

Third Period-5, St. Louis, O’Reilly 7 
(Bozak, Steen), 16:50. 

Shots on Goal-Carolina 14-13-12-39. 
St. Louis 11-3-6-20. 

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 1 
of 5; St. Louis 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Carolina, McElhinney 3-2-0 
(19 shots-16 saves). St. Louis, Johnson 
1-2-0 (39-38). 

A-16,210 (19,150). T-2:31. 

Blue Jackets 4 , Stars 1 

Dallas 0 0 1-1 

Columbus 1 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Columbus, Duclair 6 
(Werenski, Jenner), 19:00 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Columbus, Nuti- 
vaara 2 (Savard, Panarin), 11:05. 3, Co¬ 
lumbus, Foligno 5 (Wennberg), 17:14. 

Third Period—4, Dallas, Benn 7 (Kling- 
berg, Heiskanen), 3:55 (pp). 5, Columbus, 
Murray 1 (Jones, Dubinsky), 18:06. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 9-10-9-28. Co¬ 
lumbus 16-12-6-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Dallas 1 of 
2; Columbus 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Dallas, Bishop 6-5-0 (33 

shots-30 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
4-6-0 (28-27). 

A-14,159 (18,500). T-2:24. 


Kings 4, Ducks 1 

Anaheim 0 1 0-1 

LosAngeies 2 1 1-4 

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Brown 3 
(Carter, Kovalchuk), 6:25 (pp). 2, Los An¬ 
geles, Clifford 2 (Lewis, Martinez), 13:22. 

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Koval¬ 
chuk 5 (Campbell, Toffoli), 4:54. 4, Ana¬ 
heim, Kesler 4 (Pettersson, Montour), 
13:21. 

Third Period—5, Los Angeles, Toffoli 4 
(Martinez, Kovalchuk), 17:54. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 8-13-10—31. 
Los Angeles 7-10-10-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 4; Los Angeles 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Gibson 5-5-3 (26 
shots-23 saves). Los Angeles, Campbell 
5-5-0 (31-30). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:40. 


Rangers 5, Canadians 3 

Montreal 1 2 0-3 

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 3-5 

First Period—1, Montreal, Tatar 4 (Pet- 
ry, Benn), 0:23. 2, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 7 
(Hayes), 15:50. 

Second Period—3, Montreal, Tatar 5 
(Gallagher, Danault), 4:40. 4, Montreal, 
Domi 9 (Retry, Gallagher), 6:27 (pp). 5, 
N.Y. Rangers, DeAngelo 2 (Vesey, Hayes), 
17:45. 

Third Period—6 , N.Y. Rangers, Buchn- 
evich 4 (Hayes, Staal), 8:25. 7, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Plonk 2 (Kreider, Zibanejad), 17:16.8, 
N.Y. Rangers, Zibanejad 6 (Namestnikov, 
Skjei), 18:12 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Montreal 17-12-5—34. 
N.Y. Rangers 11-13-8-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
1 of 7; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 6. 

Goalies—Montreal, Price 5-4-2 (32 
shots-27 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
5-6-1 (34-31). 

A-17,428 (18,006). T-2:39. 

Lightning 5, Oilers 2 

Edmonton 0 1 1-2 

Tampa Bay 2 2 1-5 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 

5 (Kucherov), 4:40. 2, Tampa Bay, Point 9 
(Johnson, Gourde), 19:34. 

Second Period—3, Edmonton, Strome 
1 (Klefbom), 12:32. 4, Tampa Bay, Gourde 
7 (McDonagh, Point), 13:19.5, Tampa Bay, 
Kucherov 6 (Stamkos, Coburn), 18:59. 
Third Period—6 , Edmonton, DraisaitI 

9 (Nugent-Hopkins, Rattle), 0:40 (pp). 7, 
Tampa Bay, Kucherov 7 (Miller, Stamkos), 
8:23 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 11-15-9—35. 
Tampa Bay 15-9-11—35. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 

1 of 4; Tampa Bay 1 of 6. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 3-1-0 
(35 shots-30 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevs¬ 
kiy 8-2-1 (35-33). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:33. 

Red Wings 3, Canucks 2 (SO) 

Vancouver 110 0-2 

Detroit 0 110-3 

Detroit won shootout 1-0. 

First Period—1, Vancouver, Pettersson 

10 (Eriksson, Goldobin), 13:39. 

Second Period—2, Vancouver, Hutton 

3 (Gudbranson, Gaudette), 11:21. 3, De¬ 
troit, Abdelkader 3,13:43 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Detroit, Nyquist 2 (de 
la Rose), 1:37. 

Shootout—Vancouver 0 (Pettersson 
NG, Goldobin NG, Horvat NG), Detroit 1 
(Larkin G, Nyquist NG, Abdelkader NG). 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 17-7-14- 
4-42. Detroit 7-11-11-1-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
0 of 3; Detroit 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 6-3-1 
(30 shots-28 saves). Detroit, Howard 4-5- 

2 (42-40). 

A-18,640 (20,000). T-2:47. 


Calendar 

Jan. 1 — Winter Classic, Boston at Chi¬ 
cago, Notre Dame Stadium, South Bend, 

Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca¬ 
lif. 

Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
at Philadelphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 


NHL-best Lightning 
speed past Oilers 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Nikita Kuch¬ 
erov had two goals and an assist, 
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 33 saves 
and the Tampa Bay Lightning 
beat the Edmonton Oilers 5-2 on 
Tuesday night. 

Steven Stamkos had a goal and 
two assists, and Brayden Point 
and Yanni Gourde also scored for 
the Lightning, who have the best 
record in the NHL at 11-3-1. 

0 iler s coach Todd McLellan had 
high praise for the Lightning. 

“They’ve got a fun team to 
watch,” McLellan said. “We’re 
all chasing them right now, but I 
think we can get there.” 

Edmonton got goals from Ryan 
Strome and Leon DraisaitI, and 
Mikko Koskinen stopped 30 
shots. Connor McDavid was kept 
off the scoresheet for just the sec¬ 
ond time this season as his eight- 
game point streak ended (six 
goals, five assists). 

Vasilevskiy made a diving stop 
on Ty Rattie, who got his scoring 
chance in the first period off a 
nifty pass from McDavid. Vasi¬ 
levskiy also had an in-close save 
on McDavid shortly after Edmon¬ 
ton kept the puck in the offensive 
zone for all two minutes of a sec¬ 
ond-period power play. 

Vasilevskiy has allowed two or 
fewer goals in eight of 11 games. 

“He’s undoubtedly the rea¬ 
son why we win a lot of hockey 
games,” Stamkos said. “He was 
outstanding again tonight.” 

Kucherov put Tampa Bay 
ahead 4-1 off a pass through the 
slot by Stamkos with 1:01 to go in 
the second. 

“We look for each other, we get 
open for each other,” Kucherov 
said. “That’s the point of this game 
and that’s what we’re doing.” 

Senators 7, Devils 3: Mark 
Stone had two goals and three 
assists, Colin White scored twice 
and host Ottawa beat New Jersey 
in the Senators’ first game since 
the emergence of an embarrass¬ 
ing viral video. 

The clip showed seven players 
during an Uber ride in Phoenix 
last month insulting the team and 
assistant coach Martin Raymond. 
Earlier in the day. Stone dis¬ 
missed the latest Senators drama 
as a “hiccup” and said the team 
is already repairing the frayed 
relationship between players and 
coaches that was laid bare in the 
video. 

Thomas Chabot, Ryan Dzin¬ 
gel and Magnus Pa^arvi had 
the other goals for the Senators 
(6-6-3). 

Blue Jackets 4, Stars 1: Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 27 saves to lead 
host Columbus past Dallas. 

Anthony Duclair, Markus Nu- 
tivaara, Nick Foligno and Ryan 
Murray scored for the Blue Jack¬ 
ets, who snapped a two-game 
skid. 

Jamie Benn scored for the 


Stars, who lost their second 
straight after winning three in a 
row. 

Rangers 5, Canadiens 3: Neal 
Pionk scored the tiebreaking goal 
on a sensational, end-to-end rush 
late in the third period and host 
New York rallied to beat Montre¬ 
al for its fourth straight win. 

Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kre¬ 
ider each had a goal and an assist 
for New York, which trailed 3-1 
early in the second period before 
scoring the last four goals—three 
in the third. 

Tomas Tatar had two goals and 
Max Domi also scored for the Ca¬ 
nadiens, who were 7-3-1 in their 
previous 11 games. 

Red Wings 3,Canucks 2 (SO): 
Dylan Larkin scored the only goal 
in a shootout to give host Detroit a 
comeback win over Vancouver. 

Justin Abdelkader and Gustav 
Nyquist scored in regulation for 
the Red Wings, who have won four 
of five. Jimmy Howard stopped 
40 shots before denying Elias 
Pettersson, Nikolay Goldobin and 
Bo Horvat in the tiebreaker. 

Blues 4, Hurricanes 1: Ryan 
O’Reilly had his first NHL hat 
trick and Robby Fabbri added 
his first goal in almost two years, 
sending host St. Louis over 
Carolina. 

Chad Johnson, starting his sec¬ 
ond game of the season, made 38 
saves. 

O’Reilly has five goals in the 
past four games. He extended 
his scoring streak to eight games, 
with seven goals and eight assists 
during that span. 

Maple Leafs 3, Golden Knights 
1: Frederik Andersen made 36 
saves to lift host Toronto over 
Vegas. 

Connor Brown, Mitch Marner 
and Nazem Kadri scored for the 
Maple Leafs. 

Itings 4, Ducks 1: Ilya Koval¬ 
chuk had a goal and two assists, 
and host Los Angeles opened 
the tenure of interim coach Wil¬ 
lie Desjardins with a win over 
Anaheim. 

Dustin Brown and Kyle Clifford 
scored first-period goals, while 
Jack Campbell made 30 saves 
and picked up his first career as¬ 
sist as the Kings comfortably won 
the first Freeway Faceoff of the 
season for these two struggling 
Southern California rivals. 

Desjardins has run just one 
practice since getting his new 
job Sunday after the Kings fired 
John Stevens early in his second 
season in charge. 

Sharks 4 , Wild 3: Marcus So¬ 
renson had a goal and two assists 
as host San Jose beat Minnesota. 

Barclay Goodrow’s second goal 
of the season broke a 3-all dead¬ 
lock at 7:25 of the third period. 
Goodrow also had an assist and 
Martin Jones made 23 saves for 
the Sharks. 

Minnesota (8-4-2) had won 
seven of eight overall. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


No. 1 Kansas holds off Michigan State 



Kansas forward Dedric Lawson, left, shoots in front of Michigan 
State forward Kenny Goins during the second half Tuesday at the 
Champions Classic in Indianapolis. No. 1 Kansas won 92-87. 


The Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Kansas’ 
Quentin Grimes and Dedric Law- 
son made quite an impression 
Tuesday night. 

They produced basket after 
basket, big play after big play. If 
they keep playing this way, No. 1 
Kansas might just stay on top of 
the college basketball world. 

Grimes scored 21 points in his 
college debut and Lawson added 
20 points in his first game with 
the Jayhawks, helping Kansas 
stymie No. 10 Michigan State’s 
late charge for a 92-87 victory in 
the season-opening Champions 
Classic. 

“He [Grimes] came out with a 
free mind and played his game,” 
Lawson said. “He was the best 
player on our team tonight.” 

Grimes certainly played well. 

Lawson made a case, too, fin¬ 
ishing with 14 rebounds and six 
assists after sitting out last sea¬ 
son following his transfer from 
Memphis. 

Together, the tag-team tandem 
stole the show at one of college 
basketball’s premier events. Kan¬ 
sas picked up its third straight 
victory in the Classic and im¬ 
proved to 15-1 in openers under 
coach Bill Self — on a night the 
Jayhawks were in control almost 
the entire way. 

They just struggled to deliver 
the knockout punch. 

“Obviously, we have to learn to 
close out games,” Self said. 

Kansas led by as much as 17 
in the first half after weathering 
an early three-point flurry from 
Michigan State. The Jayhawks 
never trailed in the second half 

No. 3 Gonzaga 120, Idaho 
State 79: Rui Hachimura scored 
33 points to help host Gonzaga 
beat Idaho State. 

Zach Norvell Jr. added 23 points 
for Gonzaga, which has the high¬ 
est preseason ranking in school 
history. 


Brandon Boyd scored 13 points 
for Idaho State 

No. 5 Virginia 73, Towson 42: 

Ty Jerome scored 20 points and 
De’Andre Hunter had 13 and 10 
rebounds for host Virginia. 

Jerome made six three-point¬ 
ers for the Cavaliers, who were 
playing for the first time since 
they made history by becoming 
the first No. 1 seed to lose to a 16- 
seed in the NCAA Tournament. 

No. 6 Tennessee 86, Lenoir- 
rhyne 41: Jordan Bone scored 


18 points, Kyle Alexander added 
16 and host 6 Tennessee opened 
the season with a blowout over 
Lenoir-Rhyne. 

Tennessee coach Rick Barnes 
lettered for three seasons at 
Lenoir-Rhyne. 

No. 7 Nevada 86, Brigham 
Young 70: Caleb Martin scored 
all 21 of his points in the second 
half and Jordan Caroline tied a 
career high with 16 rebounds to 
help host Nevada beat Brigham 
Young. 


After Nevada’s offense sput¬ 
tered in the first half, it accelerat¬ 
ed in the second, especially in the 
game’s final 10 minutes. Nevada 
shot 27 percent from the field in 
the first half and 51 percent in the 
second. 

No. 8 North Carolina 78, 
Wofford 67: Luke Maye had 24 
points, Cameron Johnson pro¬ 
vided a huge spark in the second 
half and visiting North Carolina 
avenged an upset loss to Wofford 
last year. 

Johnson made five three-point¬ 
ers and had 17 points along with 
eight rebounds. Garrison Brooks 
added 20 points as the Tar Heels 
improved to 15-1 in season open¬ 
ers under coach Roy Williams. 

No. 9 Villanova 100, Morgan 
State 77: Eric Paschall scored 
26 points, Phil Booth had 17 and 
host Villanova opened its nation¬ 
al championship defense with a 
win. 

The Wildcats have won 12 
straight games dating to last sea¬ 
son and won their 16th consecu¬ 
tive season opener. 

No. 11 Auburn 101, South 
Alabama 58: Jared Harper had 
20 points, 13 assists and six three- 
pointers to lead host Auburn over 
South Alabama. 

Sporting their highest pre¬ 
season ranking since 1999, the 
Tigers raced to a big early lead 
and kept adding to it. They had 
six players score in double fig¬ 
ures and made 18 three-pointers. 

No. 14 Oregon 84, Portland 
State 57: Payton Pritchard 
scored 22 points while Paul White 
added 15 and host Oregon opened 
its season with a rout. 

Pritchard, the only player re¬ 
maining from the Ducks’ 2017 
Final Four team, had 18 points by 
halftime as Oregon led 45-29. He 
only missed one of his seven shots 
from the field and was 9-for-9 
from the free throw hne. 

No. 16 Syracuse 66, Eastern 


Washington 34: Oshae Brissett 
had 20 points and eight rebounds, 
and host Syracuse held East¬ 
ern Washington to 22 percent 
shooting while overpowering the 
Eagles. 

No. 17 Florida State 81, 
Florida 60: PJ. Savoy scored 20 
points with five three-pointers, 
Trent Forrest added 13 points 
and Florida State opened the sea¬ 
son with a victory over Florida. 

Terance Mann had nine points 
and a team-high nine rebounds 
for the Seminoles, who shot 11 
of 20 from three-point range and 
beat Florida for a fifth straight 
time. 

No. 19 Michigan 63, Nor¬ 
folk State 44: Jon Teske had 13 
points, eight rebounds and four 
blocks as host Michigan gave 
John Beilein his 800th career 
coaching victory. 

No. 21 UCLA 96, Fort Wayne 
71: Kris Wilkes scored a career- 
high 27 points, Moses Brown had 
a double-double in his collegiate 
debut and host UCLA routed Fort 
Wayne to open its 100th season of 
basketball. 

No. 22 Clemson 100, The 
Citadel 80: Marcquise Reed had 
20 points and a career-high 13 re¬ 
bounds as host Clemson reached 
100 points for the first time in 
nine years. 

No. 23 LSU 94, Southeastern 
Louisiana 63: Naz Reid had 17 
points to lead six players in dou¬ 
ble figures and host LSU opened 
its season with a victory. 

No. 24 Purdue 90, Fairfield 
57: Carsen Edwards scored 30 
points and made seven 3-pointers 
as host Purdue opened its season 
with a victory over Fairfield. 

No. 25 Washington 73, West¬ 
ern Kentucky 55: Noah Dicker- 
son scored 16 of his 18 points in 
the second half, Jaylen Nowell 
added 17, and host Washington 
rallied from a nine-point halftime 
deficit to beat Western Kentucky. 


Fantastic: Loss Calipari’s most lopsided at Kentucky 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Duke won for the eighth time in the last 
10 meetings between two of the nation’s 
four winningest programs, and this time 
handed coach John Calipari his first open¬ 
ing-night loss at Kentucky and his most 
lopsided loss since taking the job a decade 
ago. 

The teams set a Classic record for most 
combined points, set hours earlier in No. 1 
Kansas’ 92-87 victory over No. 10 Michi¬ 
gan State. 

Duke’s newcomers never doubted they 
could win this convincingly. 

“We weren’t surprised we were winning 
by so much,” Barrett said. “We know what 
we have. We see it every day.” 

Keldon Johnson scored 23 points to lead 
Kentucky and graduate transfer Reid Tra¬ 
vis added 22 for the Wildcats. 

But the freshmen made sure this highly- 
anticipated game was never close. 

Duke led by 10 after six minutes and ex¬ 
tended the lead to 34-13 less than 10 min¬ 
utes into the game. 

After making it 59-42 at halftime, Duke 
kept pulling away throughout the second 
half. Barrett’s dunk with 16:11 remain¬ 


ing made it 72-47, Alex O’Connell’s three- 
pointer with 11:45 remaining made it 91-54 
and Duke topped the 100-point mark on 
another dunk by Barrett with 7:36 left. 

Kentucky never got closer than 27 the 
rest of the game. 

“If that is who they are, they aren’t going 
to lose many games,” Calipari said. “I 
haven’t lost faith in my guys. We’ve still got 
a good group.” 

Big picture 

Kentucky: It was an embarrassing per¬ 
formance for the Wildcats, who weren’t 
physical enough against Williamson and 
couldn’t keep up with Barrett. Most teams 
don’t have that kind of combination, but 
it’s clear Kentucky needs to improve dra¬ 
matically to keep up with the nation’s top 
teams. 

Duke: The Blue Devils seem to have it 
all — athletes, scorers, defenders and re¬ 
bounders. Still, you can bet coach Mike 
Krzyzewski will try to fix his team’s flaws 
and make Duke an even more difficult 
matchup. 


Stat pack 

Kentucky: Tyler Herro was the only 
other player to reach double figures. He 
finished with 14 points, nine rebounds and 
five assists. ... Kentucky shot 44 percent 
from the field but allowed the Blue Devils 
to shoot 54 percent. ... The Wildcats were 
outscored 60-38 in the paint. ... The game 
marked the first time Kentucky faced a 
ranked opponent in a season opener since 
a 79-71 overtime loss to Clemson in 1995. 

Duke: Marvin Bagley III held the pre¬ 
vious mark for points by a freshman in 
his debut with 25. ... The Blue Devils only 
committed four turnovers compared with 
Kentucky’s 15. ... Duke improved to 12-2 
all-time in Indianapolis and 3-0 at Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse. ... The Blue Devils have 
won 19 consecutive openers. 

They said it 

Kentucky: “It’s tough when you go down 
like that,” Travis said. “As we mature, we’ll 
be able to stop those blows and flip it.” 

Duke: “Every game will be like that. We 
have a big target on us,” Barrett said. “It’ll 
be there every night.” 



Photos by AJ Mast/AP 


Duke forward Cam Reddish reacts to a 
play in the second haif Tuesday against 
Kentucky at the Champions Classic in 
Indianapolis. Duke won 118-84. 

Up next 

Kentucky looks to rebound when it re¬ 
turns to Rupp Arena against Southern Il¬ 
linois on Friday. 

Duke hosts Krzyzewski’s alma mater. 
Army, on Sunday. 
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HIGH SCHOOL/AUTO RACING 


Far East volleyball 

Kubasaki sets its 
sights on fourth 
title in five years 



Larry Papke/AP 


Kevin Harvick takes a photo with a young fan after winning the NASCAR Cup race at Texas Motor 
Speedway, Sunday in Fort Worth, Texas. That victory, along with the accompanying spot in the 
championship race next week, were stripped of Harvick on Wednesday when NASCAR found an illegally 
modified spoiler during a detailed post-race inspection. 

Harvick's championship 
spot spoiled on inspection 

By Jenna Fryer 
Associated Press 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
The Kubasaki Dragons have a lot 
going for them as they take to the 
courts for the Far East Division I 
girls volleyball tournament. 

They’re loaded with seniors 
and other veterans, plenty of abil¬ 
ity, and experience gained in a 
run of three straight titles and 
last year’s third-place finish. 

But the togetherness of the cur¬ 
rent group might be the most im¬ 
portant key to this year’s team. 

“This might be the best chem¬ 
istry we’ve had as a group,” Drag¬ 
ons coach Mike Hogen said. He’s 
in his 10th year with the program 
and built the Dragons into the 
powerhouse they are now. 

They face off against five other 
teams, including defending cham¬ 
pion Seisen, beginning Thursday 
in the 43rd edition of the D-I tour¬ 
nament, being played for the first 
time at Humphreys. 

The Dragons have gone unbeat¬ 
en this season, capturing the title 
in last month’s American School 
In Japan YUJO Tournament in 
the process. 

Dragons coaches and players 
say they’ve had their eye on one 
prize since last year’s Far East 
third-place match. 

“Did you win Far East or not?” 
is the question the Dragons would 
prefer to answer yes to, Hogen 
said. “Winning at ASIJ is fantas¬ 
tic, but they want to walk away 
with a banner that they can hang 
in the gym.” 

“It’s the final goal for us,” se¬ 
nior setter Mimi Larry said. 
“We’ve all thought about Far East 
all season. It’s been our motiva¬ 
tion, the end of the line for us.” 

The Division I tournament fea¬ 
tures round-robin play, followed 
by a single-elimination tourna¬ 
ment with the final at 5 p.m. 
Saturday. 

The Division II tournament is 
also being played at Humphreys, 
with the championship slated for 
3 p.m. Saturday, on the heels of 
one day of pool play and two days 
of single-elimination matches. 

There will not be a combined D- 
I and D-II tournament as was the 
case with basketball last winter. 

“Division II schools said they 
don’t want to play against Divi¬ 
sion I,” Far East athletics coordi¬ 
nator Tom McKinney said. 

While Kubasaki hopes to win 
its fourth D-I title in five years, 
Zama, the DODEA Japan regu¬ 
lar-season and tournament cham¬ 
pion for the first time, is looking 
to build on that pedigree. 

The Trojans have four D-I Far 
East titles to their credit, the last 
coming in 1997. Zama moved to 
D-II starting in 2009 and would 
like to become the first DODEA 
school to win Far Easts at both 


the large- and small-school level. 

“That would be cool,” junior 
Kate Hultquist said. Having 
grown several inches since last 
season when she played defensive 
specialist, she now plays setter 
and outside hitter. 

Zama struggled in the ASIJ- 
YUJO Tournament, losing 
matches after leading big in the 
final set. But a week later, in the 
DODEA Japan tournament, the 
Trojans rallied twice in two days 
over tournament host and D-I 
member Kinnick to win that title. 

“That really boosted our con¬ 
fidence,” Hultquist said. “We’ve 
grown a lot as a team.” 

And while the D-I teams, ex¬ 
cept for Humphreys, have all 
seen each other play, the D-II 
teams are largely going in cold. 

“We’re thinking of ourselves 
and what we can do, and not wor¬ 
rying about other teams,” Zama 
outside hitter Grace Bryant said. 


ornauer.dave@stripes.com 


Scoreboard 


Far East volleyball 
tournaments 

Thursday-Saturday 
Camp Humphreys, South Korea. 
Participating teams 
Division i — American Schooi In Japan 
Mustangs, Seisen Phoenix, Kinnick Red 
Devils, Kadena Panthers, Kubasaki Drag¬ 
ons, Humphreys Blackhawks. 

Division ii — Seoul American Falcons, 
Osan Cougars, Daegu Warriors, Edgren 
Eagles, Perry Samurai, E.J. King Cobras, 
Zama Trojans, Yokota Panthers, Chris¬ 
tian Academy Japan Knights, the Sacred 
Heart Symbas. 

Division i 

Round-robin (best-of-three sets) 
Thursday 

Humphreys vs. ASIJ, 9:30 a.m. 

Kinnick vs. Kadena, 9:30 a.m. 

Seisen vs. ASIJ, 11 a.m. 

Kubasaki vs. Kadena, 11 a.m. 

Seisen vs. Humphreys, 12:30 p.m. 
Kubasaki vs. Kinnick, 12:30 p.m. 
Humphreys vs. Kadena, 2 p.m. 

Kinnick vs. ASIJ, 2 p.m. 

Seisen vs. Kadena, 3:30 p.m. 

Kubasaki vs. ASIJ, 3:30 p.m. 

Friday 

Humphreys vs. Kinnick, 10 a.m. 

ASIJ vs. Kadena, 10 a.m. 

Seisen vs. Kubasaki, 10 a.m. 

Kubasaki vs. Humphreys, noon 
Seisen vs. Kinnick, noon 

Single-elimination playoffs (best-of- 
five sets) 

Saturday 

Semifinals, 9 a.m., 11 a.m. 

Third place, 3 p.m. 

Championship, 5 p.m. 

Division II 

Pool A (best-of-three sets) 

Yokota vs. Edgren, 9:30 a.m. 

Sacred Heart vs. Seoul American, 9:30 

Seoul American vs. Edgren, 12:30 p.m. 
Yokota vs. Sacred Heart, 12:30 p.m. 
Yokota vs. Seoul American, 3:30 p.m. 
Sacred Heart vs. Edgren, 3:30 p.m. 

Pool B 

CAJ vs. King, 11 a.m. 

CAJ vs. Daegu, 2 p.m. 

King vs. Daegu, 5 p.m. 

PoolC 

Zama vs. Osan, 11 a.m. 

Osan vs. Perry, 2 p.m. 

Zama vs. Perry, 5 p.m. 

Friday 

Single-elimination playoffs (best-of- 
five sets) 

Saturday 

Semifinals, 9 a.m., 11 a.m. 

Third place, 1 p.m. 

Championship, 3 p.m. 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Kevin 
Harvick’s bid for a second NAS¬ 
CAR title suffered a massive set¬ 
back Wednesday when he was 
stripped of his berth in the cham¬ 
pionship race because his win¬ 
ning car failed inspection after 
Texas Motor Speedway. 

The discovery of an illegally 
modified spoiler, made during 
a detailed post-race inspection 
after the No. 4 Ford returned to 
NASCAR’s Research and Devel¬ 
opment Center following Sunday’s 
race, negates the automatic berth 
Harvick earned into the final 
four. The rule violated states that 
spoilers must be used exactly as 
supplied from the manufacturer 
and not altered. 

On top of losing his spot in 
next weekend’s finale at Home- 
stead-Miami Speedway, Harvick 
must also close out the final two 
races of the season without crew 
chief Rodney Childers and car 
chief Robert Smith. Both were 
suspended for two races, and 
Childers also was fined $75,000. 

Harvick was docked 40 driver 
points, and Stewart-Haas Rac¬ 
ing was docked 40 owner points 
as well. Harvick enters this 
weekend’s race at Phoenix fourth 
among the remaining eight play¬ 
off drivers, three points above the 
cutline. Should there be a tie for 
the final transfer spot, Harvick 
would not be eligible to use the 
Texas victory in the tiebreaking 
procedure. 

Greg Zipadelli, vice president 
of competition at SHR, said the 
team will not appeal the penalties. 
Tony Gibson will be Harvick’s 
interim crew chief and Nick De- 
Fazio will be interim car chief 

“We work tirelessly across 
every inch of our race cars to 
create speed and, unfortunately, 
NASCAR determined we ven¬ 
tured into an area not accommo¬ 


dated by its rule book,” Zipadelli 
said. “We will not appeal the pen¬ 
alty. Instead, we will direct our 
immediate focus to this weekend’s 
event in Phoenix and control our 
destiny on the racetrack.” 

Harvick’s win at Texas was 
his series-leading eighth in 2018 
and qualified him for Homestead 
along with Joey Logano. Now, 
three spots in the finale will be up 
for grabs Sunday in Phoenix. 

Harvick won the 2014 Cup Se¬ 
ries championship and went to 
Phoenix that season in a must- 
win situation to race for the title. 
He pulled it off and is a nine-time 
winner at Phoenix, including ear¬ 
lier this year. 

Harvick has been in NASCAR’s 
finale three of the last four years. 

The penalty is disastrous for 
SHR, which went into the third 
round of the playoffs with all 
four of its drivers eligible for the 
championship. Logano grabbed 
the first spot, which meant the 
best SHR could do was qualify 
three cars for Homestead. Now, 
SHR could wind up locked out 
of the finale outright if Harvick 
doesn’t advance past Phoenix. 
Aric Almirola, Kurt Busch and 
Clint Bowyer are all below the 
cutline and likely need to win at 
Phoenix to advance. 

The penalty against Harvick 
also closes a rough race for NAS¬ 
CAR, which erroneously penal¬ 
ized Jimmie Johnson moments 
before the race began. Johnson 
was sent to the back of the field 
because NASCAR believed his 
car failed inspection three times, 
but he had failed only twice. 

NASCAR announced the mis¬ 
take during the race and said 
Monday it has updated its proce¬ 
dures to prevent a similar mis¬ 
take moving forward. Later in 
the same event, Bowyer was pe¬ 
nalized for a crew member being 
over the pit road wall too early. 
The crew member was sitting 
on the wall with his feet touch¬ 


ing the asphalt on pit road, which 
was a violation, even if it seemed 
extreme. 

Now Harvick’s team has been 
rocked by a penalty that may 
change the composition of the 
final four drivers racing for the 
title. Harvick, along with Kyle 
Busch and Martin Truex Jr., is 
part of NASCAR’s so-called Big 
Three that dominated the season 
through a stretch of summer rac¬ 
ing. All three were expected to 
race for the championship, and 
none is qualified for Homestead 
yet with one race remaining. 

“It is not our desire to issue 
any penalties, but we’ll do so 
when necessary to ensure each 
race and championship is con¬ 
tested on a level playing field,” 
said NASCAR senior vice presi¬ 
dent of competition Scott Miller. 
“We will now return our focus 
to Phoenix, and the battle for a 
championship.” 

Also Wednesday, NASCAR pe¬ 
nalized the teams of Ryan Blaney 
and Erik Jones, who already 
have been eliminated from the 
playoffs. 

Blaney crew chief Jeremy Bul- 
lins was fined $50,000, and car 
chief Kirk Almquist was sus¬ 
pended for the next two races. 
Jones crew chief Chris Gayle was 
fined $50,000 and car chief Jason 
Overstreet was suspended the 
next two races. 

It took until Wednesday for 
the penalties to be announced 
because the cars were in tran¬ 
sit Monday from Texas to North 
Carolina. Inspection was on 
Tuesday, and the teams do the ac¬ 
tual teardown themselves. Once 
the Harvick violation was discov¬ 
ered late Tuesday, NASCAR had 
to examine whether the violation 
was correct and didn’t release its 
findings until the next day — two 
days before Harvick and his in¬ 
terim crew chief and car chief 
will practice at Phoenix. 
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Atlanta Falcons running back Ito Smith, center, leaps toward the end zone for a touchdown during the 
first half of Sunday’s game against the Washington Redskins in Landover, Md. 


Falcons return to playoff 
hunt with 3 straight wins 


By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. 
oach Dan Quinn says losing six starters to 
injured reserve never forced him to lose 
faith in the Atlanta Falcons, even before 
three straight wins revived the team’s 
playoff hopes. 

The Falcons (4-4) have recovered from a 1-4 start 
despite losing both starting safeties, both first-team 
offensive guards, running back Devonta Freeman 
and linebacker Deion Jones. 

Sunday’s 38-14 win at NFC East-leading Washing¬ 
ton showed the Falcons, who play at Cleveland this 
week, are back as playoff contenders. 

Even after Freeman and right guard Brandon 
Fusco were the most recent starters to land on IR, 
Quinn continued to say the Falcons were a team on 
the rise who had not peaked. 

“All along I’ve had real belief in what this ’18 team 
can be,” Quinn said Monday. “Although it started 
under some difficult circumstances, I like the way 
they’ve supported each other. I like the toughness 
they’ve shown and I feel like we’re starting to play 
like we’re capable of playing.” 

The Falcons iced the win over the Redskins by 
holding the ball for 10 minutes in the fourth quarter, 
when Washington didn’t score. Quinn said the “abil¬ 
ity to finish” was a highlight of the game. 

With Ben Garland starting for Fusco and Wes 
Schweitzer continuing in his fill-in starting role for 
injured left guard Andy Levitre, the new-look offen¬ 
sive line played one of its best games. 

The Falcons converted 10 of 13 third-down plays 
and scored touchdowns on two of three red-zone 
possessions. Matt Ryan threw for 350 yards with 
four touchdowns and one interception — only his 
third of the season and his first since a Week 2 win 
over Carolina. 

Ryan said the Falcons have improved since losing 
four of their first five games. 

“I think halfway through we were a better foot¬ 
ball team than we were at the start, and we have to 
keep it trending in that direction,” Ryan said after 
Sunday’s game. 

Ryan has enjoyed a return to his 2016 form, when 
he was named the NFL MVR Led by Ryan, the 



Falcons wide receiver Julio Jones scored his first 
touchdown of the season on Sunday. 


Falcons have scored touchdowns on 17 of their last 
21 red-zone possessions since their opening loss at 
Philadelphia. 

“I think red zone efficiency has been really good 
for us,” Ryan said. “We didn’t do a good job of that 
in the opener, but since then we’ve done a pretty 
good job of that.... When you’re scoring touchdowns 
and taking care of the ball, that’s a good recipe for 
success.” 

Quinn said seeing Julio Jones finally score his first 
touchdown of the season “was probably the coolest 
part of the day” in the win over Washington. 



Leaders 


AFC 


Weeks 

Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Mahomes, KC 317 210 2901 29 7 

Roethlisberger, PIT 344 222 2560 16 7 

Brady, NE 330 221 2494 17 7 

Flacco, BAL 379 232 2465 12 6 

Keenum, DEN 330 210 2400 11 10 

Watson, HOU 285 185 2389 17 7 

P. Rivers, LAC 246 165 2236 19 3 

D. Carr, OAK 282 204 2198 10 8 

Luck, IND 342 225 2187 23 8 

Dalton, CIN 292 185 2102 17 8 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

151 706 “ 

151 683 

110 591 


Conner, PIT 

K. Hunt, KC 
Lindsay, DEN ___ 

M. Gordon, LAC 107 579 
Crowell, NYJ 107 533 

L. Miller, HOU 
Mixon, CIN 
Gore, MIA 
Michel, NE 

N. Chubb, CLE 


5.4 53 
5.4 34t 
5.0 77t 
4.2 58 
4.8 43 
4.2 32 


125 525 
105 509 
104 438 

95 422 4.4 34t 4 

74 403 5.4 63t 4 

Receivers 
No Yds Avg LG TD 

D. Hopkins, HOU 63 894 14.2 49t 7 

T. Hill, KC 48 774 16.1 75t 7 

Kelce, KC 51 741 14.5 43 6 

E. Sanders, DEN 56 707 12.6 64t 3 

45 687 15.3 38t 6 

53 672 12.7 67 2 

47 630 13.4 54 1 

49 620 12.7 49 5 

34 601 17.7 71 4 

51 594 11.6 48 9 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 

— —3 63 47.8 


A. Green, CIN 
S.-Schuster, PIT 
K. Allen, LAC 
Boyd, CIN 
Jo. Brown, BAL 
A. Brown, PIT 


Koch, BAL 
Kern, TEN 
L. Edwards, NYJ 
Sanchez, IND 
R. Allen, NE 
Haack, MIA 
D. Colquitt, KC 
Bojorquez, BUF 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
T. Daniel, HOU 


A. Roberts, NYJ 
Jak. Grant, MIA 
T. Hill, KC 
D. King, LAC 
Switzer, PIT 
Peppers, CLE 
Ervin, HOU 
Mickens, JAC 


Jennings, TEN 
Jak. Grant, MIA 
Patterson, NE 
Erickson, CIN 
M. Murphy, BUF 
A. Roberts, NYJ 
Peppers, CLE 
Switzer, PIT 
Pascal, IND 


K. Hunt, KC 
Conner, PIT 
M. Gordon, LAC 
J. White, NE 
A. Brown, PIT 
T. Hill, KC 
A. Collins, BAL 
Ebron, IND 
D. Hopkins, HOU 
A. Green, CIN 
Kelce, KC 


38 1818 6 
34 1603 62 47.1 

48 2232 62 46.5 
27 1241 61 46.0 
32 1461 59 45.7 

49 2228 65 45.5 
23 1037 67 45.1 
45 2028 60 45.1 
60 2696 79 44.9 
43 1914 61 44.5 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

16 270 16.9 78t 1 

14 228 16.3 71t 1 

12 175 14.6 91t 1 

16 184 11.5 56 0 

16 166 10.4 23 0 

18 173 9.6 33 0 

21 175 8.3 27 0 

12 59 4.9 16 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

10 353 35.3 94t 1 

14 452 32.3 102t 1 

14 451 32.2 95t 1 

13 373 28.7 51 0 

13 324 24.9 49 0 

17 399 23.5 53 0 

13 272 20.9 28 0 

17 350 20.6 35 0 

10 199 19.9 28 0 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 


0 78 
0 64 


Gostkowski, NE 
Butker, KC 
Fairbairn, HOU 
Myers, NYJ 
Tucker, BAL 
Vinatieri, IND 
McManus, DEN 
Succop, TEN 
Bullock, CIN 
J. Sanders, MIA 


Kansas City 

Pittsburgh 

L.A. Chargers 

New England 

Indianapolis 

Denver 

Houston 

Baltimore 

Oakland 

Jacksonville 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 

Miami 

N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 

Buffalo 


6 0 6 0 36 

eking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

30/30 18/20 50 84 
39/41 14/15 46 81 
21/22 19/22 54 78 
18/19 20/22 56 78 
21/22 16/18 55 69 
21/23 14/16 54 63 
22/22 13/16 53 61 
11/11 15/18 54 56 
26/27 9/11 51 53 

20/21 11/12 50 53 
Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

433.4 117.6 315.9 

415.2 101.6 313.6 

399.2 128.9 270.4 
387.6 116.1 271.4 

381.5 117.6 263.9 


377.1 

369.1 120.2 248.9 

366.6 92.7 273.9 

353.8 95.0 258.8 

352.5 95.0 257.5 

347.4 124.6 222.9 

344.2 92.8 251.5 

315.8 103.1 212.7 

310.6 110.0 200.6 

288.2 110.0 178.2 
97.2 151.1 


Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Buffalo 

Tennessee 

Houston 

Pittsburgh 

N.Y. Jets 

L.A. Chargers 

Denver 

Indianapolis 

New England 

Miami 

Oakland 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 

Cincinnati 


305.0 99.8 205.2 

313.2 123.2 190.0 

313.7 101.7 212.0 

333.5 107.2 226.2 

336.3 92.9 243.4 

347.9 90.2 257.6 

351.7 109.2 242.4 

361.5 112.4 249.1 
364.0 131.6 232.4 

371.4 109.9 261.5 

381.1 106.9 274.2 

394.0 136.1 257.9 

407.1 144.5 262.6 

423.9 138.9 285.0 

427.4 124.8 302.7 

447.8 128.4 319.4 


NFC 


Weeks 

Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Goff, LA 293 199 2816 20 6 

Cousins, MIN 363 259 2685 17 5 

Ryan, ATL 301 213 2685 19 3 

A. Rodgers, GBY 327 198 2542 15 1 

Manning, NYG 315 215 2377 8 6 

Brees, NOR 279 213 2336 18 1 

Stafford, DET 289 196 2111 14 6 

Trubisky, CHI 260 167 1949 16 7 

Newton, CAR 263 177 1893 15 4 

Al. Smith, WAS 274 174 1867 9 3 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

Gurley, LA 182 868 4.8 29 12 

E. Elliott, DAL 149 680 4.6 41 3 

A. Peterson, WAS136 604 4.4 64t 4 

Breida, SNF 96 531 5.5 66t 2 

Barkley, NYG 111 519 4.7 68t 5 

K. Johnson, DET 89 503 5.7 71 1 

McCaffrey, CAR 109 502 4.6 45 3 

C. Carson, SEA 111 497 4.5 24 2 

Kamara, NOR 111 490 4.4 49t 9 

J. Howard, CHI 126 439 3.5 24 5 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

Thielen, MIN 78 947 12.1 68 7 

Ju. Jones, ATL 60 933 15.6 58 1 

M.Thomas, NOR 70 880 12.6 72t 5 

M. Evans, TAM 47 786 16.7 72t 4 

Beckham, NYG 61 785 12.9 51 2 

Cooks, LA 41 757 18.5 57 3 

R. Woods, LA 51 743 14.6 36 3 

D. Adams, GBY 58 730 12.6 51 7 

Kittle,SNF 41 692 16.9 82t 3 

Ertz, PHL 61 644 10.6 34 3 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 


Johnston, PHL 
A. Lee, ARI 
M. Dickson, SEA 
Dixon, NYG 
Palardy, CAR 
S. Martin, DET 
Bosher, ATL 
Scott, GBY 
O’Donnell, CHI 
Wile, MIN 


35 1746 68 49.9 
47 2260 61 48.1 
41 1949 69 47.5 
35 1644 60 47.0 
32 1475 59 46.1 

29 1316 61 45.4 
28 1255 57 44.8 
32 1433 63 44.8 

30 1338 63 44.6 
1 1781 70 44.5 


Natson, LA 
Cohen, CHI 
D. Carter, PHL 
Sherels, MIN 
Kirk, ARI 


208 1 


60 0 


20 247 12.4 

10 103 10.3 

14 126 9.0 

_ 10 78 7.8 44 0 

\. Humphries, TAM13 84 6.5 16 0 

Lockett, SEA 17 100 5.9 19 0 

Austin, DAL 10 58 5.8 22 0 

Hardy, ATL 10 47 4.7 14 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

M. Hall, ATL 10 254 25.4 53 0 

Countess, LA 16 400 25.0 40 0 

Ta. Hill, NOR 11 269 24.5 47 0 

Ty Montgomery, GBY 10 210 21.0 27 0 

D. Carter, PHL 10 204 20.4 30 0 

B. Williams, ARI 10 192 19.2 29 0 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
16 12 40 102 


Gurley, LA 
Kamara, NOR 12 

Barkley, NYG 7 

D. Adams, GBY 7 

Ridley, ATL 7 

Thielen, MIN 7 

T. Coleman, ATL 6 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 6 

Kupp, LA 6 

Lockett, SEA 6 


3 0 76 

2 0 44 


0 36 


Lutz, NOR 
Gould, SNF 
M. Crosby, GBY 
Parkey, CHI 
Prater, DET 
Maher, DAL 
Rosas, NYG 
Hopkins, WAS 
Jak. Elliott, PHL 
Gano, CAR 


Tampa Bay 

Atlanta 

Green Bay 

New Orleans 

Minnesota 

Carolina 

Philadelphia 

Chicago 

San Francisco 

N.Y. Giants 

Detroit 

Washington 

Seattle 

Dallas 

Arizona 

Dallas 

Chicago 

Minnesota 

Seattle 

Washington 

Carolina 

San Francisco 
Green Bay 
Philadelphia 
Detroit 
N.Y. Giants 
Arizona 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 


PAT FG LG Pts 

27/28 16/17 54 75 
17/18 18/19 51 71 

16/18 18/23 53 70 
28/28 13/16 50 67 
18/18 16/19 50 66 
14/14 16/19 55 62 
9/9 17/18 53 60 
16/16 14/16 56 58 
18/18 12/16 46 54 
21/23 11/11 63 54 
Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

447.1 144.3 302.8 

446.8 90.1 356.6 

412.2 92.1 320.1 

406.6 105.8 300.9 
402.0 112.1 

374.3 - - 


91.7 282.7 

371.6 143.9 227.8 

366.9 106.6 260.2 

358.6 128.4 230.2 

354.6 134.7 219.9 

353.2 77.9 275.4 

352.9 104.2 248.6 

343.9 121.9 222.0 

339.9 137.1 202.8 

317.1 128.8 188.4 

233.2 67.5 165.8 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 


317.0 

321.4 

322.2 


99.9 217.1 

84.9 236.5 

88.9 233.3 

333.2 114.8 218.5 

343.5 89.4 254.1 

344.8 94.1 250.6 

348.7 105.3 243.3 

351.7 102.8 248.9 

352.4 119.6 232.8 

352.9 83.8 269.1 

357.1 142.5 214.6 

366.4 122.4 244.0 

367.8 143.1 224.6 

387.8 76.4 311.4 

412.8 108.5 304.2 

414.2 107.1 307.1 
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Developing QBs a tricky balancing act 




Coaches differ on method and history is inconclusive 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK—Start them right 
away? Ease ‘em in? Have them sit 
a whole season? 

When it comes to developing 
young quarterbacks in the NFL, 
it all depends on who you talk to. 

Some teams think it’s best to 
throw rookie QBs into the fire to 
learn on the job. Others prefer to 
gradually work them into the of¬ 
fense. Some say it’s more benefi¬ 
cial to have them grab a cap and 
clipboard and take it all in from 
the sideline. 

“I think every position is the 
same,” Jets offensive coordina¬ 
tor Jeremy Bates said. “If some¬ 
one can’t handle it mentally, then 
you don’t want to put them on the 
field, because naturally they’ll 
play slower and be thinking in¬ 
stead of reacting.” 

Sam Darnold clearly passed 
that test for New York, and the No. 
3 overall pick in April was under 
center to start the season. 

“If a player shows the ath¬ 
letic ability, the talent and has 
the mental capacity to handle a 
gameplan and go into a game and 
be successful,” Bates said, “then 
he’s ready to play.” 

That doesn’t mean things have 
necessarily gone smoothly for the 
former USC star. 

Darnold’s 14 interceptions lead 
the league and have contributed 
to the Jets’ 3-6 record. So have 
his 55.0 percent completion rate 
and 68.3 rating, which also rank 
among the worst in the league. 

Still, some point to these early 
struggles as crucial building 
blocks for the future. 

“I’m going to continue to learn,” 
Darnold said Sunday after a 13-6 
loss at Miami in which he threw 
four INTs. “There’s always les¬ 
sons to be learned.” 

Of the 32 quarterbacks cur¬ 
rently listed as starters for their 
teams, 12 were under center in 
Week 1 of their first season. 

On the flipside, some veteran 
superstar QBs waited a while be¬ 
fore they got their chances. 

Aaron Rodgers was stuck be¬ 
hind Brett Favre in Green Bay be¬ 
fore finally starting in his fourth 
season. Philip Rivers didn’t start 
with the Chargers until his third 
year, when Drew Brees went to 
New Orleans. Even Brees didn’t 
get his first NFL start until his 
second season. 

Tom Brady, Eli Manning, Ben 
Roethlisberger and Alex Smith 
weren’t Day 1 starters, either. 

“In an ideal world, it gets to 
be like Drew, who had a chance 
to watch a little, or Tom Brady 
and Aaron,” said former quarter¬ 
back Rich Gannon, the 2002 NFL 
MVP and now an analyst for CBS 
Sports and SiriusXM NFL Radio. 

Patrick Mahomes sat behind 
Smith in Kansas City until Week 
17 as a rookie last year, and now is 
a leading MVP candidate as one 
of the NFL’s top gunslingers with 
a league-leading 29 TD passes for 


Browns coach Gregg Williams, left, talks to quarterback Baker 
Mayfield. The Browns wanted to have Mayfield sit and learn behind 
Tyr^ Taylor, but Taylor got hurt in Week 3 and Mayfield was thrust 
into the lineup. Ma^ield has to adapt to a new coach after Williams 
took over when Hue Jackson was fired. 


have success,” new offensive co¬ 
ordinator Byron Leftwich said. 
“Quarterbacking in this league is 
hard and when things go bad, this 
kid tends to be fine.” 

But, some say too many adverse 
situations could end up having 
long-term deleterious effects on a 
young player. 

“When you put them in before 
they’re ready, they also get hurt: 
Josh Allen, Josh Rosen,” Gannon 
said. “The speed of the game is 
way too fast for them. ... Or they 
have a bad experience, like what 
wound up happening with (the 
Jets’) Mark Sanchez and Geno 
Smith, or going back to Ryan Leaf 
(with the Chargers). They play 
right away before they are physi¬ 
cally or mentally ready or matu¬ 
rity-level ready. They get benched 
and booed and maybe run out of 
town, the coach gets fired, and 
then the next thing, they’re on 
their third or fourth team. They 
think he will be a savior and he’s 
not ready to play. 

“How is that being responsi¬ 
ble from a coach and ownership 
standpoint? It’s doing a tremen¬ 
dous disservice.” 

Tampa Bay’s Jameis Winston 
and Tennessee’ Marcus Mari- 
ota started right away after being 
the top two picks in 2015, but the 
jury’s still out on both. 

For those who preach patience, 
25 of the 32 current QBs started a 
game at some point in their rook¬ 
ie season. And, several held on to 
the job from there. 

Quarterbacks such as the 
Rams’ Jared Goff (No. 1 in 2016) 
and the Bears’ Mitchell Trubisky 
(No. 2 in 2017) started and strug¬ 
gled as rookies but benefited 
from changes in coaching staffs 
and philosophies and took leaps 
in their second seasons. 

So, who’s right? 

Well, all of the above. 

“There’s certainly valuable 
experience when you stand and 
watch,” McDermott said. “But we 
all know there’s no substitute for 
the experience when you’re actu¬ 
ally behind the wheel. There’s a 
lot of value to that.” 

AP Pro Football Writer Barry Wllner 
and AP Sports Writers Bob Baum, David 
GInsburg, Dave Skretta, John Wawrow 
and Tom Withers contributed. 


Mahomes had a chance to 
watch a master of his domain 
for a year. Alex Smith knew 
that system inside and out, has 
great huddle command and 
leadership skills. Maybe he 
doesn’t throw it like Mahomes 
does, but this is a guy who was 
willing to share and help him 
for that year, and we’re seeing 
the fruits of it now. That’s the 
best situation you can have. ^ 

Rich Gannon 

analyst for CBS Sports and SiriusXM NFL Radio 


David Richard/AP 

Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes 


Lynne Sladky/AP 

Jets rookie quarterback Sam Darnold was the starter for the season 
opener. Many teams think it’s best to throw rookie QBs right into 
the fire to learn on the job. Others prefer to gradually work them 
into the offense. Then, there are some who believe it’s more 
beneficial to have them take it all in from the sideline. 


the 8-1 Chiefs. 

“We knew that Patrick was 
very talented, but any time that 
an NFL team goes with a young 
quarterback, usually it’s a very 
challenging endeavor,” Chiefs 
owner Clark Hunt said. “Some¬ 
times it takes time, several years, 
but as we’ve seen, Andy (Reid) 
had Patrick ready to go Week 1.” 

Gannon thinks the Chiefs pro¬ 
vide the perfect blueprint. 

“Mahomes had a chance to 
watch a master of his domain for 
a year,” he said. “Alex Smith knew 
that system inside and out, has 
great huddle command and lead¬ 
ership skills. Maybe he doesn’t 
throw it like Mahomes does, but 
this is a guy who was willing to 
share and help him for that year, 
and we’re seeing the fruits of it 
now. 


“That’s the best situation you 
can have.” 

Again, that depends on who you 
ask. 

In the past three drafts, 11 
quarterbacks were taken in the 
first round — including Darnold, 
Cleveland’s Baker Mayfield, Buf¬ 
falo’s Josh Allen, Arizona’s Josh 
Rosen and Baltimore’s Lamar 
Jackson this year. 

Jackson is the only one to not 
yet start at least one game. 

The Browns wanted to have 
Mayfield, the No. 1 overall pick 
this year, sit and learn behind 
Tyrod Taylor. But like most plans 
in Cleveland, it backfired. 

Taylor got hurt in Week 3 and 
Mayfield was thrust into the 
lineup, helping the Browns rally 
to beat the Jets and end a 19- 
game winless streak. Mayfield 


has shown poise and promise, but 
lacks playmakers and is dealing 
with a coaching change after Hue 
Jackson was fired. 

In Buffalo, the Bills weren’t 
anticipating Allen starting in 
the second week. They were tak¬ 
ing what coach Sean McDermott 
called a “calculated” approach. 
But after AJ McCarron was 
traded before the season opener 
and Nathan Peterman bombed in 
Week 1, McDermott was left with 
no choice but to turn to Allen. 

The rookie has been dealing 
with a sprained right elbow, and is 
uncertain to play Sunday against 
the Jets. 

“When you draft a quarter¬ 
back like we did, there’s a part 
of it where you have to say, ‘Hey, 
he’s going to play either A, B, or 
C — early, middle, or late or next 
year.’” McDermott said. “You 
have to be OK with all of that.” 

The initial plan in Arizona was 
to have Rosen learn behind Sam 
Bradford. All that changed when 
the veteran was ineffective and 
benched in favor of the No. 10 
overall pick. 

Rosen took his lumps with some 
turnover-filled performances. 
Then, Mike McCoy was fired as 
the (Cardinals’ offensive coordi¬ 
nator and Bradford was later cut 
— leaving the job to Rosen. 

“His demeanor allows him to 
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Moving up 

Michigan takes over No. 4 spot in 
CFP rankings » Page 26 









COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Duke forward Zion Williamson 
goes up for a dunk in front of 
Kentucky guard Tyler Herro 
during the first half Tuesday 
at the Champions Classic in 
Indianapolis. 


Duke blo^ away No. 2 
Kentucky in season oD^pe^^. 

—^ By Michael MARQft^ i # 

‘•A, Associated Press ( * 

■ ^ ikDI ANAPOLIS — Zion Williamson and fourth-ranked Duke 
were well on their way to a blowout victory when the high-fly¬ 
ing freshman blocked a shot to start yet another Blue Devil 
fastbreak. 

Williamson dribbled up the left side, whipped a pass through 
traffic to classmate RJ Barrett, then met him under the basket 
with a hearty chest bump after Barrett fought off a foul to finish 
his layup. 

Duke’s fabulous freshman weren’t just ready for their first 
turn in the spotlight. 

“They were magnificent,” coach Mike Krzyzewski said. 

Barrett scored 33 points and Williamson added 28 as both play¬ 
ers broke the school record by points in a freshman debut, and 
the Blue Devils romped over No. 2 Kentucky 118-84 on Tuesday 
night in the season-opening Champions Classic. 

“To play this well on this stage, right away against Kentucky is 
surprising,” Krzyzewski said after picking up victory No. 1,101 
for his career. “I’m really proud of my freshmen.” 

They were almost flawless. 

Barrett was 13-for-26 from the field with six assists and four 
rebounds, and Williamson went ll-for-13 from the field with 
seven rebounds. 

SEE FANTASTIC ON PAGE 28 
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Violation costs Harvick automatic Cup berth»page 29 









